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PART OF FRANCE, /- | 


1 8 l 5 „ 
„ A DESCRIPTION 
: : | O F ag | 
, 1 PARIS, CHERBOURG, AND ERMENONVILLE; 
| 1 5 F \ 8 
V O D V. b 
| 5 COMPOSED AT THE TOMB OF ROUSSEAU. 
„„ A SERIES OF LETTERS. j 
| | | PRINTED FOR r. CADELL, STRAND, : 
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1 now appear. Had thay 3 more 


laboured, they might, perhaps, have 


deen leſs imperfech; and if comq- 
poſed originally with a view to pub- 


lication, they might poſſibl 7 have : 


been more deſerving ” 


The multiplicity of works of this | 
kind; is in itſelf alm ſt ſufficient to 
preclude excellence; what has been 


ſo often ſeen, and ſaid, muſt have 


been well ſaid, and rightly” ſeen by | 


ſome one. And yet there is in every 
man that native vanity, which per- 
ſuades him from the influence f 


his own prejudiced impreſſions 
there may be ſomething of novelty 


or intereſt in his own writings 3 if 
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not Webel N 5 a | 
that can be offered i in favour of the 
! ſheets is this, that the de- 
ſcriptions they contain are plain 
deſcriptions of plain facts ; and that 
the ſentiments are ſuch as ſtruck the 
Author's mind tobe naturaland juſt. 

_- Shoulc they, in any ; reſpect, differ 5 
from received opinions, he hopes 
they will be found to do ſo juſtly; 
not from the love of novelty, or from 

the caprice of affectation, but from 
the influence and evidence of truth, 5 
and nature. Opinions are not to be 55 
the leſs eſteemed and tolerated, that 
in ſome meaſure, aberrate from the 1 
common route. There are two 
e barrier to our 9 our a 
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4 thoughts, our actions; bi 


and morals; where theſe are not 


encroached upon, all opinion is ſafe, 


and the publication of it not to be : 


cenſured, 


With 1 to the letters that 
relate to the diſturbances in France, 


the Author has to congratulate both 


himſelf and the world, that the con- 1 


tents of them are foreſtalled by a late 
ſeries of new and important occur- 
rences. It is a pleaſant reflection to 


the mind of the philoſopher, and it 


muſt be a feeling highly grateful to 


the breaſt of the philanthropiſt, to 
notice the immediate, and almoſt 
miraculous tranſition that has been 


lately made i in that kingdom from 
„ N | 


{ 
R ECC is 
tyranny to Teedom ; to ſee thou- 
ſands of people liberated from a 
ſubjection, diſgraceful to human 
nature; and to behold a territory, 
capable of being the fineſt in the 
world, thrown open to the improve- 
ments of arts and agriculture. But 
ſtill muſt a ſuſpence, intereſting 
and ſolemn, hang over the mind of 
the anxious ſpectator. as he waits 
for the iflue of the ſtruggle; for 
tho the far greater part of the King 
dom are, without doubt, joined hand 
in hand in the glorious undertak- 
ing, yet againſt them are leagued all 
the powers of intereſt and birth, con- 


nection and party. From the exer- 
tions of the N ational Aſſembly much 
„„ has 


. 


has been done; but ſtill much te- 
mains to do: it is an eaſier matter 
to pull to picces an old fabric built 
upon falſe principles, and that hay- 
ing loſt ts foundation mole rubit Jud, 
than to erect a new, a beautiful and 
perfect edifice; it requires cvery 
concurrence and exertion of wil- 

dom, of induſtry, and virtue; and 
then, though in theory it may be 
perfect, it muſt be found deficient in 
Experience. The heads of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly have proved them- 
ſelves, in general, wiſe and patrio- | 
tic—much may be hoped—much 
expected from them—they have 
brought about a revolution that re- 
flects infinite honour on themſelves ; 


but 


8 


** 


3 15 
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- bit which wil Rill form no pre- 
bote in favaur of the parlia- 
ment. From the full growth of. 
liberty, now prevalent in France, 


the Author was, at one time, almoſt 


tempted to have thrown aſide his 
account of, and remarks upon the 


ſtate of it when in the bud, at the 


time when he was in the kingdom; - 
to have abridged parts that may 
now have loſt their intereſt, and to 
have added freſh matter from the 
late copious accretion of materials; 
but, on farther thoughts, he reſolv- 
cd to preſent them to the world, in 
their real and original ſtate, leaving 
them to ſtand or fall by their true 
merits. 1 


With 


WM PREFACE 


Wich deference and ſubmiſſion 
"DE puts theſe letters—and he trem- 
bles as he docs it—into the hands 
of the Public. They were firſt 
written with. a very limited view, 
ſor the entertainment of a friend, 
and to beguile the hours of a ſolita- 
ry journey; ſhould the Author be 
ſo happy as, through their means, to 
brighten one of the moments of a 
fellow- creature with a ray of enter- 
| tainment, or with a glow of conge- 
nial feeling, he will think himſelf 
at once delerving and rewarded. 


_ VEAL. 30, 1786. 
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5 | Dieppe, Aug. 2, 1788. 
* AE net of a friend is, at all 
times, a claim ſufficiently powerful 
to ola the exertion of our beſt abi- 
ities; but when made upon an occaſion 
ſo flattering as the preſent, the perform 
Ance 8 to > be a duty, and becomes 1 in- 
80 B 8 - tereſt. | 
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on Ata diſtance of near thirty leagues, 
divided by the ocean; from a country and 
connections that I have never before left, 
from every thing that is attractive and 
intereſting to my heart ; it is with pecu- 
liar pleaſure, that I fit down to com- 
mence a correſpondence with you. 


8 a correſpondence has in it ſome- 
thing wonderfully grateful; ;—the mind 
forms, as it were, a new creation; and 
ſhutting out every thing that is around it, 
gives up the inſipidity of Truth for the 
\charms of Imagination. 


We left Brighthelmaſtone on Thurſday 

evening, between the hours of ten and 
eleven, in a packet, very neatly fitted 
up, and containing accommodations that 
bordered upon 7) ty Our company 

conſiſted of a French officer, reſident at 
Dieppe, who had for ſome months been 
in England; a young man of Rouen, 
N had left his country (according to 
| his 


"THROUGH FRANCE. 3 


his own account) on the commoneſt of 
all affairs—un affaire d' honneur ; a maitre 
4 boteh of Dieppe; and a Pariſian mer- 
chant, with two or three Engliſh gentle- 
men. The French officer was returning 
to a young wife, whom he had left be- 
hind him on his coming over to England, 
full of warmth and love :—he was laviſh 
in his praiſes of her, and extravagant in 
his deſcriptions and ſeemed to be en- 
raptured at the thoughts of meeting her 
| the next morning at Dieppe; as we left 
the Engliſh ſhore with a fine gale, that 
promiſed only a twelve hours paſſage. 
We had, nevertheleſs, on awaking, the | 
mortification to find a perfect calm, and 
Brighthelmſtone full in view. I could not 
help ſmiling at the indifference and ſang- 
freid with which our amorous Captain : 
met the news of his'diſappointment.—An 
Engliſhman, in the trance of expectation, 
| [eager to return to the object of his love; 
and! in the 1 8 of deſire, reckon- 


4 A REFLECTIVE TOUR 


ing every momerit as double, would have 
deen vexed, and diſquieted at the delay, 
Not ſo our companion ;—at firſt he look. 
ed a little ſerious, but preſently recover- 
ing himſelf, Nemporte, ſaid he, pourtans 
enjoutons nous, and immediately began 
dancing about the deck and cabbin, ſing- 
ing a hundred different ſongs; and with 
ten thouſand ridiculous, and merry an- 
tics, filled up the vacancy of the day. 
The calm held us till the evening; when 
a briſk wind ariſing, we proceeded on- | 
wars more RR 


M. le Capitain had been akin tis 5 

tour of England, and was very fond of 
forming compariſons between that coun- 

try and France; although every md, 


he drew was much in favour of the latter. 


He found an ample theme for abuſe, in | 


the expences of the roads; the impoſi- 


tions of the inns; and the long retinue - 


chat 


THROUGH FRANCE. 5 


that were — gaping. for mou 
on leaving them. 


In England too,” ſaid nin you are wal 


the ſlaves of cuſtom, and each the mimic 
of the other. I found myſelf obliged to 


have my hair, my clothes, and all my dreſs 
in one particular faſhion.” —* And is it 


not ſo 1 in France?” ſaid 1. FAR | No,” faid 


he, in France, we have the liberty—of 


dreſſing as we pleaſe.” —And may you 


long enjoy it, thought I. 


Alt is a pleaſant thing when men 
can create to themſel ves, from nothing, 
occaſions of happineſs, and magnify trifles 
| -10to objects of enjoyment : too apt are 


we to be enyious of our own miſery ; and 


if we have not real, to 1 imagi- 
| party: rue 12 n 


WF. —1 never find — fo ae in 
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5 A REFLECTIVE TOUR = 
ties of my foul ſo enlarged and filled, as 


when in contemplation of the ſea—Amidſt 
the calm I viewed the glaſly ſurface of the 


ocean, with a mind dmdoth, Sn, 
and ſerene, 

Erbe effects of ſcenery upon the hu- 
man mind I conceive to be very powerful, 


and have often fancied that I could trace 


tants of a certain ſpot, ta the mere cir» 
cumſtance of ſituation.— | 


The lovelineſs of the day, the ſmooth- 


neſs of the ocean, and the immenſity of 


the proſpect around me, gave each their, 
peculiar impreſſion ; ; that, united, formed 


| 2 moſt defirable frame, 


| —But the impreſſions of the evening 
were of a more grand, and of a different 


nature.— The wind came on upon the 


wings of the night, and as the darkneſs | 
Increaſed, 


THROUGH FRANCE. 7 
| Mete, the ſea became agitated; the 
ſtars twinkled in the horizon; the breeze 
freſhened upon the waters; the waters 
in huge volumes rolled along, wave pro- 
pelling wave; a duſky and ſcarce diſcern - 
ible ſhade of orange at a diſtance hung 
upon the extreme of the ocean, which the 
departing ſun had left behind him: — the 
ſalils were filled with the wind, and the 
veſſel ſeudded along the waves. I hung 

over the poop, and watched the waters 
as they daſhed againſt it.— I felt a gran- 
deur of ſoul, and an elevation, unknown 
before, —I was at the moment fit for an 
emperor, or an hero; and there was no 
_ deed, however daring, no virtue, however 
' arduous, but I was then equal to;—all_ 
was uniform and filent; no relief, no in- 
terruption to the view; but the whole un- 
varied, extenſive and ſublime. Whilſt my 
_ companions were engaged in ſleep, I en- 
joyed the hours in ſilent contemplation | 
| and N 


As 


* A REFLECTIVE TOUR 

As the night grew cold, I found it ne- 
ceſſary to retire; and, after ſleeping till 
one in the morning, was awakened with 
the news of being in the harbour of 
Dieppe. Weall aroſe; the morning was 
fair; we got on ſhore, and the firſt cir- 
_ cumſtance that ſtruck me, was the ſeeing 
a party of French ſoldiers parading on the 
quay at that hour, and their examining us 
before we landed. We followed our com- 
panion the maitre d hotel ; and arriving 
at his | auberge, were glad to retire to our 
ſeparate rooms. | ok 


I remain, &c. 


1 


LETTER II. 


Dieppe Aug. 3, . 


N arriving at our hotel, we were 
each conducted to our rooms, which 
we found very different from what we 
were accuſtomed to in England. The 
chamber was a wretched apartment, and 
the fille de chambre of an appearance not 
much to e one in her favour. 

"Ove of our Engliſh companions turn- 
ing to me, ſhook his head, and aſked 
me how 1 reliſhed this beginning? ad- 
ding, that it made him quite faint-heart= 
ed, and that he believed he ſhould return 
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again to-morrow. I laughed at him, and 
told him he was not ſo fond of adventures 


as myſelf, and recommended him to go to 


bed, and ſee if the morning might not 
throw a freſh light upon the face of things. 
I left him, and got between a pair of 
ſheets, as coatſe as canvas ; however, I 


found myſelf in a diſpoſition to ſleep, and 


did not awake till ten 0 lack 


On ariſing, I took a view of my apart- 


ment, which I will preſent you with. The 
ſame ſerved for a ſleeping and fitting room, 


a circumſtance which is very common 
here: a bureau ſtood in one corner, rich- 


ly gilt, and ornamented ; over it a fine 


glaſs, and two pictures, in gilt frames, of 
monfieur & madame, the maſter and miſ- 
treſs of the hotel; the floor was of brick, 
and the walls, and every thing around 
as dirty as could be. I ordered ſome tea, 
and bread and butter, for breakfaſt; the 


tea was bad, the ſogar coarſe, the butter 


intoler- 


THROUGH FRANCE, ut 
intolerable. I aſked for ſome tongue, 
Nous J avons pas monſieur. Some ham; 
they could not get it. At laſt, meeting 
with ſome Fromage d Hollande, what with 
the beſt provocative, a good appetite, and 
the aſſurance that I could obtain nothing 
! 1 made a tolerable nen 


1 have ſince taken a view of the town, 
which is very large and populous. I muſt 

' pwn I have been much diſappointed with 
all J have hitherto ſeen. Inſtead of the 
neat, and pleaſant aſpect of our houſes in 
England, they have here the appearance 
of filthineſs and poverty; worſe than 
thoſe of the poor towns in Scotland, ſuch 
as Falkirk or Linlithgow;—there, after a 
black and dreary appearance on the out- 
| fide, you meet with rooms ſomewhat 
comfortable, and poliſhed within; but- 
here, the face of things in the e is 

eren worſe than without. | 8 
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I took a view of the bore! de dieu, and 
purchaſed ſome pincuſhions of the nuns, 
for ſix ſous a piece. The ivory works in 
town are very curious, made in figures of 
eroſſes, Vierges Maries, Jeſus Chriſts, &. 
and form a chief branch of their trade. 


Nothing can be more ridiculous to an 
Engliſh eye; nor, one would think, to 
the eye of common ſenſe, than the dreſs 


of this people. Every rank, age, and ſex, 


with their hair dreſſed, powdered, and tou- 
d, from a child of ſix to a man or 
woman of ſixty. Sailors, friſſeurs, and 
gentlemen, all dreſſed without diſtinction. 
The habits of the women are ſtill more 
curious, and diſguſting than thoſe of the 
men; they go without hats; the lappets | 


of their ugly caps flying about their cars, 


and their petticoats ſcarcely reaching to 


their knees indeed their ideas of deli- 
cacy muſt be totally different from thoſe 


of their ſex on pur fide the water; it 15 - 


very f 


very common to ſee a woman, or half a 
dozen together, ſtanding in the open 
ſtreets; and without a bluſh, or the leaſt 


conſciouſneſs of i impropriety, e 
Fae of offices of nature. N 


1 . ³·˙1ꝛñ ͤↄ1 1112 Gs Fes 
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I was this ava würd demie 
at the ſtyle of travelling in France, hav- 
ing an opportunity of obſerving it in its 
beſt condition. The Ducheſſe d' Orleans, 
wife to one of the firſt princes of the 
blood, paſſed through Dieppe; two ſer- 
vants rode before the carriage on wretch- 

ed hacknies, miſerably accoutred; one 
in a faded green, the other in a worn- 
out ſtriped livery; a chaiſe and four 
N horſes followed with the Ducheſs, another 
lady and a gentleman. | The horſes were 
as bad as could be met with in the worſt 
teams in England, and the carriage, 
ſuch, as the moſt antiquated virgin, or 
antediluyian county ſquire in our coun- 


F * TE b 
1 D <> £ 2 
= * x * 0 : 
. — bens or 5 F : 5 g , * 
* « 1 4 4 
L 4 . f 


14 A REFLECTIVE TOU R. e. 


| try, could not boaſt the poſſeſſion of; 
| BY behind followed a u in ſcarlet, 


: I have nhma my dinner, ſoupe & Jouillt 3 
a ſole without ſauce or butter; with only 
a little oil ;——a pigeon à la crapaudine, 
and a bottle of their vin de Bourgogne: 
and having now compleated my ſketch to 
you, I ſhall reſume my Herambulations 
about the town. 
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Tomas ay after my arrival, I was taken 
to the Cuſtom-houſe, in order to have 


my trunks ſearched ; which is done very 
rigorouſly, article by article.—T could not 


help ſmiling at the attention they paid to 
the moſt minuteparcel;—withwhateager- 
neſs they opened it; and with what ex- 
pectation they examined it.—They, how- 
ever, found nothing exceptionable. 


This morning, I paid a viſit to the royal 
manufactory of ſnuff and tobacco, which 


is well worthy obſervation. Six hundred 
-men are employed in one building ; which 
1 1 = is 
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eſt.—In the other church, is an image o 


; . / $5. 4 GW: | Þ „ 
of centry- box, whiſpering through a grate, 
f VE ; 1 Ns 3 x # * ; 
* . 55 . £ 


E To 


18 AREFLECTI 


is very large, handſome, and commodi- 


ous they manufacture both the Hol- 
land and Virginian tobacco z and the pro- 


ceſs is entertaining and curious i—in tho 


midſt of one of the dirtieſt employs, they 


| do not neglect their heads, which are 
powder'd and peruqueed very finely. 


There are two churches in this town z 
that of St. Jacques is much the handſom- 


our Saviour, which formerly ſtood ſur 
Fautel; but which, from ſome unknown 


elaſtic power, has ſince taken poſſeſſion 
of a ſeat a few feet higher; having ne- 


ver been moved by hands ;—fince which 
time, iron gates have been placed before 


freak, the image might take it into its 
head, to jump out of the church. —In dif- 
ferent chapels I noticed the places for 
confeſſion ; with the penitent in a kind 
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to the prieſt ; who 1s incloſed in a ſmall 
cloſet, juſt large enough to hold him,.T - 
could not but admire it's conveniency for 
intrigue; and the peculiar advantage that 
it has of being the ſource of pardon, as 
well as the ſcene of fin, muſt be very 
commodious. I obſerved a4 recumbent 
figure of our Saviour, with the Apoſtles 
ſurrounding him, and candles burning 
before him ; which are preſented by the 
pious worſhippers, as often as Ay come 
to their devotions. | | 


After dinner, I walked upon the pier, 
by the ſide of the harbour. The harbour 
is extremely narrow, and inconvenient ; - 
and at low water nearly cloſed up, from 
the quantity of ſand and pebbles; accu- 
mulated at its mouth —On the pier is a 
curious painted image of our Saviour 
hanging on the croſs; and beneath him the 
Virgin Mary. After amuſing myſelf with 
. the fiſhermen draw up their lines 


1p -- on 
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on the pier, I returned to my hotel; and 
found the Captain of a Cherburg veſſel 
Waiting to make a bargain with me, as I 
had made enquiries if there were any ſhip 
in that port bound for Cherburg, in or- 
der to take a paſſage in it. He is going 
to ſail this evening; and as I reject no- 

thing that has the appearance of an 
adventure, I have agreed to go with him 
although in a wretched ſloop, and with a 


very {lender crew. I have, fince, waited 


on the Commiſſary, and given in my 
name; and now find every thang i in 88 
neſs for my NO” | 
The civility and attention which I every 
where experience, is extremely pleaf- 
ing; — and reconciles me to many things, 
which would be elſe intolerable. In re- 
turn for the many bows I have received, 
-my hat has already ſuffered much, and I 
fear, by the time I get to Paris, will be 
* worn out: — for every ſhopkeeper, 
ſailor, 
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failor, man, woman, and child you ſpeak: 
to, it is neceſſary firſt to AE Hae n 
2 > 5 


1 bilo to feel myſelf to day more at 


1 and to view things a little more 


favourably — not that I place much de- 
pendance upon my meliorated impreſ- 
ſions, as I would rather attribute them to 
| habit —Cuſtom ſoon changes the com- 


plexion of things; and the mind being, 


as it were, aſſimilated to what is around 
it, is diſpoſed to view objects as leſs 
ſtrange and unnatural. I have neverthe- 
leſs made it a general rule, to truſt in 


many caſes, a great deal to firſt impreſ- 


fions—they are, for the greateſt part, real, 
unadulterated, and honeſt.— The mind, 
on receiving them, is unprejudiced, and 
can better judge of their fitneſs, or pro- 


priety ;—we ſhould be thus guided in 


ſome meaſure, in our reſearches after 
if tþ for _ the mind may have 
full. 
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ſufficient force and energy, to diſcover 
what is true, it may not have capacity tg 
retain it. After a nice examination, an 
attentive ſcrutiny, we may ſatify our- 
ſelves on certain points, and for the mo- 
ment remain ſecure and ſettled ; but, by 
and by, from length of time, from inat- 

_ tention, from interruption, or ten thou- 
ſand other cauſes, proofs ſeem to weaken,” | 
arguments to fail us; the mind is un- 
| hinged, and our belief falters—here then; 
| Infſtead of yielding to ſuſpicion, to doubt, 
and to error, we ſhould recur to our 
firſt and our fixt principles, and adopt 
When we cannot ne 


l am led into this diſquifition from hav- 
Ing nothing elſe to do; I have ate, drank; 
and walked, and read, till 1 was tired, 
and am now fitting in the cool, with 
the folding doors open of the balcony, 
The ſun ſhines pleaſantly through the 
thin yet of clouds that dance over the 

5 ; ate 
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atmoſphere; and the veſſels lye reeum- 

bent on the ſands—the bells of St. Jacques 

are ringing ;+and the ſailors chattering 

beneath me ;—whilſt the women are ſit- 

ting in rows before their houſes, _— 
| e in ans laces. 


1 HO Ee Jowth total with a _—_ of 
nokia in the ſtreet, and found them 
ſwallowing the nonſenſe of a garrulous 
quack, who was expatiating on the virtues 
of his medicines—the countenances of the 
people exprefled the utmoſt attention 
and while he talked, not a word, a ſmile, 
or a ſhrug. eſcaped from one of his au- 
ditors ;—returning, I ſat down before the 
door of my hotel, talking with my land- 
lady ;—when a chaiſe drove by with three 
horſes ; it had ſomewhat the appearance 
of a market cart; ſuch, as in England, a 
high-minded farmer's wife would ſport, 
to elevate herſelf above the more homely 
Wa of her 8 the only 
difference 
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difference was, that this vehicle was on 
ſprings, and the inſide lined and cuſhion- 
ed. The poſtilion, full of life and ſpirits, 
alighted; and let out an old gentleman 
from the carriage. Qu' eſt ce gentil- 
homme ?” ſaid I, to the poſt-boy as ſoon 


as he was gone in.—" Pas un gentil- 


* homme!“ —faid he, ſhrugging up his 


ſhoulders, with a look of ſcorn ; and at 


the ſame time drawing up his nankeen 


breeches, and eying his filk hoſe, —Whe. 


ther the vingt quatre ſous, which the old 


gentleman gave him, was not enough to 
entitle him to the rank, I know not; 
but I had ſeen many in the courſe of the 
day, who appeared far leſs deſerving of 
it, to judge from PINES" Maig * 


etoit Anglois, 


I am now waiting for the Captain of 
the Cherburg veſſel; we ſail at twelve this 


night, if the wind abates, or veers, ſo 
| TO me may get out of the harbour; at 


Present | 
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preſent it blows right in. I hope we 
ſhall be able to ſail, as I am tired of this 
place. Adieu 


I aſſure you the better moiety of my- 


ſelf is in England ; for my * and 
my affections are there. 


| Tam, 


8 IR, &c. 
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Cherbourg 5 + 6, 1788. 


Ja” ende at one o'clock on Mon- 
day morning, on board the Cher- 
5 veſſel; the wind blowing freſh into 
the harbour; which it was with ſome dif- 
ficulty we cleared, under the direction 
of the pilots —My fondneſs for variety, 
and love of extremes, could not have been 
more fully exerciſed, than in this un- 
comfortable paſſage. I had to ſpend two 
nights and a day on board a miſerable 
ſloop, with only the captain, two failors, 
and a boy ; whoſe faces I had never be- 
fore ſeen, and whoſe jargon I could with 
_ difficulty underſtand. I laid down in my 
| E clothes, 
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clothes, upon the bed, which was ous 


tioned out of a cabin, ſcarce large enough 


to hold the crew; and was almoſt ſuffo- 
cated with the offenſive ſmell that iſſued 


from it. My attempts to ſleep were con- 
ſtantly interrupted by the ſalutations of 
the fleas ; who, claiming the territory as 
ſacred to themſelves, ſufficiently puniſh- 
ed me for my intruſion II felt them re- 
peatedly making the grand tour of my 
body; leaving many marks of their ex- 
curſions upon its different parts and pro- 
montories ;—both on the peninſula of my 
face, - the iſthmus of my neck, and the 
more continental parts of my back and 


ſhoulders. We had not been long out at 
ſea, when the captain deſcended ; — I 


obſerved him ſtrike a light, which he was a 
Jong while bringing into exiſtence ; when, 

lighting a candle, he reached with it over 
my hed as far as he could; in order, as 
I concluded, to diſcover if the veſſel leaked 


The did the ſame on the other ſide, and 


© 
im- 
5 - 


on 
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immediately muttered ſome oaths. 1 1 

found my apprehenſions beginning to 
awake, when, ſuddenly, the noiſe of the 
pump from above, and the quantity of 
water running off the deck, ſo much 
alarmed me, as to make me jump out of 
my bed, and run up ſtairs.—I there learn- 
cd that the veſſel leaked; but could not 

ſatisfy myſelf with reſpect to the danger. 
lwent down again into the cabin, and 

was diſturbed every quarter of an hour 
with the working of the pump.—I was 
heartily glad to welcome the morning 
light; and aroſe from my bed, at its 
_ earlieſt peep, more tired than refreſhed. 


We toaſted along during the FI and 
ſeldom loſt fight of land ;—about mid- 
day we paſſed Havre de Grace, and went 

| forward with a fair wind, 


The evening was clan and the ſun 
ſet ey. beautiful — totally free from 
„„ clouds, 
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clouds, except a ſmall train juſt above the 
orb, that formed a canopy of red, and 
ſeemed to wait on his departure.—The 
ſun himſelf ſhone like a plate of brilliant 
gold, ſet in a ground of crimſon ; and 
glowed with the pureſt luſtre, —I obſerved 
him ſink :—for a while he ſeemed to 
ſwim upon the ſurface of the water, as a 
perfect ball; but by degrees loſing his 
rotundity, formed a freſh object every 
moment.— I alſo watched his ſetting, till 
the laſt point glimmered on the extremity 
of the ocean. 


At five o'clock in the morning, we 
reached the harbour of Cherbourg ; and 
paſſing the Cones, proceeded by the fide 
of the town, towards the caſtle. I wiſhed 
to go on ſhore, but was informed we 
could not reach it in leſs than three hours, 
Tired of my paſſage, and tout ennuye with 
the unpleaſantneſs of my ſituation, I pre- 
yailed on'the captain to let me haye the 


boat, 


” 
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boat, and put me on ſhore where he could. 
I landed ſome miles from the town; then 
clambered over the rocks, and waded 
through the water up to my knees, aſ- 
ſiſted by one of the crew, who left me, 
on reaching the ſands—I walked onwards 


to the town, having, on the left, a view 


of a pleaſant village, and ſome green 
fields, that were particularly grateful to 
my ſight. After walking between two and 
three miles, I reached the town; and 
paſſing over the bridge, inquired for my 
hotel.—Being arrived, I fanſied myſelf at 
the happieſt period of my exiſtence—on 
ſhore— in a clean room drinking a good 
cup of coffee — and eating ſome bread and 
butter, that was tolerable. I knew not 
as yet whether I was indebted to the qua- 
lity of the butter, or to the ſtate of my 
own appetite ; not having eaten but once 
| ance I left Dieppe; as I had no diſpoſi- 
tio for food, though at the ſame time 
po ſymptoms of ſickneſs. I firſt took, by 
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way of precaution! againſt catching cold, 


a glaſs of eau de vit, and after my refreſh» 
ment enjoyed a pair of clean ſheets ; with 
that pleaſurable feeling, which the relaxa- 
tion of the frame affords, when lain in 
bed, and freed from the confinement of 
clothes—at this moment a luxury; not 
having been undreſſed for two nights 


At eleven o clock I nwcks; as drefled 
myſelf; and delivering my letter of re- 
commendation, received an invitation to 


ſupper. 


FT: accidentally met with a gentleman 
of my acquaintance from England. We 
dined together, and afterwards walked 
out to take a view of the town. It is much 
more pleaſantly ſituated than Dieppe ;— - 
the buildings are not ſo regular, nor the 
town ſo large ;—but on account of being 
more . and airy, it deſerves the pre- 

Mr. 


I 
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Mr. had come the day before with 


ſome gentlemen to view the works j che 


ſtay of the reſt of the party was limited 
to one day; and he, being well known 
in the place, found it neceſſary to pay, 
firſt, his compliments to the different 
officers, By the time they had waited 
upon the governor, the intendant, the 
commandant, the colonel, &c. &. the 
day had elapſed, and they were obliged 
to return without ſeeing any thing. I 
bleſſed myſelf that I was not of ſo much 
conſequence, nor ſo well known there. 


Me walked out, in the afternoon, to ſee 

the comedie; which we found was poſt» 

| poned to Sunday—however, on returning 

home, we were in time to be prefent at 
a farce in the church; where a proceſ- 
fion was taking place, as it was the firſt 
Thurſday in the month. Having never 
before been ſpectators at the ceremony of 
maſs, I was at once entertained and 
| aſtoniſhed 
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| aſtoniſhed —We waited till the hoſt was 


expoſed, during the ſervice ; when being 
pointedly called upon, by two very zeal- 
ous young prieſts, to kneel, my com- 


panion objected to it, and we retired, — 


I would give you ſome detail of their ſer- 
vices; but as I hope, ere my return, to be 
preſent at ſomething of the kind more 


important, I ſhall not deſcribe it here. 


I ſupped, according to agreement, with | 
my acquaintance, Monſieur —, who 
was one of the chief men in the place.— 
The ſupper was ſerved up in a handſome 


room, conſiſting of ſoupe; a roaſt ſhoul- 


der of mutton; a duck; and a variety of 
other things, with a deſert, and plenty 
of liqueurs.— I was ſeated at the head of 
the table, though with no office to per- 


form in that ſituation the lady of the 
| houſe fat on one fide, with an Engliſh 


gentleman and two gentlemen, one of 
them the maſter of the houſe, oppoſite ; 
Ec at 


ſhoulder of mutton ſupper, I was obliged, 
from the ſolicitations of my hoſt, to take 
enough for an ordinary dinner. 


I aſſure you, among the many things 


in which you deſerve my envy, that of 
being in England is by no means in- 
_ conſiderable —We know not the value 
of our privileges, in this reſpec, till we 
have felt the loſs of them; and every 


young man ought to go abroad, to make 
him the more attached to his own coun- 

try. I find every thing here ſo extremely 
inferior, that 1 glow with pride and 


rapture, when I think I am an Engliſh- 


man.— They are, at leaſt, five hundred 


years behind us, in this remote part of 


France nay, I queſtion if they will 


ever come up to us. 


F © a 
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at the bottom was a prieſt, the confeſſor 
of the lady. 3 Although 1 did not find | 
myſelf much in the diſpoſition to eat a 
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AVING paid a particular attention 

& to the examination of thoſe grand 
and formidable works which are carrying 
on in this harbour, and which ſeem to 
engage the eyes of all Europe, I will en- 
deavour to preſent you with as plain and 
accurate an account of them, as is in my 
pm 
The extent of the mouth of the har- 
bour of Cherbourg, from either coaſt, is 
ſix miles ;—the deſign of the works has 
en” „ been, 


va 


35 A REFLECTIVE TOUR 


been to raiſe a barrier, of ſufficieny 
ſtrength, to prevent the irruptions of the 


ſea; and to give the ſhips, within the 


harbour, a ſecure anchorage. For that 
purpoſe, the original deſign was to have 
filled up the ſpace of five miles with cones; 
leaving an entrance of half a mile on each 
ſide. They deſigned to fink them cloſe to- 


gether, ſo as to have joined at the baſe ; 
and the vacancies ariſing from their coni- 


cal form, to have been filled up with ſtones, 


ſtrongly cemented. They have ſunk fix- 
teen of them; five of which have been 


wholly waſhed away, and three partially 
ſo; what remains of them may be ſeen at 


low water; there are eight ſtill left intire, 


- Being thus diſappointed in the ſacceſs 
of their original ſcheme, and alſo deter- 
red by the immenſe expence attendant on 
its proſecution, they were obliged to re. 
gas thee N * to adopt a ſe- 

1 conq 
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cond plan, on the ruins of the firſt, which 
tis probable will be of conſiderable ſervice. 
It appears that each cone has coſt 70,0001. 
and that, in.order to fill up the whole ex- 
tent, there muſt. be a hundred and fifty 
cones; an expence wonderfully enormous, 
and which, in the preſent embarraſled ſtate 
of their finances, they could by no means 
ſupport. There are two cones partly 
built, and preparing to be ſunk; which 
| ru the laſt _ will Oy: | | 


The 3 ben 9 mated out _ the 
hind; at preſent ſtanding, they are now 
forming an immenſe wall to reach acroſs 
the whole extent of five miles: five thou- 
ſand men are daily employed at-it; and a 
 waſt number of veſſels are continually 
carrying the ſtones from the town to depoſit 
them there; which are ſupplied from a 
huge rock that overhangs the town. They 
8 already TO ſo far, as to raiſe 


a bank 
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| higher than in others. The wall is 
conſiderably above low water; ſo that 


you may walk from one cone to the 


other in ſome places. They intend builds 


ing a wall upon the top, the ſucceſs of 


preſent, immenſely wide ; being full five 


hundred feet in breadth-at the baſe, and 
a hundred and twenty at the top: when 
it arrives to a given height, they cement 


it, by throwing a quantity of red ſand, 


procured from Italy, betwixt a laying of 
ſtones; which, when waſhed by the ſalt- 


water, proves from a looſe ſandy ſub- 


ſtance, as ſolid and as hard as ſtone.— lt will 
be a long time before the whole is com- 


| Pleated, Notwithſtanding the ſucceſs of 
the wall may be uncertain, there will be, 


without it, a ſufficient barrier to anſwer 
the moſt important purpoſes; at low 
water, the bank will my the harbour 

ſafe 
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fafe and ſerene; and the period of high 
water is ſo ſhort (which is the only dan - 
gerous time, ) that a ſhip of tolerable ſize 
may eaſily ride out a ſtorm; — beſides, at 
all times the agitation of the ſea muſt 
neceſſarily be leſs, on account of the ob- 
ſtruction that the waves will meet with. 
It is conjectured by ſome, that the bank 
may not be of ſufficient ſecurity; that, 
by the fury of ſtorms, and the perpetual 
daſhing of the ſea, it may be dilapidated 
or waſhed away ; and by others, that 
the entrances will be liable to as obſtruQ- 
ed _ * 9 0 | 


x The two cones, that are now preparing 
to be ſunk next ſummer, are very curious, 
and give an exact ideaof the whole proceſs. 
The ſea comes up to them at high water, 
in the yard where they are built, to about 
half their height. They are compoſed of 
huge wooden bars, ſtrongly cramped to- 
e with 1 iron, a as to be of a moſt | 


gigantic | 
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Sigantic ſtrength and figure: they are 


I noticed to the amount of an hundred 


ical time ;—as the danger of being 


ſixty-two feet in height, and about fifty - 
jn diameter at the baſe, .The method of 
raiſing them, carrying them out to the 
place of their deſtinatzon, and there de- 


poſiting them, is extremely curious. An 


immenſe number of large caſks (of which 


and fifty in the yard) are faſtened round 


the baſe of the cone, ſo as entirely tg ſur- 


round it: as the. tide riſes, the cone is 
buoyed up by the caſks, and carried off 
upon the water, towed by veſſels, into the 
harbour; when arrived at its deſtined 


: ſituation, the caſks are diſengaged, and 


the cone ſinks to the bottom; it is im- 
mediately filled with ſtones as faſt as poſ- 
ſible, ſtrongly cemented together with red 
clay; the performance of which takes 

up ſome weeks, during which is the cri- 


waſhed away is before they are filled, 
being TE . one that wg 
ſank 


| funk in ue evening, was waſhed, the 


| Nor are the Kg at Chats wholly 
© confined to the harbour; they are mak 
ing a baſon of immenſe fize beyond the 55 
quay, in which ſhips may always be d 
floated. From a ſmall and infignificant 
place, we ſhall, in the courſe of a thort 
time, ſee Cherbourg grow into eminence . 
and grandeur, and moſt probably expe» 
rience a. reverſe of fortune, to what it has 
| hitherto met with; having been formerly 
both the ſcene of devaſtation on ſhore, and 
af defeat at ſea. It was in this harbour, 
after the victory at La Hogue, that Sir 
Ralph Delaval burnt and deſtroyed three 
of the French line; a prelude to the ſub- 
| ſequent ſucceſs of Admiral Rooke, who on 
the two enſuing days deſtroyed thirteen. 
men of war at Cape La Hogue.—_The 
town was alſo demoliſhed and laid in 
- aſhes, at the landing of the Engliſhin the _ 
| | year 
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year t758. The ancient name of the 
place is ſaid to be Cæſaris Burgus, in com- 
N_— to one of the Cæſars. | 


en have his a place i in the Auensee 
for Caen to- day, and have juſt been look - 
ing at my carriage; I cannot ſay my 
prepoſſeſſions in favour of my journey 
are very ſtrong It is a machine of a won- 
derful ſize—in length, and hugeneſs of 
conſtruction, not unlike our broad- 


wheeled waggons, and full as heavy. I 


obſerved to the conducreur, that if govern- 
ment were to fink a few of them in the 
harbour, they might ſave the expence of 


cones.— Adieu! I muſt Starr for my 


ee 
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| Cazn, Aug. 9, 1788. 


E ſet off from Cherbourg, in the 
.  Meſſagerie Royale, at four o'clock 
on Friday afternoon. The horſes, and 
_ every circumſtance a belonging to the ear 
riage, were in a ſtyle fo tout-d. fait nouvelle, 
that J experienced much entertainment 
in examining them. The carriage was 
drawn by ſix ſmall horſes, ſuch as would. 
in England, be appropriated to the pur- 
poſe of carrying coals. They were har- 
naſſed with cords, and their bridles thongs 
of undreſſed leather; - the firſt pair were 


n by a podlitions and the laſt by ano- 


1 
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another, who had the management of the 
ſecond pair. The monſtrous appearance 
of the jack-boots was in confi with 
the reſt ;—although I heard them after- 
wards very ſeriouſly defended by a 
Frenchman in an argument & la gambads'; 
to wit, that if a horſe ſhould fall, the 
rider's legs could not be hurt, as they 
would! in Engliſh boots. 


_ monated the vehicle; but found it ex · 
tremely dark and uncomfortable ;— I 
prayed an old woman to exchange ſeats 
with me in the cabriolet, which anſwers to 
our coach- box, although not uſed for that 
purpoſe ;—indeed, it may with more pro- 
priety be compared to the fore-part of a 
caravan. The conductor has a ſeat there, 
who ſuperintends the buſineſs of the 
road; and there are two other ſeats, at 
an inferior price At length, every thing 
being ready, and the moment of depar- 
ture arrived, the Greets * their 
whips | 
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whips moſt furicuſiy, and away we went, 
with much greater ſpeed than I ſhould 


have ſuppoſed; in ſo heavy a conveyance, 
as they drove the horſes on a gallop, great 


nee Vale. „ 


| Valgne i is a town three ge diſtant 
from Cherbourg, and pretty large. I vi- 
ſited the church, which is, like moſt of the 
French churches, fine. I had an oppor- 
tunity of examining the country, in my 
ride frem Cherbourg to this place. It 
does not bear thoſe marks of cultivation 
' which I expected to have found. There 
is very little þ agg ground; and, here 
there is en , the herbage is thin and 
coarſe. The fields ſeem to be badly 
| a and are coyered over with hil- 
| locks, and ſuch-like rude aſperities as an 

' Engliſh farmer would be aſhamed of. 
The general aſpect of the country is by 
no means pleaſing the delightful Ver- 
dure that charms the view in an Engliſh 


G2 landfeape, 
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| Eee is here exchanged for the mud - 
dled hue of the ſaint- foin.— The mixture 

of red and green is by no means grateful 
to the eye;—it forms no relief, nor ſnews 


any ſtriking contraſt, or congruity of 
ſhade: —unlike the mead, whoſe verdure 
is enamelled with the ſilver daiſy, or 
ſtudded over with the rellow e of 
the gold ann 
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A: 3 at the 1 1 
about four leagues, we reached Carentan, 
The intermediate country ſeems chiefly to 
be appropriated to the produce of corn, 
and abounds with a number of apple- 
trees, interſperſed with a good deal of 
wood. The trees have not the beautiful 


| effect i in proſpect as thoſe i in England — 
inſtead of their wide branches, waving in 
rich foliage, and flowing i in all the looſe 


luxuriance of nature, they are trimmed | 
up and perruquiſed by the formal and un- 


gan! hand of art. Nature ſeems to bave 


Fax is 1 
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been ſenſible of the affront, and to have 
reſented i it, by diſtorting their limbs into 


. the moſt untoward ſhapes; —in ſhort, they 
look like ſo many monſters; and, inſtead of 

having their defects in ſymmetry and re- 
gularity of growth hid in an exuberance 


of leaves and branches, they are ſhrouded 


every two or three years, and left bare 


Famke naked and Shaſtly. 


We arrived. at Carentan- about nine 
9 o'clock 1 in the evening ;—as the diligence 


does not ſtop for ſypper, I made the beſt 
of my way to a miſerable auberge, with 


two fellow. paſſengers, who were French- 


men. We inquired for meat, for butter, 


and for cheeſe in vain; all we could 
procure was dry bread. The cuiſinier 
was buſy, frying ſome pancakes in a cor- 


ner, which 1 petitioned 1 moſt ſtrongly to. 


partake of; his refuſal the more height - 
8 enef my defire ;—but intreaty, promiſes, 
jd I. fenden was fruitleſs, as it 

| was 
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was all they could procure for fome gueſts 

who were to ſup in an adjoining room. 
The | politeneſs of my fellow-travellers 
was ſatisfied at the excuſe ;—but on my 
attempting to lay hold of one of the pan- 

| cakes, the cuifnier removed the diſh to 
dhe farther yo of the kitchen. Ee” 


pk: are tals; occaſions whey 4 
man is ſo much bent upon the acquiſition 
of a trifle, as to fubject himſelf to the 
moſt ſerious conſequences, rather tha 
be diſappointed.—Such way the preſent ; 
and had alt the carifinrers in France (of 
which, by the bye, there is a tolerable - 
number) been preſent, 1 ſhauld haye eu⸗ 
joyed the buſtls. | 


Lat firſt made ps to my fellows 
| travellers to make an open attack upon 
the pancakes, and to carry them off in 
triumph, by force of arms but they 
ſhuddered at the incivility of the thought. 

| 1 then 
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1 then drew backwards by degrees, and 
tyatching an opportunity, took out my 
fork, and ſtuck it through the pancak es; 
Lat once, all was confuſion; the maſtery | 
the. miftreſs, the f/le de chambre, the 
cuifinier—all ran to ſeize me :—l. flew 
round the kitchen, taking care to kyep. 
aloof till I had devoured my prey; and 
never did I eat any thing with greater 
gollt.— All the diables, and every oath that 
French ingenuity and nonſenſe could in- 
vent, were poured upon me, and I was 
at laſt forced to make my eſcape to the. 
coach, laughing moſt heartily at the fitu- 
ation I had int: them 1 in. 


1 know that this adventure cannot be 
excuſed on the ground of civility or 
juſtice ;—but ſuch conſiderations are ſel- 

dom operative, when we are diſpoſed for 
what an Engliſhman would Juſtify by the 
name of fun. 
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As the evening drew on, I took my plate 

in the inſide, and about two in the morii- 
ing arrived at St. Loo. We ſaw in the 
ſtreets, at a time when all mankind ſhould | 
be Huſhed in forgetfulneſs and ſleep, a 
ttain of the religieuſes, who were going to 
early matins :—by a glimmering light 
that they carried, I perceived them to be 
nuts. At ſeven we arrived at Bayeux, 
and I was heartily rejoiced at the return 
of light, and the idea of cleanlineſs, in 
taking my ſeat again in the cabriolet. 1 
made a reſolution to travel no more by 
night in ſuch a vehicle :—the French are 
ſo much in the habit of being naſty; they 
take ſuch quantities of ſnuff ; and the 
exhalations from their bodies are ſo 
fetid, ariſing, perhaps, from the groſſneſs 
of their food, that on being confined 
with them during the night, the ſmell 1 is 
intolerable. © 


At 


| FlinouUGH FRANCE. 4g. 


At Bayeus I ſearched the town over for 

a 22 which I at laſt diſcovered, and 
made ſomewhat of a wholeſome breakfaſt, 
The town is large, | but ill built it is a 
biſhopric, and has a handſome cathedral, 
the pulpit is a fine piece of workmanſhip, 
in wood, deſcribing the deliverance of the 
world from Satan, by Jeſus Chriſt, From ; 
Bayeux we proceeded to Catn :—there is 
much more uncultivated and barren land 
in this country, than J had an idea of; 
and the greateſt part that is cultured, has 
the appearance of a deſert ;—ſpots of dif- 
ferent produce not being partitioned from 
each other by any hedge or fence. The 
roads are very wide, and in general good; 
in the middle is the pave, which runs 
almoſt entirely through France: — on 
each ſide is a ſummer-path ; but the 
poſtilions prefer ſhaking the horſes and - 
paſſengers to pieces on the pave. 
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Caen 18 thirty-one leagues from Cher- 
bourg ; it is the ſecond city in Norman- 
dy the proſpe@ of it, on entering, is 
very pleaſant, but the country around by 
no means luxuriant. I was much ſur- 
Prifed, about a mile from 'Caen, at meet- 
Ing a lady finely dreſſed, riding. aſtride 
upon an aſs, with a ſervant on foot fol- 
towing her. We teached Caen about 
eleven o'clock: I went to the Hotel 
# Angleterre, where I found ſeveral Eng- 


q | | liſh families; and having delivered a let- 
1 ter of recommendation, and engaged my- 
i] | elf to dinner, I walked out to > take a ſur- 
[18 e the town, 5 


| | - Iviſited the viibeaine". bag founded 
by William the Conqueror ;—it is a 


Hu very fine edifice, and kept in wonder- 
| | ful good order. About the middle of 
bite altar (which, with the choir, is alt 
l . of marble) is the monument of King 
= William, who was here interred ;—it | 


e * 
yy 13 
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is a ai flat Kone, with the following 


ac Re 
Hic ſopultus en e 
AER Wh res e IT 


| Nermantie pig 
Et Angliz Rex, 


15 © - Hujufce Domus 
Conditor; 
n 30 


Io the ne and other parts of the , 
church, are ſame good paintings by Le 
Brun and others; and the veſtments of 
the prieſts, which they exhibit, are very + 
. ſuperb, There are ather ch urches, which 
are not worth examining, after the A4. 
bage; and. a very neat building. which 
was formerly the church of the SIS 
but, on the extirpation of that order, was , 
appropriated toa better ule, that of a ma- 
ae for corn. 


LSE | | Epined, | 
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I dined, according to my engagement, 
with the gentleman to whom I had pro- 
cured a letter; and was much pleaſed at 
meeting with an Engliſhman, who lived 
with him. He was an. old gentleman of 
family and fortune, from Devonſhire, an 
had formed an attachment to t. this French- 
man, to whom he was about to leave his 
fortune. I there found an inſtance of | 
one of thoſe extraordingry propenſities 
of human nature, that ſeemed to run 
counter to truth and probability. This 
old gentleman, who had been born in | the . 
ſoil of freedom, and had 3 all | 
the advantages of civilization, elegance, 
and taſte, that characterize our happy iſle, 
had conceived a ſtrong partiality for 
France. He could ſay nothing that was 
favourable to England and ſo aſſiduous | 
was he in diſcovering all the errors and 
blemiſhes i in the manners, laws, climate, 
and conſtitution of our country, that, at 
the ** he "wo of ir, our fituation was 
1 ah 


£ 


% 
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truly deplorable :—our liberty was only 

a chimera—our laws were unequal and 
abſurd—our manners rude and unpo- 

nied- our policy defeftive—and our re- 
| ligion heretical. | So nicely had he ſifted, 
5 through the grate of prejudice, every cir- 
cumſtance relative to England, that its 
beauties were all loſt and overlooked, and 
its defects alone preſerved. Theſe were 
preſented to the view of his French com- 
panions, who, conceiving them to be 
the Mines of Engliſh -manners, bleſs'd 
themſelves (Heavens bleſs them!) that 

. W 59—Frepehwen, | 


Alter a long Crying in my mind, after 
the cauſe of ſo ſtrange a perverſion of the 
- judgment and the feelings, I reſolved it 
into one of the moſt powerful principles 
that at any time can actuate the human 
breaſt- religious zeal. The old gentle 
man was a catholic ; —and ſo potent are 
he operations of this principle, that 

country, 
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country, friends, enjoyments ; nay, life 
itſelf, have at times been ſacrifiged unto 
6. Prompted by religious fury, man has 
dared to do more, in the moments of en- 

thuſlaſm, than could all the fire of am- 
bitien, the luſt of avarice, or the violence 
of love effect: —it is à principle deep- 
rooted its origin and end is Self- and in 
proportion as ſelf is excluſively intereſted, 

ſhall we find ous paſſions to be more 
violent. vit is a creature of the fancy 
and imagination works up our feelings 
to a higher pitch than neon or n, 
can poſſibly do. 225 
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Evreux, Aug. 125 1788. 


N returning from my viſit, I acci> 

SH dentally fell into company with an 
Engliſh family, and found them fo agree» 
able, and fpent ſo pleaſant an evening, 
that the appearance of every thing around 
ſeemed to be changed and meliorated : 
a different ſhade was diffuſed over every 
object, and I looked about me with a more 
' complacent regard. We walked round 
the town, which I found much ſuperior 
to any thing I had ſeen the buildings 
| were regular and handſome, andraiſed of 

3 „ | the 
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the fineſt tone ; they were erecting 4 
ſenate-houſe, and ſome other edifices, - 


which promiſe | a __ elegant appear- 
ance. 


The old name of this place is faid to be 
Cadomum, or Cai domus, ſo called from 
Caius Ceſar. 


We went in the evening to the Cours, a 
favourite walk on one ſide of the town, 
and found it extremely pleaſant. A very 
long and wide viſta, formed of trees lofty 
and magnificent, with a ſmaller row on 
each fide, ſerved as an airing- place for the 
company, where horſe, foot, and carriages 
intermix, and which the genteeleſt people 
frequent. On the left runs a long, wide, 
and handfome river, terminated by a fine 
caſcade; on the right is an extended 
meadow, rich in the moſt luxuriant ver- 
dure (a circumſtance very uncommon, but 
very . where horſes and cattle are 
feeding 
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feeding in great numbers and bounded 
by a view of the Abbage, and the gardens 
belonging to it ;—over which, in com- 
manding majeſty, the town appears. 
Along, is a fine view of a vale, enriched 


with many pleaſant ſeats, that ſeem to 


have crouded ambitiouſly into ſo ſweet a 


| ſpot. We walked till the lateneſs of the 


evening led us home ; when having made 
a good ſupper, which is here the prin- 
cipal meal, I retired to bed, and lay 
liſtening to the muſic of a Savoyard, who 
was playing in the ſtreet below, _ the 
| harp and tambrine. 


In the morning we fat out from Caen, 
at four o'clock, in the diligence, for Paris. 
Although there are numberlefs incon- 
veniences attendant upon a vehicle of this 


kind, yet are they fully compenſated, in 


the eſtimation of an inquiſitor into 
manners and human nature, by the op- 


portunity it gives, in a foreign country. 


-F - of 
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of examining the diverſity of characters, 


and of enjoying ſome kind of ſociety :. 


for my own part, I muſt own that I have 


never found myſelf in any company, 
however trifling, or however inferior, 


from which I could not, if I choſe, ex- 
tract ſome entertainment, and, generally, 
ſome information. It is too much the 
habit with many, in ſuch ſituations as 


theſe, and in many others in life, into 


which they are neceſſarily thrown, to 


make the worſt of every thing, and to 
torment themſelves with trifles, rather 


than to entertain themſelves, which they 
might as eaſily do,—Happineſs depends 
more on a man's own breaſt, than on any 


exterior ;— more in the recipient, than 


the thing received. He that can boaſt 
the chemic power of extrafting ſweets 
from moſt of the circumſtances of life, 


muſt be a happy, and is ſurely a good 


man. From the ſame flower the bee can 
extract honey, and the ſpider poiſon ;— 


* 
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and the honey of a; and the poiſon. 

of the ſpider, is not in one a more uſeful, : 
nor in the other a more noxious qua- 
lity, than cheerfulneſs and humanity on 
the one hand, or moroſeneſs and ill-tem-, : 
pero on the other, 5 | 


To be acquainted with human nature, 

requires a farther ſcrutiny than merely fo 
know the manners of the great and fa- 
ſhionable, or to frequent the honored 
walks of wiſdom and ſcience, Nature 
ſhould be purſued in all her meanders; 
and the character and the cuſtoms of the 
peaſant, the mechanic, and the merchant, 
' ſhould be equally known with thoſe of 
the ſcholar, the 1 and the man of 

fan 


058 leaving Caen, we ſoon commenced 
a converſation, and I found myſelf in 
company with characters rather different. 
An old man, who had never wandered far 
. 1% beyond 
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beyond the precincts of his native town 3 
one of a middle age, who had been 


great part of his time in Italy, and talked 


the language well and a young puppy, 
who! was dreſſed to the utmolt extreme of 
French frippery. On inquiring the hour, 
as ſoon as the morning opened, the youth 


drew out a watch, by the appendage of a 


lopg and brilliant chain; but appearing 


not ſatisfied with its deciſion, he drew 
forth another from his other ſide, of 


| equal richneſs, with a long equipage of 
gold ſeals and trinkets. I lifted up my 


eyes, and could not help lamenting how 
ſoon conveniency and uſe are diſtorted into 


extravagance and, folly. The woman, 


who, made the fourth: paſſenger, was old 
and talkative, and, making only remarks 
that were frivolous and trifling, and 


comments that were anticipated and ob- 


vious, would frequently interrupt a con- 
verſation more agreeable. The polite- 
e of the men e them to break off 

| | a 85 : 
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Aa diſcourſe, however intereſting, - view 


addreſſed 10 a ie bogen: en 
. 5 | | | 


"I again aſcended. 520 e ad 
: travelled over a country chiefly abounding 
in corn. At ſeven o'clock we changed 
horſes, at a little alehouſe, where my 
companions each regaled themſelves with 
a glaſs of pure eau de vie—In vain 1 in- 
quired for coffee, tea, or butter; the 
ſimpleſt of all food, dry bread, and water 
from the wel s eren for * rofreſh- | 
ment. 5 


We met a vaſt bat of . tra- 

velling in different conveyances, all going 
to the fair of Guibreg, a village about 
twenty miles from Caën. The fair was 
to commence on the 18th, and the num- 
ber of people reſorting thereto, cither for 
intereſt or pleaſure, I was informed, 
would be immenſe not leſs than a hun- 
120 Co fared. 
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dred thouſand. We found every village 


through which we paſſed, crouded with 
ſtandings, with all the appearance of a 


country wake ;—it was Sunday, on the 
morning of which they hold their mar- N 
kets, to prepare themſelves for the en- 


n of the e 


We traverſed many TY between Cain 
and Lifieux; the poſts are all royal, under | 
the immediate direction of government, . 


and are eſtabliſhed through every part of 


France, where only you can be ſupplied, | 
at a fixed price, with poſt-horſes and car- 


riages. We paſſed through a great many 
ſmall towns and villages, all of which, on 
account of its being Sunday, were gay 


and lively. At the entrance of every 


town, and in different parts of the 


road, are ſaints and crucifixes, to which 


all good catholics bow; though the ob- 


| ſervance is by no means general. Our 5 


ps. who, * his aſpect and his 
Manner. 


THROUGH FRANCE, 65 


manner, ſeemed not to care much, either 


for God or devil, moſt ſcrupulouſly pulled 
off his hat, as often as he paſſed theſe ſa- 


4 * 


2 


cred monumentss. 


Normandy is famous for its breed of 


horſes, which are by far the beſt in 
France. They are neither ſo large or 
good as the Engliſh horſes, but are well 
calculated for work, being of a ſtrong, 


cloſe, compact make, and very hardy. 


The general ſize is about fourteen hands; 
they are all ſtallions, and full of fire and 


ſpirit ; and, notwithſtanding they live 


hard, are in excellent order. They are 


extremely vicious, and never ſtand in har- 
neſs without biting and kicking each 
other. I have ſeen them ſo entangled 


together, that the firſt horſe ſhould be 


fighting with the laſt, and every one at 


war with his moſt diſtant companion; 


whilſt, all along, the immenſe vehicle | 
15 2 behind 
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We rode through continued and pleas 
ſant rows of trees, till we reached Liſſeux, 


where we dined. After eating my dinner 


as quick as poſſible, I ran out, to take A 
ſurvey of the town and churches. Lificux 


is a biſhopric, and a fortified town; the ex- 
tent of it very confiderable, but the build- 
ings ancient. The ſituation is extremely 


eligible and pleaſant, lying on the fide of 
a riſing hill. The ſtreets were thronged g 


with numbers of people, juſt returning 
from maſs. - The church is of no ſuperior 


ſtructure; it contains ſome paintings of K 
en e in Lon choir. Ns 


' Normandy is divided into ſeven bi- 
ſnoprics, namely Bayeux, Coutances, 
Liſieux, Evreux, Seez, Auranches, and 
Rouen. It contains ſeven bailliages, four 
; in 
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in the Upper, and three. in Lower Nor- 


mandy, as follow ; Rouen, Evreux, Caux, 
_ Giſori;' Caen, Alengon, and Coutance. 


On returning to the inn, I reſumed my 
ſeat, and partook of a deſert ;—when 
preſently a berlin drove into the yard, 
and two tall ill-looking fellows inſtantly 
jeaped out, with ſwords in their hands. 
At once; all was mute attention every 
one knew, beſides myſelf, of what de- 
ſeription they were the door opened, 
and they entered our room. In ſuch a 
country as this, every one has reaſon to 
tremble for his ſafety. Conſternation ſeized 
upon the looks of the whole company; 
each trait of vivacity was fled ;— fear, 
horror, and expectation, hung upon every 
brow ;—each, though unknowing of a 
cauſe, fearing for himſelf. I inſtantly 
caught the tremor, and felt myſelf a good 
deal alarmed, when one of them fixed his 


nen looks intent upon me (I ſuppoſed, 
Fo Z; = after- 
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afterwards, from ſeeing me to be a fo- 
reigner). Preſently they ſeized on the 
youth I before ſpoke of, and commanded 


him to ſurrender every thing he had,— 


Guilt bluſhed in his face, and conſciouſ- 
neſs ſeemed to take away every power of 
defence, or of excuſe, and he begged alone 


for mercy. They took poſſeſſion of his 
gold watches, his money, and every thing 
about him, and, calling for the conducteur, 


drew a parcel from the coach, containing 
caſh to the amount of two hundred 
pounds, This the wretch had that morn- 
ing ſtolen from his father, and was mak- 
ing off for Paris: the cbaſſeurs were 
diſpatched after him, and the proceſs 


now was pretty ſummary ;—they ſecured 


him, and took him ae knows 
Whither. 


A little diſconcerted at this adventure, 
we again proceeded forwards ; but the 
vatiety of objects, and the revolution of 

ideas 
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ideas incident thereon, ſoon removed the 
impreſſion. As for the Frenchmen, they 
reſumed at once their cheerfulneſs, and 
forgot all pity or deteſtation towards their 

former companion, in expreſſions of gal- 
lantry, pleaſantry, and politeneſs. 


We had now to travel through a very 
entertaining country the road hand- 
ſome, - and wide enough to hold fix 
coaches abreaſt, ſeemed extended to an 
immenſe length before us; almoſt as far 

as the eye could reach. On each ſide 

were rows of ſpreading fruit-trees, hung, 
as thick as the branches could bear, with 

| pears and apples, that turned their roſy 

| cheeks toward the ſun. This continued 
for a conſiderable length of way, now- 
and-then diverſified with rows of elms, 
and now-and-then of poplars. 


Although, from the novelty of it, I 
. confeſs myſelf to have been much enter- 
VV tained 
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tained with theſe long-extended viſtas, 
and the great nnen of the road ; 
"ky mode. It Fai the eye, at fir, 
with an air of grandeur and magnifi- 
cence ; but, having no variety, ſoon ſa- 
tiates the view. The mere idea of hav- 
ing ſuch a length of way before him, 
to a tired traveller, is terrible; he dreads, 
indeed, ability, to accompliſh it; and his 
1magination, | troubled by the proſpect, 
ſeems to lengthen it the more. The 
circuitous road, and the variation of trees. 
and hedges, field and meadow, is much 
more entertaining ;—the tediouſneſs of 
the way 1s beguiled ;—=expectation is kept 
awake. by the thoughts of what it has 
to meet with at the next ſtep;—and a 
new and pleaſing object is diſcerned, even 
in the ſituation of a hedge, or in the di- 
verſity of a leaf. 


ff . a 8 u 5 Pop 5 * / 7 
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We have now reached Evreux, from 
whence I date my letter. It is a biſhopric, 
and its dioceſe pretty extenſive; - the 
diſtance from Caen 27 leagues. 


Adieu. 


Yours, &c. 
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LETTER VII. 


Paris, Aug · 12, 1788. | 
| E left Evreux, with' the ſame com- 


pany, at three o'clock in the 


morning, and at the riſing of the ſun I 
aſſumed my ſeat in the cabriolet. 


We paſſed through a pleaſant town, 
called Paffy, fituate in the midſt of ſome 
charming meadows, the verdure of which 
was extremely fine ; but the herbage, as 
every where elſe, rank and reedy. Some 
miles from Paſly, as the carriage aſcended 
a high hill, my companions breakfaſted 
: on 


leading from Rouen to Havre de Grace, | 
and came down on the ſide of the Seine, 
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on their favourite liquor, eau de vie; ori 
the top of the hill was a ſmall fair, where 
I procured three peaches for my refreſh- 
ment. 5 


At ſome diſtance, we joined the road 


which ran along a fine valley. A noble 
view then opened to us ;—we ſaw the 
windings. of the river, for a long extent, 


meandering. under rocks of conſiderable 


height :—on each ſide, the country was 
interſperſed with orchards; corn-fields, 
and vineyards, the grapes hanging in 
cluſters upon the vines.—We had a plea- 
ſant view of Vernon, a little town delight- 
fully ſituated on the banks of the Seine 
and alſo of a grand chateau, belonging to 
the Duc de ** 


We now. pt the town of 


| 1 and paſſed ſome ſeats of con- 


ſiderable 
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ſiderable conſequence ;—viſtas opening 


upon viſtas ;—walks interſecting walks; 


—egardens laid out, in the French taſte, 


cloſe to the road ;—and the whole N 


ſpect new and entertaining. 


There is en | in the ſtyle of 


French gardening, in the formal regu- 
 larity of their walks and viſtas, and the 


great preciſion of their method, that is 
at firſt calculated to ſurprize and pleaſe. 
Whatever ſerves to elevate our ideas, 
communicates an impreſſion partaking 


of the grand ;—and the idea conſequent 


on ſuch objects as theſe, is that of ex- 
pence, and of magnificence. At the ſame 


time, the appearance of the trees, tower- 


ing to a great height above us, and drawn 
to an immenſe length before 15. e 


images verging on BLOT, 


But the more t and Aa * 5 
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idea being that of | grandeur, and of 
wealth ;—that of elegance, of beauty, 
and of taſte, is abſent.—Far more en- 
chanting are thoſe ſoft and complacent 
feelings, that ariſe from the view of cul- 
tivated nature ;—of hill and dale, finely 
diverſified ;—of wood and water, diſpoſed 
in natural, and, at the ſame time, ſtrik- 
ing ſituations ;—the impreſſions ariſing 
from art and regularity, are uniform and 
tedious ;—from beauty, and from Anture, | 
ve and opts MP 


U 


Deſcending a hill, ſome hikes before 
we entered Mantes, our eyes were feaſted 
with a moſt lovely proſpect. A wide 
extended meadow opens to the view, at 
the extremity of which appears the 
church, and the town of Mantess The 
turrets have, at a diſtance, a grand and 
very fine effect ;—but, on approaching 
them, are diſcovered to be inſignificant. 
The Seine embracing as large a circuit as 


pou * 


£ pital, became more and more intereſting; 
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poſlible, as though deſirous of wandering 
wide over ſo ſweet a valley, ſhews itſelf 
for many miles; —high rocks bound the 
proſpect around, the river running at 
their feet. By its fide, we proceeded to 


Mantes, where we dined ; and, on leaving 


the town, croſſed a beautiful fone 
bridge, lately built over the Seine. It 
leads into a very pleaſant iſland, diver- 
 fified with rows of elms, and groves of - 

'poplars ; rich in vineyards, and luxuriant 

in meadows ; at ſome diſtance from the 
town, is a monaſtery of the Cceleſtins, 
ſituated on a hill, in the midſt of a fine 
country, where they make ſome ep en- 
cellent wines. TLRs | 


Every ſpot, as we approached Fn ca- 


we ſaw a vaſt number of chateaus ;-=ſome ' 
elevated high above us, ſome at a diſtance, 
ky the fide of the river, and others ſtand- 
1 ing 
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ing in little iſlands, encircled with eres 
of ee 3 


Ar erm we reached St. Germain' 's, 
which is the Pinder of Paris. In point 
of proſpect, the compariſon may poſſibly 
hold; but the town is moſt miſerably in- 
ferior. We paſſed the palace and gardens, 
but could have no tolerable view of them. 


I could not but look with indignation 
upon a place that ſerved as a ſanctuary 
for an Evgliſh monarch, who, both 
throughout his reign and his exile, was a 
dependent on the French crown. It was 
here that James the Firſt retreated, in the 
year 1690, after the glorious battle of the 


Boyne, and ever rede held his ſer⸗ | 
vile court, 


There Is a new Ecurie built by the 
king, which contains ſtablin 8 for ſeveral 
hun- 
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hundred horſes. They would have done 


well to have examined an Engliſh ſtable, 


as never was any thing worſe contrived, 
the ſtalls being ſo extremely narrow. 


* 


St. Germain's is ſeated on the brow of a 


very lofty eminence, and commands a 
moſt ſuperb extent and variety of pro- 


ſped. Before, lies a fine valley, of large 
circumference ;—to the right, the town 


and gardens of Marli, with the tomb of 
Madame du Barre ; and above, the palace: 
to the left, are ſeveral towns and villages; 


amongſt others, the town of Sf. Denis, 


with a view of Paris, and Mont Calvaire, 
at a diſtance :—beneath, runs the Seine, 
winding round ſhe na till it reaches 
Faris. : a 


We aſſed the famous engine at Marli, 
invented for the purpoſe of ſupplying the 
king's gardens at Verſailles and Marli 
with water, which is taken from the 

Seine, 
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Seine, to the height of 600 fegt, and car- 
ried to the diſtance of fix miles. 


on a "Ns we met wich, a 
number of ill · ſnapen monſters, ycleped 
carriages, driving out for an evening's 
ride ; they are conſtructed of every poſli- 


ble uncouth and aukward ſhape, and were 
charmingly contraſted with an Engliſh 


carriage or two that I had the pleaſure of 
meeting. I was much. ſtruck at the en- 


virons, and the entrance of Paris ;—it - 
was far ſuperior to any thing I had a 


conception of. The ſcene was truly 


beautiful ; an immenſe length of road, 


with rows of trees, and houſes on each 
fide, was terminated, at the point of a ri - 
ſing hill, by two handſome barriers, which 
formed a ſtriking coup d il. After paſſing 


them, we entered the Champs Eliſces, that 
ſeemed very rightly ſo named. Avenues 


opened on either ſide of the road, and 
viſtas of * trees were filled in every 


part 
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| part with company. Some were regaling 
themſelves at tables beneath the trees; 


others, under open tents ; and farther in 


were parties walking :—ladies were pa- 
rading along in full dreſs, with their 
fans in their hands; and gentlemen walk- 


ing by their ſides,” with their hats be- 


neath their arms t=—111 fhort, every part 
was crouded ;—and the road was equally 
filled with a vaſt diverſity of- carriages, 
of the moſt fanciful and tawdry ap- 


pearances; ſome of which were gilt all 


over. So new a ſcene made me loſe almoſt 
every idea of reality, and I fanſied it to be 

enchantment, or at leaſt that I was in 
China, or ſome ſuch remote country; 
our ideas of which approach towards 


it, as being wholly different from any 


: YO” we have ever been eee to. 


We ale by £ . very ne baths, . 

allo the Grande Opera; when, reaching the 
| Bureau des Me eſageries Royales, my trunks 
a were 
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were again examined; I called for a fac 


a moſt miſerable conveyance in imitation 
of our hackney-coaches, and vlog to "__ 


lodging 85. 


As I went along, I ſaw viſt number f 
people collected in the ſtreets, and, on 
reaching my lodgings, learned the cauſe 
of it. The funeral of the Duc de Riche- 
lieu was to take place that evening, and 


to paſs through Paris with great pomp. 


at ten o'clock. I arrived juſt in tim. to 


ſee it. As the proceſſion moved along, 
every bell in Paris tolled ;—they proceed- 


ed in a ſolemn manner through the ſtreets, 


which were lined in every part with peo- 


ple. A long train of guards, attended by 


a number of torches, began the proceſ- 
ſion; next followed an immenſe line of 


coaches, belonging to the friends and re- 
lations of the duke; and afterwards, his 
own ſtate coach, in which was his body, 


laying on the a expoſed, in all his 
| robes, 
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robes to the public view, which was aſ- 
ſiſted by the light of the torches on each 
| ſide. The proceſſion continued for a 
conſiderable length of time, and paſſed 
through the greateſt part of the city. 
The body was then interred in the 
church of the Sorbonne, which was erected 
by his anceſtor, the Cardinal de Richlica ; 
and which ſerves more for a private mau- 
ſoleum, than a religious temple ; being 
opened but once a year. 


I muſt now conclude, and gn myſelf | 
bens . 
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ET FER IX, 


ESE | E 
My DEAR SIR, | 


Fart, Aug: 13, 1788. 


F MUST not omit mentioning to you, 
amidit a routine of deſcriptions, a 
circumſtance which I know will. give you 
pleaſure z—as, to feel ſtrongly the en- 
| Joyments of another, i 15 to make ourſelves 
1 party in them, | 


'I promiſed myſelf a good deal of ow 
ſure, in ſurpriſing a younger brother, 
who ĩs here at a private academy, with my 

| Mg - com- 
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company, and thought much on the 
mutual delights of ſuch a meeting. 


The idea of ſurprize has in it ſome- 
thing very pleaſing to the mind, whether 
we feel it ourſelves, or are in the act of 
imparting it to others. The pleaſure 
ariſing from this feeling, is of an abrupt 
and unexpected kind; it comes not by 
gradation, nor gives a foretaſte of its 
ſweets ;—it is not the pleaſure of ima- 
gination, or of idea ;—but the rare plea- 
ſure of reality :—expettation lives upon 
idea, and feeds upon the fancy hope 
ſwims upon the mind in pleaſing uncer- 
tainty, and communicates ſoft, but doubt- 
ful feelings. Pleaſures that have been 
thus anticipated, have yielded half their 
reliſh ;—for reality falls far ſhort of the 
warm conceptions of fancy. The mind 

views its future enjoyments in idea, ſingle 
and unſullied ;—reality gives ſome alloy, 

and thus Its delights are leſſened. But 
the 
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the pleaſure ariſing, from an agreeable 


| ſurprize, is as great as it is unthought of. 
The mind 1s unprepared for it ;—its 


approach has not been ea aa 


effects not weakened. 


Fon may e of the furprize, and the 


enjoyment of ſuch a meeting. 


The pleaſure we feel, in making 


another happy, is one of the moſt ami- 
able, and, at the ſame time, moſt natural 
propenſities of the human heart.—I can- 
not, in my own mind, reſolve it at 
all into the principles of ſelf - love, but 


muſt look, for its origin, to a ſocial im- 
pulſe. - . = 


* 


+30 was but the other day that I dined 


with a friend, who treated me with the 


utmoſt hoſpitality and kindneſs ;—as I 


was going away, he ſtood too near my 


horks, and was enen trod upon; 
750 | 00 
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his foot was a, good deal injured by the 
accident, and he ſeemed in a momentary 
agony. A ſtrong ſenſation of pain im- 
mediately enſugd in my mind :—I was 
no ſufferer ;—my feelings were merely 
IR ,—and I found that there 
was a principle. in my boſom, that ſeemed 
equally concerned for the good of others. 
as for myſelf, 


Not having an idea of meeting me 
here, and at ſo great a diſtance from his 
home and friends, no circumſtance could 
have been more calculated to impart 
pleaſure, than ſuch a meeting as this; — 
for amongſt all the ties that nature has 
invented, to ſweeten life, and to cement 
ſociety, there is none more ſtrong, none 
more exquiſite, than that of fraternal af- 
fection.— The degree of affection from a 
child to a father, partakes too much of 
reverence and duty ;—the regard is more 
compounded, and the return diſſimilar; 
f but 


— 
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but the love of a brother, is ey neces 
and pure.— Nature, or habit, prompts a 
kind of peculiar affeQion ; and friendſhip, 
ſupported by OE unites N 
feeling. 


vou will e this ewt from 


my deſcriptive correſpondence, may be · 
lieye me to „ 
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an Aug. 14, 1788. 


Voran morning I entertained 
myſelf with looking about the 
ſtreets of Paris; and as it was intended 
rather as a pre-amble to my tour of obſer- 
vations, I paid no particular attention to 
any ſingle circumſtance, but contented 
myſelf with a general ſurvey, the reſult. 
of which, I muſt confeſs, was much in 
disfavour of the place for whether I 
conſidered the blackneſs of the houſes, 

the narrownels of the ſtreets, or their 
1 N extreme 
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extreme dirtineſs, 1 found it, in every 
reſpect, inferior to London. I wiſhed 

much for the broad and handſome pave- 
ment, that at once graces our ſtreets, 
and commodes our paſſengers :—every 
moment of obſervation being interrupted, 
either by the rattling of carriages behind 


me, or the daſhing of my clothes with 


the dirt. 


> the evening I went to the grand 


opera, and was very much entertained. — 


The form of the building is very, hand- 
ſome ; and, conſidering the ſhortneſs of 
the ſpace in which it was erected, is much 


to be admired. It was built in fix weeks 


after the former opera was burnt down, 


which unhappily deſtroyed many of the 


fineſt dreſſes and decorations. 


This fatal conflagration, at the time, 
occaſioned a general horror and deſpon- 
dency throughout the Whole city. They 


tell 


{ 


THROUGH. FRANCE. gr 


tell of a circumſtance, ſo truly deſcriptive 5 


of the characteriſties of the French levity 
and frivolity, that I cannot avoid relating 
it. Whilſt the remains of the decorations 
and ſcenery were carrying away in wag- 
gons from the ruins of the building, the 
whole city were aſſembled around, and 
followed the carriages, in a proceſſion 
ſimilar to the funeral of the moſt la- 
mented monarch, whilſt dejection hung 
upon every countenance, and every tongue 
uttered lamentations.—A common fel- 
low, who was riding upon one of the 
carriages, picked out, from the heap of 

ruins on which he was fitting, the ha- 
biliments of an opera prince, and, deck- 
ing himſelf with the richeſt ornaments 
he could find, rode along with the ſtate of 
a Rinaldo. As ſoon as this humorous 
feat attracted the eye of the people, the 
look of dejection, and the cry of ſorrow, 
were changed in a moment, and ſucceeded 
by the moſt exceſſive peals of laughter 


1 and 
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and applauſe. Every idea of the melans 
© choly occaſion was Gffipated, aug _— 
again thought of. | 


The acai opera of (Egdipe d Colonne 
was played, the ſcenery of which was 
grand to a degree;—the orcheſtra was 
very full, but the voices nat equal to what 
I have before heard. I was much pleaſed 
with the actor who perſonated the father, 
and could not but recognize our Hender- 
ſon, in many of his attitudes and ex- 
preſſions, which were grand and charae- 
teriſtic. The dancing was in the ven 
ſtyle, and very beautiful. 


Alter the e of WY we 
walked to the Palais Royal, a very faſhion- 
able and moſt lovely place of refort. It 
is the property of the Duc d'Orleans, and 


was ſome time ſince a private palace :—it 
is now decorated around with ſhops, the 
wag in Paris, which pate prodigious 

rent 
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rent to the duke; Every thing that is 
ich, brilliant, and beautiful, is expoſed,” 
to ſale at theſe different boutiques ; the 


| ſplendor of which, together with the 


pleaſantneſs of the walks, and the croud 
of well · dreſſed company, make this place 
truly enchanting and delightful. The 
company are diſperſed in various parts, 
and at different entertainments; —ſome 
walking ;—ſome- ſitting without doors 
ſub die—and ſome under tents ;—whilf 
the caf#s beneath the piazzas are equally 
filled. In the center of the garden is a long 
building, newly and groteſquely erected 4 
it is encireled with water, and ſmall foun- 
tains, that are continually playing. 
We ſupped in an elegant apartment 
above ſtairs; and, ſitting in the balcony, 
fanſied ourſelves in a kind of paradiſe. 
In addition to the light of the lamps, the 
moon towered above, and through the 
REM thin _—_ diffuſed her ſof- 
| tened 
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tened radiance z which, like that of a 
modeſt fair, ſhone more lovely, from be- 
ing half concealed beneath. the thin n 
ver of a vell. 


This morning was paſſed in a manner 
extremely entertaining — namely, in the 
inſpection of the beauties of the Louvre 
and the Thuilleries, The colonade of the 


Louvre 1s univerſally admired, and' is 


beautifully grand; the vanity of the 
French has always puniſhed itſelf ;—the 
immenſity of their deſigns having re- 


peatedly prevented their execution. Be- 


fides that the original plan of the Louvre 
has, from its vaſtneſs, been renounced, the 
preſent ruinous ſtate of part of the build- 
ing, ſtands as a monument of the charac- 


teriſtic of the nation. | 


The Louvre is a 0 palace, but of 
late never inhabited; - there are many in- 
ſerĩptions over it, in different parts, ſome 

. | — ME 
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of which are placed more from an attach- 
ment to vanity, than from any juſtneſs of 
appropriation. The inſcription, © Donec 
| totum impleat orbem” ſeems to have no 
particular application nor would its 
alluſion be eaſily diſcovered, were it not 
known to be an inſcription on the exergue 
of a French coin, which repreſents the 
ſun (as ſymbolic of the throne) riſing 
over the face of the earth ;—no mean 
ſpecimen of the greatneſs of their am- 
n me their e 


The FREE of the Thuilleries (fo named 
from having been built on a ſpot for- 
merly over-run with reeds and marſhes) 
adjoins to the grand gallery of the 
Louvre. The palace is very ſuperb, and 
the ſtatues diſperſed about the gardens, 
exquiſite, The Chefs d æuures of le Pautre, 
and the beautiful productions of Bou- 
chardon, are here collected. The ſtatue 
of Eneas carryinghis father from T roy, 
1$ 
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is finely executed; and the charming 
piece of Arria and Petus ſarpaſſes the 
power of deſcription. I was ſo rapt in 
- admiration, that · I wanted new powers of 
expreſſion. The look and attitude of 
Petus, as he views his wife ſtabbing her- 
ſelf, to teach him how to die, 1s ſuch as 
the moſt impaſſioned and expreflive actor 
would find it hard to imitate, = Life, 
thought, paſſion, and horror, are thrown 
into the piece; and the calmneſs and 
reſignation of Arria=* It is not painful, 
- Petus”—is beautifully contraſted. I will 
not enumerate to you the many fine 
pieces of ſculpture in theſe gardens, as I 
could not do them juftice. The gardens 
are laid out in the uncouth French ſtyle 3. 
the parterres as ugly as they are laboured: 
two long terraces encircle them, and join 
at the extent; and a fine grove of trees pre- 
ſents temptations for walking or fitting, to 

reflect on the beauties you have beheld. 


In 


In F 5-3 „ 1 went Wh a 17 
party to the Comedie Tralienne, which name 

| it derives from having been formerly the 
property of an Italian company; as it is 
now nothing more than a French comic 
opera. The houſe was very much crowd-. 
ed, on account of the Indian Ambaſſadors, = 
being preſent. One of them appeared * J 
| extremely old; the other ſomewhat - l 
younger; they were accompanied by 
four young men of their own country, ; 
and by many of the firſt people i in France. 
They were tall and thin, and much diſ. | | 
poſed to ſtoop ; their features very pro- - i 


minent, and their complexions of a | _ 
. darkiſh brown. They were habited very. 
plain, in white gowns and turbans ; the =_ 


turbafi of the old ambaſſador was a little | 
ornamented AY gold. 5 


The Nr .» was 1 and extremely 
well performed; their favourite actreſs, | 
Madame du Gazon, played a principal — 

. 0 Parr, 
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part, and with great ſucceſs ; being wel- 


comed and approved, with loud and re- 
peated plaudits. Her merit, in the tra- 


gic walk, is doubtleſs very great, though | 


by no means incomparable to an Engliſh 
eye. I heſitate to give an opinion of their 


actors in general; as, to my view, per- 
haps prejudiced and vitiated by the for- 


mality and ſtiffneſs of our ſtage, they ſeem 
wholly to abound in frivolity and frip- 
pery ;—and even the rage and paſſion 
of a lover or a hero diſcovers itſelf 
in the geſtures and mimickry of a petit- 
maitre, But I was informed otherwiſe, 
and told, that if I was accuſtomed to their 


| ſtage, I ſhould perceive it to be all grace, 
elegance, and beauty *- —it pe be ſo. 


At the concluſion ier gl WM hi << 
from the muſic, the ſcenery, and the cir- 
cumſtances, was highly wrought ; the 
ambaſſadors requeſted to have the curtain 


drawn up ; when _—_ roſe, and, e 


their 
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their foreheads, made a bow to each of the 
actors; and then, turning to the au- 


dience, paid them, on every ſide, the ſame 
compliment. 


4 
[4 


The theatre is large and | handſome. 
The ſcenery was very indifferent, till the 


laſt act, which compenſated for the for- 
mer. deficiency. The repreſentation of a 
ſiege, and a town on fire, was well de- 
ſcribed, and the horrors of it finely de- 
picted. Women and children came ruſh- 
ing from their houſes all on flames upon 
the ſtage, with every ſnew and e 
of ler and terror. 


I am now nter well fatigued, after 


the enjoyments of the day, and ſhall con- 


clude my journal for the preſent. Believe 
me, &c. 
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Paris, * 16, 1788. 


7 ESTERDAY: being the Fete of the 
Aſſumption of the Virgin Mary, 
one of the grandeſt ceremonials in this 
city, I did not miſs the opportunity of 
3 re at it. 


I went in the morning, with a gen- 
tleman, to the cathedral of Notre Dame, 
having firſt provided ourſelves with books, 
in order ** to keep up a ſhew.” I myſelf 
took a little Juſtin, and he a Terence, for 
: on ay as we thought ſome 
apology 
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apology neceſſary for our wearing glaſſes. 


As we were going along, I wiſhed to pro- 


cure ſome fruit, and inquired of my friend 
whether I might eat it during the ſervice. 


Being a wit, he replied very gravely, 
Non, Monfieur, dans nos Eglt * nous ne 


mangeons pas, que Dien. 


We arrived juſt in time to ſqueeze into 
a front place in the gallery, where ſhortly 
after the ambaſſadors, with a long retinue, 
appeared, in order to be preſent at the 
maſs. One of the Indians was dreſſed 
with his hair and clothes tout 4 la Frangois, 
and looked ridiculous; enough. The, 
church was very much erouded, and mals! 
was performed by the Archbiſhop of 
Paris, the firſt dignitary in Franc. 


The view of the body of the choir, on 


looking down from the gallery, was ex- 


tremely rich and grand ;—the. fine mar- 
ble pavement was covered, from the altar 
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. 


to the door, with the richeſt Gobelin ta- 
peſtry, wrought with the moſt brilliant 
| colours, and in the moſt beautiful forms. 


In the ſtalls around the choir were ſeated 
the chief prieſts and canons of the 
church, with three biſhops, dreſſed i in 


lilac gowns :—diſperſed over the body, | 


were. the different orders, in the richeſt 
| habiliments. Looking towards the right, 


you behold the altar- piece, of moſt ex- 
quiſite workmanſhip, repreſenting, in the 
fineſt Egyptian marble, the Virgin Mary, 


with a dead Jeſus in her lap; and on 
either ſide, angels offering her crowns. 
The altar was. crowded around with 
wax tapers of a vaſt ſize and height, 
which were all lighted up. Standing 
before the altar, was the archbiſhop, 
in his robes and mitre, holding a gol- 
den croſier in his hand :—his dreſs 


was richly wrought, of gold and filver, 


and the fineſt embroidery ; and his mitre 


was chiefly of gold. Two prieſts attended, 
habited 
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habited magnificently, whoſe bufineſs it 
was to hold out his tobes, and to diſplay . 
them to as much allvantage as poſſible to 
the ſpectators. A crowd of other prieſts 
in different dreſſes, according to their 
orders, were attending. Elevating your 
eyes a little above this dazzling ſpectacle, 
to the ſpace between the ſummit of the 
ſtalls and the ſtone gallery, a moſt ſu- 
perb row of paintings preſented them- 
ſelves, executed by Le Brun, and other 
capital artiſts. Above, in the gallery, | 
were crowds of people, and in one part, 
nearly oppoſite to me, the ambaſſadors 
and their attendants. Turning towards 
the body of the church, we beheld its 
vaſt ſpace filled with a ſea of heads; an 
innumerable concourſe of people being 
aſſembled, ſome for devotion, more out of 1 
curioſity, and the greateſt part to have a 
view of the ambaſſadors :—in. ſhort, 
which-ever way we looked, the view was 
N * 5 
The - 
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The archbiſnop began the Ge, and, 
when dreſſed in all his robes, he looked 
very majeſtic. He appeared to be about 
forty years of age, wore his own hair 
curled, and had a particularly gentleman- 
like look: — his figure was large and 
graceful, and his perſon comely and 
| handſome. The organ ſtruck up, and the 
archbiſhop walked from the altar, pre- 
ceded by a. golden croſs and croſier, and 
a long train of prieſts, in their reſpective 
habits, into the body of the church, croſſ- 
ing himſelf as he went, after having 
reached the organ (which is always placed 
over the grand door, at the entrance), and 
made ſome minutes ſtay, they proceeded 
intirely round the church, and returning 
in the ſame long proceſſion, the arch- 
biſhop and the attendant prieſts took | 
their ſeats at the right hand fide of the 
altar, the prieſts very carefully holding up 
the robes of the archbiſhop, that they 
N 18 not be deranged or rumpled. The 


IT e 
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. ſervice then began, with a concert of mu- 
fie, which performed part of the maſs in 
the middle of the'choir : the muſic was 
compoſed purpoſely for the occaſion. It 
was often interrupted, - and again re- 
| ſumed, ſametimes by the archbiſhop, and 
ſometimes by the prieſts ;—now in one 
part of the church, and now in another, 


- which took up a conſiderable deal of time. 


The ceremonies then began at the altar ; 
—the archbiſhop. retired to dreſs himſelf 
afreſh, in order to be in a fit condition to 
make a deity. Part of his dreſs was put 
on before the altar, the prieſts repeatedly 
taking off his mitre, and replacing it again 
upon his head. | | 


The bie then put ſome incenſe 
in a large ſilver encenſoir, which imme- 
diately diffuſed a fragrant ſmell over the 
whole church, and was received by a : 
youth of a moſt ſingular appearance. His 


head was axed, and his white gown was 
_ faſtened 
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faſtened very high round him, with a 
ceſtus, that left his long ſkirts hanging 
looſe, like the dreſs of a lady in a preg- 
nant ſtate, There were ſeveral other 
youths in the ſame habit, who ſtood with 
their arms folded, when diſengaged ; and, 
inſtead of bowing, always curtſied. 


The archbiſhop and the prieſts were 
every inſtant employed in bowing, kneel- 
ing, and riſing. The youth then began 
to incenſe the altar, and afterwards the 
archbiſhop. The mode of doing it was, 
by throwing the encenſoir, pendant to a 
long filver chain, towards the perſon in- 
ceenſed, and then catching it again ſhort 
in the hand. A very rich gilded bible was 
next preſented to the archbiſhop, which 
he kiſſed : the incenſor went round the 
church, with an attendant, who carried 
the bible, and incenſed every prieft three 
times, even to the little mutes. They 
afterwards ſaluted the bible, and esch 
| FS returned 
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returned a number of Moen 
bows. N 


After this ceremony, the archbiſhop 
himſelf incenſed the altar, and, having 
finiſned, held out his hand to the prieſts, 
who approached, and kiſſed a ring upon 
his little finger ;—all the choir then did 

the ns except the en 5 


7 


This concluded, which et . a con- 


ſiderable time, the archbiſhop began to 


prepare the ſacrament. The proceſs was 
eaſy enough, being to all outward ap- 
pearance nothing more than a few bows, 
and repeated kneeling, which was con- 
tinued for a length of time, retiring. every 
now and then a few. ſteps backwards. 
On the altar was placed a large golden 
ſun, the back of which was turned to- 
wards the people; the wafer, being ſanc- 
tified and tranſubſtantiated, was placed 
m"n_ the PO” with great ſolemnity, 
in 


- THROUGH FRANCE. 109 
zn the center of the face of the ſun. He 
then turned it round, and lifting up the 
hoſt; expoſed his deity in all his glory to 
| the congregation, who, at the ringing of a 

bell, fell down upon their knees, with'the 
profoundeſt reverence and adoration. I 
| looked, at this moment, to ſee how the 
_ ambaſſadors would conduct themſelves: 
the old one having had a pre-intimation 
of it, roſe up, and withdrew ; the reſt kept | 
their places, behaving in the ſame man- 
ner as the other part of the ſpectators. 
The wine was next made, with as much 
ceremony: the archbiſnop then moſt 
uncivilly devoured his Maker, and gave 
a little one to each of the prieſts, who 
partook before the laity. A cloth was 
drawn acroſs the entrance of the altar, 
and held up on either fide ;—on this all 
the communicants reſted their chins, 
as they received the wafer ;—that no 
part of the ſacred eſſence might fall on 
the ground, and be polluted. . The 
- prieſts 


— 
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prieſts alone partook of the wine too 
good a thing to be thrown away upon 
unholy laymen. After the archbiſhop 
had emptied the cup, he rinſed it out 
with water, leſt any might be left behind, 
and drank it: he then rinſed it again, 
and drank what was left - and after- 
wards wiped out. the chalice with a-clean 
linen cloth. The bleſſing of the arch- 
| GP concluded the. neee, 


i could not bait bluſh at the kw 
of human nature, on ſeeing it debaſed by 
ſuch abſurdities; and wondered at the 
force of education, that could hold the 
mind quiet n ſuch ee im- 
1 poſition 8. 0 
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Paris Aug. 17, 1788. 


7 ESTERDAY morning I reſumed my 


tour of obſervation round the city, 
which contains objects ſufficiently enter- 


taining, to gratify the warmeſt Ree 
tation. | 


—— 


*% 
* 


The new church of St. Genevieve, the 
patroneſs of Paris, may be reckoned 
amongſt one of the firſt things worthy of 


attention: the building is out of propor- 
tion, but the effect is ſtriking and grand. 
The inſide of the church, only one part 
. 8 is finiſhed out of five, is ex- 


tremely 


W 


— 


112 A REFLECTIVE TOUR 


tremely beautiful: the works in ſculp- 
ture are diffuſed around, in the moſt 
laviſh profuſion, and in the higheſt ex- 
ceſs of elegance.—In ſhort, the interior is 

ſo brilliant, that the French wiſh it was 

to be an opera, r e 
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The old wha; of st. Genevieve 
ſtands cloſe to it, adorned with many pic- 
tures of the actions of Louis XIV. The 
church of St. Etienne adjoins, 8 
ing many curioſities and beauties. I 
there ſaw the monument of Blaiſe Paſcal, | 
and the immortal Racine. Perrault, the 
father, is alſo interred in that church. | 


1 examined, on returning! Co 
the machine which ſtands on the bridge, 
conſtructed for the purpoſe of raiſing wa- 
ter from the Seine, i in order to ſupply. 0 
different quarters of the town. It m 

not be amiſs here to inform you, that _— : 
Seine f is a narrow, 5 by no no means a 
, hand- 
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handſome river; the water appears foul and 
ſtagnated, and is incapable of flavigation, 
except for a few flat · bottomed boats, and 
_ thoſe chiefly belong to the waſherwomen. 
All the clothes in Paris are waſhed in this 
river, the women performing it in long 
boats, where they beat the clothes with 
flat boards, and by that means effect the 
double end of driving out the dirt, and 
wearing out the linen. In the fame rie r 
are all the finks and ſewers of the city 
emptied ; and it is from this river; that 
every inhabitant of Parls is ſupplied. with 
the water tha he a | 
The -Watet is e up from the 
Seine, by a machine, to the top of an 
edifice, which is ninety feet from the ſun- 
face of the river. It is firſt conducted 
into pipes from the river, where, aſrend- 
” ing till it meets its level, it is received 
1 into large bafons, whence, by the foree of . 
| water-wheels, i it is pumped into tubes, to 
| Q a con- 
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a conſiderable height, and received im 


other baſons, of the ſame kind as the for- 
mer; and being again pumped into other 
tubes, ruſhes, with a vaſt noiſe. and vio- 
tence, to the top of the building, where it 


finds pipes to conduct it back again. ” 
which lead off horizontally, on coming to 


the level of the bridge, and diſperſe to 
different paris of the town. There are 
| likewiſe ſeveral places where they make 
uſe of a proceſs for refining and filtrating 
the Water 3 and ſell it af ter wards 1 In that 


In the evening, we went to the Comedie 
of the Varieties, which is in the Pelais 
Royal, and i is one of the ſmaller theatres. It 
is, nevertheleſs, by no means to be deſpiſed, 
the performers being, in general, good, and 
the pieces humorous and entertaining. 
It was much crowded, as are all the 
places of amuſement in France ; for it is 


the chief buſineſs o* theic lives. They | 
* 
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only think of enjoying the preſent. mo- 
ment, and wiſh not to look further. It 
is this eaſe, this eareleſſneſs, this love of | 
diſſi ipation, that will ever retard their po- 
litical advancement. Forethought and 
care are the characteriſties of ambition; 
watchfulneſs and doubt, the ſupporters 
of liberty ;—vanity, ination, and ſecu- 
rity, have ever been the beſt 1 of ar- 
74 8 Wer. 


1 have thy bet to the ambaſſadors 3 
z Gd which is ſeated in the middle of 


his garden, not being tolerated within 


the walls of Paris. On returning, I 
examined, with much pleaſure, the 

| churches of St. Sulpice and St. Roch, 
which are worthy the attention of ſtran- 
gers. The altar- pieces of both are ſtrik- 
ing in their effect. The church of St. 
Sulpice was erected at the expence of the 
rector, of whom there is, in the church, 
1 monumental figure. The 
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paintings at the altar are beautiful, and 


alſo the altar-piece. The church of 5 
st. Roch | containg likewiſe ſome good 
paintings, very ill diſpoſed, The Maitre 
Autel is a fine perſpective repreſentation, 


in ſtone, of Mount Calvary : but above 
all other valuables that the church can 
| boaſt, are a few relics, and a bit « of by 


real croſs, | 


We walked i in the et Bliſtes, akdch 


lie beyond the gardens of the 7 builleries, 
und, being part of the environs of Paris, 
arte very pleaſant. The Place de Lanig 
guingieme divides the Champs Eliftes from 


the Tbuilleries. This magnificent Place 5 
vas erected ſolely for the purpoſe of gra- 
tifying the yanity of that monarch, whoſe 
figure is placed in the midſt, on horſe- 


back, of a large ſize, and beautiful work- 


manſhip, from the hand of Pigat, ſup- 
ported by the four cardinal virtues, and 


nN by — of mardle. A 


wit, 
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j —_ the ſtatue, Admirez gue Pigal met 
en Pigs & la Vie Wa 


odd every . place, an every 
part of Paris, is decorated with the ſta- 
tue of ſome of their kings ; and the 
oſtentation of their monuments is to 4 
degree ridiculous. In the Place des 
Vidoires, the ſtatue of Louis IV. is erect- 


ed, upon a handſome pedeſtal, ſupported 


by four conquered nations, of a ſu- 


perior workmanſhip: an angel ſtands 


above him, holding a wreath of laurels, 


ſuſpended over his head. A countryman 
of ours on 


ſnort inſcription, An ponet, an tollet? 


T he circus that ſurrounds it, was built 
for the occaſion, and is inhabited chiefly a 


py the n 12% 098: comme il 
five 


it is ſaid, once wrote the following | 


Nc wittily ſatirized the com- 
pliment, by writing underneath it this 
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0 took a view of the palace and gardens 

of the Luxembourg. The palace is fine, 
' and the gardens pleaſant z the latter, 
| more natural-and rural than any I have 
deen in Paris, but not ſo well frequented 3 

| to-day they were thronged, as are all the 
a of relaxation on a e 


4 


To a EPA wi has li ct in \ the 


PE 2 F = Trees 8 p 23 — . 
3 — 8 — 2 2 * "©: 99 MOSS * r 


1 Habit of being abroad, the mode of keep- 
J ing the Sunday in England muſt have a 
great appearance of referve, and of aus 
ſterity; nor could ſuch a one well recon- 
cile himſelf to that total metamorphoſis 
which is then required. The obſervance 
I would be tedious, and the reſtraint in- 
tolerable. In France, the duties of the 

day ceaſe with thoſe of the church; and 


between the intervals of maſs, the 'va- 
cancy is moſt frequently filled with eards. 
Devotion is here of ſo portable and ſo ac- 
commodating a nature, that it may with 
equal caſe, and at * time, be laid down or 
famed z 
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refumed ; and after all the ardour of reli- 
gion, and the. envelopement of themſelves 
in zeal. and myſtery, a tranſition may at 
once be made to levity, and the moſt tri- 
fling amuſements. The, afternoons are 
univerſally ſpent in pleaſure and the 
opera, and the French and Italian come- 
dies for the polite; — and the petites theatres 
for the bourgeois, ſerye to make up for the 
interruption and conſtraint of the morn- 
ing. Athough the calls upon the peo- 
ple to religious duties are frequent, in 


roman-catholic countries, they are not 


tireſome z their frequency i is rendered pa- 
latable, by their toleration of, and their 
coalition with, the different amuſements. 
Fairs are generally held in celebration of 
ſome Saint on Sundays, and ſtandings al- 
ways placed at the church doors. Thus 
was it found neceſſary, in the midſt of 
inſtitutions. and of doctrines that muſt 
militate againſt the common ſenſe and 
| feelings | of mankind, to accommodate 
them 
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- them” to the pattialities, and the de- 
fires of nature Land 1 believe" it will 


be found, that in proportion as any 
ſyſtem has done that, it has met with 


EY 
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| | the more 229 5 e and 2 0 
ll of the world. 8 

| | ont this Wl was pats 4 fair Soho | 
| in ſacred memory of Sr. Roch: public 
| : ſtandings, with goods of every kind, were 
| exhibited in the ſtreets, and a duty was 


made of à direct violation of one of the 
precepts of religion ;—ſo much do 
cuſtoms vary, and ſo dependent is the na- 
ture of good and evil on ſituation, cir- | 
cumſtance, and climate. Thus we ſee, 
that what would in one country be pro- 
faneneſs, is in another piety. 1 have ever 
| _ conſidered as a very erroneous and ar- 
1 bitrary method, which many give into, 
| that of making the manners and cuſtoms 
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[ , ES | of their own peculiar ſoil, the fixed ſtan- 
1 dard of right and wrong 3 3 and of placing 


an 
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an inherent and immutable principle in 
things, that owe their eſſence only to law 
or accident. When we ſee that perjury 
can in one country be tolerated; that 
revenge and rage ſhould be cheriſhed as 
virtues in another; and that, in a third, 
every incitement ſhould be held out to 
laſciviouſneſs, and the indulgence of the 
paſſions, it is by no means wiſe, methinks, 
or decent, in us to ſay, that becauſe ſuch - 
| enormities are happily repreſſed with us, 
they are immutably and univerſally 
wrong, when the direct example of half 
the world may ſanctify them. It ſeems to be 
throwing a large portion of blame upon 
a juſt Providence, that ſhould leave fo 
great a part of mankind in blind and 
_— „ 


No individuat can be 1 888 to be 
accountable for any defect in the laws by 
which he may be governed: being edu- 
cated i in a veneration for, and a ſabmif- 
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he wanders in the wilds of looſeneſs 
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ſion to thoſe laws, he fulfills his duty, as 
long as he perſeveres 1 in. the line therein 
marked out; and is culpable, as often as 


he aberrates. Whatever be the nature, or 
the peculiarity of thoſe laws, he is to 


. look on them as beauties, not as ble- 


miſhes nor can he be criminal in any 
thing that he does, in full conformity 
to them. | | 


But the diſtinction between right and 
wrong commences here : when, in oppo- 


. ſition to the known edicts of the law, to 
the manners of the people, and to the duties 
of eſtabliſhed religion, an individual is ſo 


daring or ſo vicious as to break through 


theſe Preſcribed bounds, whether it be 


that, againſt the regulations which com- 
merce has rendered neceſſary, he is guilty 
of the crimes of falſchood and of forgery ; 
or, oppoſing the rules made for the 
maintenance of decency and good order, 
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and 
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and licentiouſmeſs ;—or, trampling upon 
the ties of cultivated humanity, and re- 
vealed religion, he dares to defile his 
heart with vengeance, or his hands with 

murder. „„ 
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LETTER XL 


Have this day taken a view of the 
Jardin du Roi, which is laid out to 
the admiration of the French; the chief 
beauty of it, is the botanical collection, 


arranged according to ſpecies. On the 


top of a circular mount in the garden, 


which you aſcend by a winding walk, is 


a {mall temple, that commands an exten- 
ſive view of Paris and its environs. This, 
© ſpot i is likewiſe IE in being dedi- 

| ORE. 


Paris, Avg. 18, 1788. | 


. — _ \ — 
— Cee I IS 
1 — * _ 
1 — 3 1 = \ 
— 


” — * — — 4 43 * * C 1 2 = ” "I 
EA eo or Ear ern 7 ee 1 OCT I wP 
— — ——— ne age tee Om eB ů — 


NN A 
EI, — 2 
— — — —y„—ö 4 


—ů— — Fad —— EE — 
1 


. 
4 
1 
$ 
1 
. 
A 
. K i 
J | 
4 
N 
13 
7 
1 
: 
'T ; 
- I 4 
: bal 
2 
> 
(1 
= 
; } 


— ———ů— — e i at 
= — 1 - 


„„ + 
— 


De 


—— — 2 


24444 —— —— ä 


—2—2—7*ð n — 


— — 


=. „ 2 


Br re oe i ER ers 14 eds oc 


2 ch PRI Gi AY or PTE oF» 
— 1 r K — ˙ h _— 


1 33 
8 
* 


Ng . 


9 0 — . 
. — —— — — — — —— 
FE 2 5 5 . e e 


1 — ga B — — — EE TS 
Pt AY 2 E Les . 2 * r 5 
3 : 4 2 * 
5 — — . — — 
2 Y = Wigs! . . "46 n 


4 — _—_— fn EE * <a * * Py 
: * 8 5 a! g G 8 — — 2. * b 
- l 7 W n 2 — — —— FL ad OT x 1 00 4” — 4 Wo — * of * 
We! \ 7 +> BD. op — 5 4 * 4. . * * * lads * — „ 2 — — 
- i JO 4- "I þ ol «. 22 = r — — rag poghs — — — — I paws rn — 
een E . i vt OE AR oo 7 — — "7 
- 
% 


bas n 
r ö r 4 AP 
* 8 r . a: Ba Dai II 
3 


We 345 
2 


— — — — — 
2 a "IF l 8 

» ey nn Ai 
* „rn * 


126 A REFLECTIVE TOUR 


cated to adulation, and to vanity : round 


the ſummit of the temple is this inſcrip- 


tion ;—Donec lumine & calore Sol mundum 


viviſcat, Ludovicus XVI. ſapientid, muni- 


"nk & bumanitate undique radiat. 


1 believe there are few men but what 
are ſuſceptible, and fond of the love of 
praiſe ;—at leaſt, I ſhould be ſorry to 


rank that man amongſt the number of 
my friends, who was not :—but to a re- 


' fined and ſenſible mind, praiſe muſt be an 


incenſe pure and uncompounded. If 
there be the leaſt fume of flattery, or the 
ſmalleſt ſpark of apparent intereſt, or of 
probable falſchood, inſtead of being grate- 


ful and exalting, it becomes offenſive and 
humiliating. To the ſoul ſublimed and 


elevated, repoſing beneath the ſhade of 
conſcious merit, the breath of praiſe; 
whiſpering like the gentle zephyr, is de- 


lightful and refreſhing ;—the delicacy of 
its touch heightens 1 its enjoyments un- 


like 
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like the rude and vulgar wind, that with 
determined. violence blows full in the 
. and, en of pets; ones, 


| But furely it ſk "I a vain od; wides, 


mind, that can feed upon ſuch groſs food 
as direct and open flattery. To have our 
praiſes ſounded by our immediate depend- 
ents, and, beneath our own obſervation, 
ſcattered about in every corner, muſt be 
irkſome to a man of the leaſt ſenſibility. 


and muſt require a ſtrong and vitiated 
en to 1 „„ Bk 6 


Prom the Jardin 4 th we W 
the Seine in a boat, and walked through 
the arſenal, at the end of ny was the” 
Ou” LEE TT | . 1 


As 1 toaked upon the gloomy walls, my 


ſoul ſhuddered within me. I beheld that 
terrific engine of arbitrary power, with 
PE Ep horror 


4 
>” 
. 


po 


TD 1222 _ 


1 — 2 4 O 4 PF . . 2 — * " N - 
—— — de + — . —_— —ů — — 
———— —— - > js - - * : wt 2 
\ n r * » > 4 . — 
„ —_— * „„ 
. 


i 


nl 
; 


N 
4 
{ 
| 
4 


N —4 a cr. 2 pe _ y 
SAR arts ow 

> 

wa — ATE VO AAA 2 — — gs 


——— ——— c — 4 — 
” 4 


—— — eh 


- — 


A — o 


128 A-REFLECTIVE TOUR 
horror and deteſtation. I feared to tread 
upon the ground that encireled it: —all 
was horrible and dreary. Aecurſed man- 
fion ! I exclaimed ; thou haſt been the 
: dungeon and the tomb of many, whoſe 
breaſts have burned with the ſacred love 
of liberty, and whoſe hearts have 
been warmed with the holy flame of 
virtue Would that I were an enchan- 
ter !=that-thy e ee . tum 
ble to the dN 


A es folle furrooids if with | high 
walls, that mock every idea of eſcape; 
the approach to it is defended by draw- 

bridges, and ſecured by gates, which ſhut 
one within the other. They guard it 
with ſo much watchfulneſs and jealouſy, 
that you dare not approach to look at it. 
45 The deputies from Brittany were then 
wo airing themſelves upon the ramparts I 
I turned with diſguſt from the place. . 
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In my way home, I took a view of the 
| Chiireh of St. Louis. The heart of Louis 
the XIIIth is here depoſited in à vaſe, 
with figures of angels bearing it to hea- 
ven. We were ſhewn ſome curious relies 
of different faints; and another piece of 
the true croſs: it was of tranſparent ſtone, 
worked into the ſhape of a croſs: and 
although the original is generally ſup- 
| poſed to be of wood, it by no means in- 
validates the reality of this, but rather 
adds to the value of the relic, by enhan- 
eing the virtue of the miracle. 


The evening was ſpent very pleaſantly, 
_ with a large party on the Boulevards de Se. 
Martin, where an immenſe number of 
people were collected. Spacious rows of 
trees, that extended to a vaſt length on 
either -ſide, formed the walks whilſt 
the roads, equally ſpacious, were filleti 
with carriages. The Boulevards quite 
ae Paris, and derive their name 
8 from 
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from the following | occaſion : they were 

formerly in graſs, and uſed by the Pari- 
fians as bowling greens, and thence de- 
nominated - Bozlevards: It was after- 
wards found neceſſary, for the fecurity of 
the town, to build ramparts on them; 
and they ſtill retained the name. After the 
demolition of the bulwarks, they were 
converted into walks, and rows of trees, 
ſome of which are of late growth; nor 
has the circumference of Paris been ma- 
ny years completed. Theſe form the 
beauty of the place : the roads are ex- 
tremely wide; the buildings very good; 
the walks delightful, and moft of the 

places of amuſement adjoin, A number 
of cafes preſent the company with oppor- 
tunities of reſting and refreſhing them 
ſelves; and gardens, and tents before 
them, are filled with parties fitting at 
their reſpective tables. Within the cafes 
are ſmall concerts, and the rooms very 
brilliantly lighted, towards the evening, 
pg : . on 
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On every ſide of the walks are diſplayed 


ſome entertainments; and the humours 5 


of Punch, the pleaſantries of a puppet- 
ſhow, and the petites comedies, are exhi- 
bited for the relaxation of the meaner 
| ſort. They may be well accommodated 
with ſeats in the boxes, and ſee five co- 
medies, for ſixpence. I was entertained 
with {ome very good wax-work, at the ex- 
| pence of two ſous, where was a piece very 
well executed; and they ſay taken from 
the original of the late King of Pruſſia. 
The artiſt who owns them, is at preſent 
attending the Indian ambaſſador, in or- 
der to take off his likeneſs; and intends 
_ expoſing ſo delightful a ſpecimen of the 
human face divine,” on Sunday next. 


| Theſe walks are very pleaſant to fre- 
quent on an evening. It is a gratification 
to the mind, to ſee ſo many fellow-crea- 

tures afſembled together, devoid of care, 
and cnlivened by gaiety :—it makes one 
1 _ hak 
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lea upon life with an eye of compla- 


cency.and reliſn;—and is a ſure anti- 
dote to melancholy, ſpleen, and ennui. 


Aae fans time, to 4 diſpoſed 
to penetrate into cauſes and. relations, 
many reflections will frequently occur. 


Wie muſt: form ſtrong impreſſions of the 


diſipation.of- a people, whom we find ſo 
e in amuſements. : 


In-England; a man of common na 
would: condemn himſelf; as extravagant 


and culpable, if he permitted his family 


to partake of amuſements more than once 
or twice a week. In France, all ranks 
give themſelves up to pleaſure indiſcri- 
minately, every day. It is looked upon 
as part of the buſineſs of life; and repe- 
tition ſeems not to tire. All the Boule - 


vards are every evening crowded ; — every 


os and.ſeat adjoining. engaged: 


e gardens 5 the Thuilleries, the 
Palais 
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Palais Royal; the Luxembourg, the Jar- 
din du Roi, with twenty others, are 
equally and always filled: —the opera, 
the theatres, the petites comedies, conti · 

nyally.thronged ;—and-no one is fo ſpar- 

ing or ſo dull, as ta refuſe himſelf ſome 
entertainment. The characteriſtic of 

the- people is levity ; — they are too 
thoughtleſs to look forward;—too light 
to look backward:;—of courſe—let me 


„ are 1 


1 was 1 within myſelf 1 
day evening, as I walked along the Boule- 
vards, whether amuſement was not the 
molt rational, and the moſt ſuiĩtable em- 
ployment for life. It is certain, that the 
love of; wealth, and the labour of accu- 
mulating it, cannot in itſelf be juſtified, 
on any one principle of reaſon. The ve- 
ry idea on which it is grounded, is impro- 
per and fallacious ; ;—its inducements.and 
its Sratiffations are proſpective: : Wwe 

make 
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make an encroachment on futurity, 


which, we are not entitled to, and appro: 
priate it jn making a proviſion for it. We 
conſume the preſent, in preparation for 
the future; and loſg a certain happineſs, 
for a caſual advantage. Should we ſuc · 
ceed, we have ſtill but time; and it can 
only be enjoyed as that which we have 


loſt. In a life of buſineſs, all is progreſ- 
nve; there i is no intermediate, no ſtation - 


ary enjoyment; our pleaſures are in idea, 
and we never ſtand ſtill to look at, any 
to bleſs que prefeng ee. 


In a life of SG we 8 the 
hours as they paſs ;—each has its proper 
portion of delight; each is appropriated ; 
each realized: — no refleQive thought on 
what is paſt; no anxious cares for fu- 
turity: content with the preſent, | 
not reckon on enjoyments, which ods 


alone are entitled to aſſume. Thee nce 
of life, is the exiſtence of the preſent mo- 


ment: 5 
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ment: we ceaſe to be mortals, when we | 
voy _- ng elods voi eq 


 Amuſertents iy: bet fultes; « at _ 
fm to every capacity: — to the idle 


and the vain, frivolity and mirth 5—to 


the ambitious and the great, magnificence 
and honours ; to the wiſe and the good, 
© the charms of feience, and the more ex: 
. Nate of ' benevolence, i 


1 have frequnindy mated wen Gia 
of our ſtreets with a contemplative eye, 
and have looked at the different houſes, 
as I paſſed them, reflecting upon their in- 
habitants. I have ſeen each throwing 
out its Httle bow, and diſplaying at its 
window fome inſignia of trade ; and have 
tamerted, to behold the hours of a human 
being taken up to watch a cuſtomer, and 
wait for the ſale of an ounce of ſauff, or 
a yard of ribbon ; and the whole buſineſs 
of his life be, but to gain a penny more 
| J wn : wh 
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436 A REFLECTIVE TOUR, &. 
than what he has. If perchance-I have 


paſſed a ſolitary abode, retreated from the 
intruſion of the buſier ſhops upon the 
ſtreet; its windows cloſed, and no marks 
of commerce diſplayed, to allure the paſ- 
ſenger, I have ſtopped for a moment, and 


philoſopher, who, contented with his little 
all, and appropriating his time to the 


_ enjoyment of that, rather than to the ac- 
quiſition of m. makes a reality of 


ne. 


LE T- 


6: 7 ] : 
Pry Fr. wy 


Paris, Aug. 20, 2788, 


E very 1 collections, and 
the numerous curioſities in this 
1 1 afford ample amuſement for a 


very conſiderable length of time: they are 


capable of much dilatation, and deſerve a 


more accurate attention, than can be paid 


them * a med obſerver. 


The bags Kits" was this day open 15 
an eee I did not miſs of embrc- 
© ing. 
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ing. It compriſes two hundred thou- 
ſand printed volumes, beſide fix thouſand 
manuſcripts ; and is eſteemed the firſt in 
Europe. The books are contained in fix 
large ſaloons, in one of which ate two 
immenſe globes, conſtructed by Coronelli : 
they ſtand in a hall below, and, through 
two large apertures, reach into the room 
above, from whence obſervations are to 
be made. Their diameter is eleven feet 
eleven inches: the circles for the me- 
ridian and horizon were made by an 
4 Engliſhman, and are eighteen feet 3 in di- 
ter. e wy} £4 
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In a room beneath, is the Cabinet des 
 Eflampes, the inſpection of which is not 
leſs intereſting or amuſive. It contains 
engravings from the works of all the 
firſt maſters, bound and titled, and open 
to the examination of every one. 


+. 


After 
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= After receiving much entertainment 
from the above, I had the pleaſure of 
viewing many of the originals in the col- 


lection of the Duc d Orleans: as 1 had 


only two hours to ſpare, I ſpent it by way 


of prelude to a future enjoyment; and 


| reſolved upon i. them, the ans 
on md at 


In the of ternoon, the Cabinet 2 Hiſtoire 
Naturelle, in the King's garden, was open, 
where I was entertained with a fine col- 


lection of the different productions of 
Nature. Nothing can better ſerve to im- 


preſs our minds with elevated thoughts of 
the Creator, than ſuch a diſplay as this; 
nor tend more to humiliate ourſelyes 


in our own opinion. When we reflect 
the order, the beauty, the harmony of 
the whole; the mechaniſm, the exact- 


neſs, and preciſion of its parts, e muſt 


be aſhamed of the idea, that all was made 
for us en every produẽt of Nature 


Ty „„ 


— "xx . 20 
rm. ⅛ ˙».a. K ⁵²— — ys * 
— — ape. 
0 9 & - > 


— 
PPP 
a * * ape: — — — — — —I7ꝛTx— —ͤ —-U ap Rt * 
2 7³˙²0 — I 828 44 +4 » LS» — „ — 
. - . — 
>a — re > : — 


ee ee er ar — Be ; Shs 
ef oor made ray res are vor CE I 


3 0 * 
nm pres» — 


— * 
— — a — 


e ame 


„ 
0 , ey 
— e + + 
- i, 1 2 — - — 
o — * rr 199 nn ir — — l * 3 PIE IDE aaa 
Pay A N A i 7 r e — , * * * 4 r 
25 N — : * 4 * oy 4" w PT dag Us — 4 22 — we * N 
2 2 dirs © "We * * e 8 — 3 
ELF n F rn perngs  e Lak. o * — — a 


„ 
porta Zoe 


C 0 
1 — 76 2 > = af . 
EZ ICW a. 2%; 
* woes p nene So 0 pd : 
„ 3 vg wire nay Ht — 
42 
+ 


* 
Ong a gt Lal ts rare 
ry EO Tre B40 84 n 9 
Tas ö * , 
— 


3 o 
S I A SAE RAIT IETIC er 


as wonderful, and as curious in conſtruc- 
tion, as ourſelves, we are obliged to ac- 


knowledge, that each was equally formed 


for the other ; and that the only pre- 
eminence man has, is on account of un. 
n firſt 1 in the chain. 535 


Ys afoul went to ſee the 0 80 ma- 
nufacture, at the Gobelins. The tapeſtry 
is beautifully rich and expreſſive, and 
animated as the fineſt paintings. The 


mode of working it is very curious, being 


done on the wrong ſide, from the copy of 
Aa rough picture that is placed beſide 1 


There is a gallery, containing ſome good 


modern paintings, and a table of all the 
ſovereigns that have honoured the manu- 


facture with! a viſit, 


| "orig: 1s to be ſeen the royal ma- 
nufaQure of cloth, and the proceſs of dye- 
ing, which has here obtained Wanne 


iT: „ et cans : 


7 Thin 
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= have ſpent tlie laſt two evenings at 
the public amuſements; the one at the 
opera, at the repreſentation of Armide; 
and the other at the Comedie  Ttalienne, 
where I was charmed with hearing that 
moſt captivating finger, Mademoiſelle Rei- 
naut, whoſe voice is melody itſelf, and 
whoſe execution is perfection. 


The amuſements here are much bet- 
ter conducted, than in England: they 
are not ſo long in duration, and terminate 
at a more early hour; ſo as to leave time 
for a continuation of ſociety after ſupper, 
without a ſacrifice of the health and 
ſpirits. The decorum and good order 
that is preſerved in the public places, 
would likewiſe be very deſirable, were it 
not for the idea that * thoſe vile guns, 
and horrible Swiſs guards, ſtuck up in 
every corner, were the means of it. 1 5 
ſhould, on no account, ever wiſh to ſee the 
foldiery preſide ons; or interfere in the 

' amule- 
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7 


but at the 


4 


of Engliſhmen 
ſame time, if ſome officers of the civil 


ſements 


amu 


— 


- 


power were pla 


0 


ed in our theatres, to pre- 
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vent diſturbances, I think the eaſe and the 


attention of the peaceful aud 


q 


tence wo 


* 4 * 21 
. 
; $ : 0 
7 4 . * 
o $ 8 
. 8 V 5 F ; Fr I] ** 
if Ts " 
* 5 £3 
* 
A. * 5 * 
* _ £ 
4 Fa % 
55 15 f . * \ 
2 iy . & 
2 ; 
* 
0 88 * * 
5 '# — > 
. _ 5 i 
* ” F 
- 4 * * wk 
- 
N Pg 
* 
2 ow % 1 
* $ 9 5 % 
_ 5 2 
Pres * G « k 
LY . 
2 ; 
8 d ; | 
4 . 
FI * 7 4 
. 
* * 
: « 
a - 
| 'S ; : 
1 
U a 2 
2 4 / 
= * | 
* 1 * 
5 £ q * 
* — 45 * 
» 
I " * 2 
0 7 * 
— . . 
2 : ; 
23 ; 
a 
bs * 
0 4 
* 1 
5 > » 


SOR L204 6-1 oa INS I ee I GU —.— eee eee 
E 4 8 Ar Es 


wy wy 2 wo 


—— * —— em pr 


8 x c 3 * . « * IF * 
ER 4 F 4 5 
. 2 2 
. = A & f 2 
8 p Py KS * . 8 x Ef 
| | X : 35 


pa aris, Aug. 22, 1188 


Went yeſterday to view the Ecole Royale 
Militaire, which is a large and fine 


building, where the youth were e . 4 


for the military. It is well laid out for 
the purpoſe ; but, owing to the poverty of 


the king, is now obliged to be given up; 


and all the furniture is advertiſed for ſale 

on Sunday next. They intend convert- 
ing it into an hoſpital ; an event more for 
the intereſt of humanity, and perhaps 
more for that of England. | 
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Near the Ecole Royale Militaire, is the 


Hipital des Invalids, conſtructed on a 
grand plan, and ſupported with the ut- 
moſt order arid liberality. The dome of 


the chapel is ſuperior to any thing I ever 


ſaw, ſuperb and elegant; the whole com- 


poſed of marble ; the pavement, of the 


moſt beautiful workmanſhip, inlaid ; and 


the pillars moſt magnificent. The top 


of the dome, and alſo of the four chapels, 


that form part of it, are enriched with 


ſome very fine paintings. I viewed the 
ſpot with admiration and delight, and 


muſt. confeſs, that I never felt the in- 
capacity of deſcription ſo much, as when 


ſpeaking of the dome aa the OR of 
Invalids. 2 5 


— 


We ſaw al EYE to the e of 
ſome hundreds, ſerved for dinner; after 
they were ſeated, we were aſked, as fo- 
reigners, to walk into the room: from 


| thence, we took a ſurvey of the kitchen, 
which 
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which is a place generally inquired an | 
| being on a very 1. ſrale. 


; But e one of che moſt a things to 
be obſerved, is the well, which is extreme 
ly wide and deep; they are obliged to go 
to the bottom as often as they draw water, 
three times a day. They raiſe enough at 
once, by means of machines, to fill athou- 

ſand buckets. It is carried from the well 

to the top of the hoſpital, where is a large 
reſervoir of lead to receive it, at the 
diſtance of one hundred feet from the bot- 
tom. From thence, through a pipe, it 
fills a very large pond in the garden, by 
means of a fountain; which plays very 
high, on turning a cock upon the top of 
the hoſpital. This pond ſerves to water 
a ſpacious garden; and the reſervoir | 
above, through different pipes, ſupplies - 
every part of the hoſpital, which is thus 
bene 1 8 85 . ſpring water; and 
. 9 | "oo 
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gives to the poor invalids an advantage 


above all the nobility: of Paris. 


5 The chers kern of all mY public 
works in this country, are grandeur and 
expence ; nothing is left unattempted, 
that is within the graſp of poſſibility. 


Neither labour nor profuſion. are re- 


garded ; and oftentimes the immenſity 
of their deſigns outſteps the means of 
execution ;—as there are many things 
here, remaining monuments of the great. 


neſs of human ambition, and the weak- 
neſs of human Ng | 


In the e J was taken to the 


| chapel of the Convent of Saint Sacra- 


ment, to attend a ſermon from a famous 


predicateur; but. chiefly to hear a nun, 
celebrated for her vocal n ling the 


ſervice. 


= Made- 
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3 Mademoiſelle de, —— was a young 
lady of high connections, and large for- 
tune ; endowed with' every accompliſh- 
ment that can adorn the faireſt work of 
nature; and poſſeſſed of charms, both of 
perſon, mind, and diſpoſition, that at- 
tracted the love, the envy, and the ad- 
miration of the world. So rich a prize 
was looked at with a longing eye by the 
church. Accompliſhments, ſuch as theſe, 
| deſtined to enrich ſociety, and benefit 
mankind, were to be veſted in ſolitude ' 
and priſon, and devoted, falſely devoted, 
to the ſervice of God. To this end, arts 
and perſuaſions were eagerly and inſi- 
_ diouſly made uſe of: temptations were 
held forth, with faſcinating luſtre ; and 
a falſe and glaring picture of vifionary 
joys preſented to her view.—Her ſuſ- 
ceptible and warm mind was prevailed 
upon z-and, allured by the charms of 
zeal and ſuperſtitian ;—and elevated at 
the idea of heaven, and eternal happi- 

| U . neſs, 
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neſs, ſhe conſented to rob the world of 
what was its due; and to appropriate to 
religion, what could alone be ſerviceable 
to ſociety, Nature in vain had laviſhed 
on her the beauties of perſon, and the 
bleſſings of capacity: care and attention 


had in vain aſſiſted and improved them; 
_—the expectation of friends, and the 


claims of the world, were alike diſappoint- 
ed ;—and a lovely image of perfection 
Was thus, as it were, aa 


13 the tale. 


hy 


She ſang the ſervice, with a voice and 
powers that would have enraptured 
many an enamoured circle: now only 
deſtined to re- echo through the dreary 
walls of a conyent ; or lull ſome ſenſeleſs 
monk, from a ſtate of apathy, to that 
of ſlumber. The chapel was too con- 
fined for her yaice, which would have 
filled twice the ſpace. I had a glimpſe 
of her through the n. as ſhe was 

kneeling 


uy uu dk Y * 


| kneeling with others of her fiſterhood— 
Seclafion and confinement had waſted 
away the bloom from her cheeks ; and 


| intereſting, by the. ſtill beautiful black 
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her fallow looks were rendered the mor 


eyes that overhung them. O Superſti- 


tion how much haſt thou to anſwer 
for, for thy many inroads upon Nature ! 


I ſighed as I looked upon her, and wiſhed, 
for once, that 1 had been a Pope. 


The ſervice commenced with a tedious 


harrangue from the pulpit, which was de- 
livered extempore, and laſted an hour. 


The predicateur, in tone and geſture, re- 


ſembled much our methodiſt preachers, 


and was, of courſe, ſufficiently diſguſting, 


The chapel was adorned with paintings, 
repreſenting a deceaſed nun, arriving in 
the preſence of her Maker, with other 
pieces of the ſame nature; all tending 


to the ſay pious deluſion. 


* 


© % 
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The Maitresautel was richly gilt and 

arte : in the middle was repre. 

ſented an angel, ſupporting a ſmall ca- 


thedral. A number of large tapers were 


| lhted before it. At the proper time, 
the doors of this little church flew open, 


to the ſound of the organ, and revealed 
Saint Sacrament to the view of the ad- 
miring audience, all of whom fell in- 
ſtantly, with the moſt profound reverence, 

upon their knees. The image of a ſun, 
beautifully: carved, and highly gilt, ſo as 
even to dazzle the eyes of the ſpectators, 
was expoſed, ſupported by an angel; and in 
the midſt of the ſun was a wafer—in the 
belief of the zealous worſhippers, God 
himſelf. After ſome. time ſpent in 


_ adoration, a door was opened beneath, 


that ſtood in a line with the door of the 
little church, and opened upon the altar ; 


when immediately, to the, roar of the 
organ, Saint Sacrament of its own accord, 


Fo unaſſiſted by hands, began to de- 


Kendy 


ſcend, with the greateſt ſolemnity the 
_ "Whole congregation rapt in the moſt ſo- 
-  lemin attention and awe. At length, St. 
Sacrament reached the lower door, when, 
the officiating prieſt drew it out of its 
box, and held it up to the people. After 
this ſolemn ceremony, the ſervice was 
conc] uded, 


| Notwithſtanding the very ridiculous 
appearance of this piece of mummery, I 
muſt own I found a kind of awe and ter- 

ror ſpread over my mind: and what with. 

the ſolemnity and grandeur of the organ, 

the attention of the prieſts, and the de- 

votion of the people, I felt ſomething of 

that connexion of fear and revererite, _ . 
which made me conceive, how poſſible it 

is for miſguided paſſions to run into the 

ae of e 


On returning home, I viewed the new 
hall, built as a repoſitory for corn, and 


in 
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in which all the corn that is conſumed in 
Paris is kept. It is eſteemed a very fine 
piece of building, and is extremely well 
calculated for ſpace, which is the chief 
object. The dome, equally formed of 
diviſions of glaſs and wood, is reckoned 
the next in ſize to St. Peter's at Rome. 


Adieu ! I have no more to add, at pre- 
ſent, but (what is reiterated and _ 
fluous) that I am 


Noſt truly yours, &. 


 ETTER X60 


Paris, Aug. 23, 1788. 


TT appears to me, that there is a cer- 
tain equality of condition, as de- 


ſirable, and as neceſſary in a kingdom, as 


it is agreeable to nature. A ſtate of too 
great affluence and grandeur in the one 
part of its inhabitants is, in itſelf, formed 


to be the ſource of luxury and ruin; whilſt 


too much poverty and depreſſion on the 
other, muſt operate as a check to exer- 
tion, and much retard the prograſ os re- 
finement. 
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If we take a ſurvey of the ſtate of dif - 
ferent nations, and examine farther the 
nature of the thing itſelf, we ſhall find, 
that a condition of freedom, or partaking, 
in fome meaſure, of democratic govern- 
ment, is the beſt ſuited to produce this 
deſirable equality. Ambition is the 
grand ſpring, and leading principle of the 
actions of mankind but it cannot feed 
upon the air it muſt have hopes, how- 
ever viſionary—ohjects, however diſtant, 
to ſupport it . and in proportion as theſe 
approach nearer to probability, and with- 
in the reach of attainment, will our ae- 
tivity and exertions be increaſed, Where 
mankind are divided only into two ranks, 
the very rich, and the very poor ;—where 
miſery and magnificence ſeem to be the 
two barriers of exiſtence, and no middle 
ſtate to intervene, ambition has nothing 
to feed upon ;—expettation cannot reach 
to ſuch a diſtance ;—and hope is dazzled, 

when it dares to gaze. Thus is all 

3 FR deſire 


Lt 


— gh 
defire checked, va elt ran over- 
en e 


- yy wi 10 this of - life is more 
mixed, and leſs contraſted ;=where a gra- 
dation of rank places each nearer to the 
other, the motive of ambition is awak- 
ened, and kept alive ;—the diſtance is not 
ſofficiently great, to render attainments 
impracticable ; but each, looking to the 
ſtep aboye him, labours till he reaches it. 
Thus the progreſs of refinement is aſſiſted, 
and the arts of ga tivation and ſcience arg 

promoted. . | 


The contralf of Regain is much more 
forcible and great, in thoſe ſtates which 
are monarchical. Wealth, magnificence, 
and power, are monopolized in the hands 


of a few; and the many are left beyond 8 


the verge of attainment, out of the view 
of WT" or he graſp of _ 5 


X 2 Io 


— 


| miſerable. 


In taking a relative ſurvey of the two 
kingdoms of France and England, the 
above remarks are fully - exemplified. 


When we examine the grandeur and 
-magnificence of the public buildings; the 


monuments, ſtatues, and ſcientific col- 


lections of this kingdom, progured at the 


utmoſt expence, and ſupported with the 
greateſt attention ;—when we view their 


churches, their palaces, a and their places of 
| amuſement, we conceive them to be 


great, refined, and poliſhed But, whilſt 
with ſplendor and profuſion they have 
decorated one part of their city, they have | 


| neglected the conveniencies, and more 


neceſſary comforts of the other. Whilſt 


in one place we find edifices and ſtatues, 


rivaling the arts of the world, adjoining 


is a miſerable ſtreet, narrow, dirty, and 
- unpaved ;—houſes unador ned, ill-built, 


and dreary — and inhabitants poor and 


In 
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In the country, there are no tracks of 
elegance or cultivation, but what proceed 
from the hand of affluence and authority. 
The farmer and the peaſant have not de- 
corated their little ſpots with the variety of 
trees and hedges, nor cultivated them with 
accuracy and attention. The towns are 
neither pleaſant, cleanly, nor well built, 
as are ours in England, where every part 
? diſplays elegance, convenience, and pro- 
Priety; where everyone adornshislittle ha- 
bitation with the ſhew of neatneſs, and of 
beauty ;—and where the whole place ap- 
pears (to uſe the expreſſion of a French 
gentleman, who was the other day de- 
ſcribing Bath) un palaic c continuel, 
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The public brate and Auch col- 

2 leftions of paintings, ſtatues, natural 
curioſities, &c. which abound in this city, | 
and are its greateſt ornaments, have much 
contributed to its advancement i in litera- 
ture, and wy fine arts. T heſe collec- 

long 
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tioris are open ſeveral times in the week, 
where every one is at liberty to inſpect 
and tranſeribe what he pleaſes, free from 
interruption or expence. There are tables 
and chairs provided for the viſitors, who 
are always attending in numbers, to pro- 
fit from as great an NT 22 


There is a deal of fefined one 46 
well as munificence, in this circumſtance ; 

' —unlike the mean and mercenary method: 
too often practiſed, of demanding money 
for the inſpection of curioſities, the pro- 

perty of thoſe wha ought to prefer an 

ac of liberality, or the pleaſures of fame, 
to the vice of avarice, or, at beſt, the 
f meanneſs of PRINT. 


Adieu] and believeme, 86, 
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0 -DAY ding the fate of St. Louis, 

1 kept in honour of the king (as the 
cuſtom. in France is, to ſolemnize the 
birth day of the patron-ſaint, inſtead of 
the perſon himſelf), great preparations 
were er mags for ts een 
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F or theſe two — al 58 8 gar- 
dens have been thrown open, for the re- a 
ception of the populace; and the dif- 

85 | ferent 
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ferent fountains playing. On Sunday 


evening. there was a grand concert, in the 


garden of the Thuilleries, which laſted 
till nine at night. The many thouſands 
of people, of every rank, that were aſ- 
ſembled, filled the gardens; and one vaſt 
ſea of heads was turned towards the 


muſic. 


I fat off this morning, with a party for 
Verſailles, which is three leagues diſtant 
from Paris. The road was very pleaſant, 
diverſified with views of an open cham- 


pain, handſome chateaus, and numerous 
viſtas. We ſtopped at St. Cloud, to ob- 


ſerve a few of its beauties, and 2 


eee to un 


on arriving, we es a large number 5 
of people collected, and had ſome dif- 


fliculty in getting through the croud, to 


find our way to the great gallery, where 
the firſt people were aſſembled, in order 
1 to 
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dio wait the return of the court from maſs, 


f We had half an hour's leiſure, to examine 
the beauties of the gallery, which is ſaid to 
be the fineſt in Europe. The cieling is 
painted over with the battles of Louis 
XIV. by Le Brun. | | 


A row was then formed for the court to | 
paſs ; when, after a long proceſſion, they 
appeared in the following order: — The 
queen, attended by Monſieur the Duc de 
Berry, brother to the king ; Madame, wife 
to Monſieur Le Duc de Berry; and Ma- 
dame Elizabeth, ſiſter to the king; the 
Comteſſe ' d'Artois ; the Ducheſſe d'Or- 
leans; with the Comte d' Artois, the 
king's other brother, and numbers of the 
firſt nobility. Next proceeded 'the high 
and illuſtrious orders of the Cordon Rouge, 
and the Cordon Bleu ; and afterwards, the: | 
king. Her majeſty is a fine portly looking 
woman, and on this day aſſumed one of 
her moſt pleaſant countenances, of which 
3 I am 
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I am informed ſhe keeps a wardrobe. 
Monſieur very much reſembles the king, 
though he has conſiderably the advantage 
of him. All the portraits that I have 
ſeen of the king, are likeneſſes of him, 
_ notwithſtanding they in general exhibit 
his worſt part, which every one, 1 believe, 
allows his head to be. The perſon of the 

Comte d'Artois 1s genteel and graceful; 
the Ducheſſe d'Orleans appeared to be a 
fine woman. During the courſe of the 
day, the court, with his majeſty, OR m 

proceſſion ſeveral times, 


Amidſt all the brilliancy and fplendor 
of the French court, I expected to have 
ſeen many beautiful and handſome wo- 
men; but notwithſtanding I ſcrutinized 
every face that came within my reach, 
and looked with the moſt ardent curioſity | 
through the whole ſet of females, I could. 
not diſcover one that, in my opinion, 
came up to that character. There were 

| 25 
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many, who might come under the de- 


nomination of fine and grand, with the 


_ characteriſtics of grace and majeſty :—but 


I no, where ſaw that ſweetneſs of coun- 
tenance, that ſymmetry of feature, that 
elegance of form, which conſtitutes true 


feminine beauty. There is, in the eye of 


beauty, that look of tenderneſs and ſen- 
ſibility ;—on the cheek, that glow of ani- 
mation, and thoſe traits of lovelineſs ;— 

on the Up, that ſmile of ſweetneſs, and of 
angel innocence, which never can be 
imitated. All the charms that they ſeemed 
ta poſſeſs, were maſculine ; there was 


in many, a grandeur and dignity of per- 


| ſon, that I could admire and bow down 


to but there was no where that ſoft 
and charming intereſt of countenance, 


that 1 could be enamoured with, and love. 
Beſides, they were almoſt univerſally ſo 
much disfigured with paint, ill laid on, that 
there was not even the idea of tolerable 


n to apologize for the uſe of 
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it, but the moſt vile and vulgar daubing : 


the bluſh of nature was imitated by the 


deep dye of crimſon; and the glow of 


youth and health earicatured by ths —t | 
you. * ſcarlet. 


Nor was there that | magnificence in 
dreſs, which 1 ſhould have expected, at a 


court whoſe reigning principle confeſſedly 
is ſplendor, and whoſe ruling paſſion 


vanity. Excepting the queen, and a few 
others, the ſhew of diamonds among the 
ladies of the court was very trifling. The 
dreſſes were in general plain filks ; chiefly 


Ulac, or light blue, and without orna- 
ments; their long trains, as they walked 


through the courts, were ſupported by 


pages; and their monſtrous hoops, ri- | 


fing on each ſide, ſeemed deſtined to de- 
fend their ears from the never-ending 


nonſenſe and i impertinence of their beaux. 
ZZZ HET gg 0 * 50 Pe Won IO probe Ae SO 
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We had afterwards the honor of a pri- 
vate interview with the Duc de Normandie, 
the king's youngeſt child, er an tres jols 
enfant. He was attended by three ladies, 
with whom I had the honour of ſome 


converſation, and of paying a few com- 


pliments, 2 le Frangois, on the brilliancy 
and beauty of their court. The dauphin, 


we were informed, was not able to be pre- 


ſent being Il at the pres of Meudon. 


The ceremonies being concluded, we 
had an opportunity of viewing the interior 


of the palace, both in the king's and the 
_ queen's apartments; which, whether far 


the ſplendor and magnificence of the 
rooms ; the richneſs of the ornaments, or 


| the beauty of the paintings, cannot be 


too much admired, The chief part is 
compoſed of marble, finely inlaid; and 
the floors are moſtly of the ſame. The 


paintings are extremely ſuperb, and ex- 
hibit * of the chefs dq ewvres of the 
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firſt maſters; containing many pieces of 
Raphael, Titian, Guido, Paul Veroneſe, 
Corregio, Caracci, Rubens, Vandyke, | 
* en n Le _; & c. 


The al is W W as a very 
fine piece of architecture; it was the laſt 
work of Jules Hardouin Manſard, who 
died before it was completed. 7 


The. opera is a « fuperd building, gind 2 
decorations wonderfully rich. It has not 
been made uſe of more than four times, 
during the preſent reign, the expence of 

an exhibition being ſo very enormous. 

It is reſerved only for the moſt extraor- 
dinary occaſiqns, of which. the gk of * 
emperor was one. 


The W ok of Verſailles, as. you ap- 

proach i it through a long avenue of trees, 
ſtrikes you rather with the idea of vaſt- 
eſs, than of beauty. The building looky 
R "> Hs 
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very heavy and confufed, with no ſigns 


whatever of taſte or elegance. But on 
viewing it on the front towards the gar- 


dens, it muſt ſtrike every -beholder: with 


impreſſions of aſtoniſhment and admira- 


tion. It is here to a degree beautiful, 
magnificent, and grand. Voltaire re- 


marks (by way of exemplifying an ob- 


ſervation, how frequently we form a con- 
tradictory judgment of things, on ſeeing 
them in different ſituations), in his Eſai 
5 la n Epique, as follows: 955 


fs Quid on arrive I Verſailles ducote 
de la cour, on voit un vilain batiment 


ecraſe, avec ſept croiſces de face, accom» 
pagnee de tout ce que l'on a pu imaginer 
de plus mauvais gotit. Quand on le re- 
garde du cotẽ des jardins, un voit un palais 

immenfe, dont les beautes peuvent ra- 
cheter les defauts,” . 


The 
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168 A REFLECTIVE TOUR C 
The gardens, the park, and the water- 
works, conſtitute the chief beauties of 
Verſailles ; 'and here I had to congratu- 
late myſelf, at being preſent on a day 
when a particular celebration was made. 

N It is very rarely that the jets d eau, which 
are the greateſt curioſities of the place, 
are permitted to play. Louis XIV. whoſe 
only idea of grandeur, was that of diffi- 
culty and expence, fixed upon this ſpot 
for the exerciſe of his extravagance, in pre- 
ference to many others, that were far | 
more eligible, merely on account of its 
want of capabilities. It was then rude, 
wild, and uncultivated. He has adorned 
it with all the beauties of architecture; 
enriched the gardens with the utmoſt 
profuſion of ornaments, of fountains, and 

of marble ; decorated them with the fineſt 
ſtatues, and pieces of ſculpture; and 

made Verſailles the wonder of the world. 
There being no water near the ſpot, ma- 
chines were conſtructed, at a vaſt expence, 

1 5 | 2 
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to bring the water from the geine at 


Marli thither, at ſix miles diſtance, and 
to a very conſiderable height, The quan- 
tity of money that has been lariſhed . 


in, is immenſe. : 


| The gardens are divided, as uſual, in 
ſtrait lines, drawn out in long viſtas, and 
interſected by different alleys, with a foun- 
tain at the end of each. The walks are 


ornamented with rows of marble ſtatues, 


of the greateſt value and beauty: no ex- 
pence has been ſpared in the collection of 
them. Large flights of ſteps are built, 
wholly of fine marble; and the ponds are 
ſurrounded with the ſame. In ſhort, 
every thing that can give one an idea of 
richneſs and magnificence, is here in pro- 
fuſion diſplayed. | | _ 


We were obliged to follow the croud to i 


the different water- works, being our only 


direction 3 for the water is ſo ſcarce, and 


"MH the 
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the procuring of it ſo expenſive, that each 
jet deau plays only for about ten minutes, 
We found, at the extremity of one walk, 
beaſts, monſters, and reptiles of every 
kind, vomiting huge volumes of water 
from their mouths :—at another, arches 
and theatres, formed of fountains, Branch- 
ing out in the moſt graceful directions; 
in ſome places, the jets d eau towering up 
in groves of poplars, far above the heads 
of the higheſt trees that ſurrounded them, 
till their force being ſpent, and quite at- 
tenuated, they dropped down, in wide 
ſpreading ſhowers, upon the beholders. 


The effect of this latter piece was ny 
fine. 
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But the moſt beautiful of all was a 
ſpot laid out by the hand of taſte, in a 
manner calculated to pleaſe an Engliſh 


eye. Meandering round from walks, cut 
by the hand of art, by the windings of a 
natural and irregular path, where the trees 

| OO I 
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- as yet reared their young heads unpruned, 
and the graſs grew more wild and lux- 
uriant; of a ſudden, we reached a beau- 
 tiful area, covered with a turf of extra- 
ordinary verdure, and bounded on each 
ſide by a riſing hill, thick ſet with rude 
and artleſs ſhrubs ; before, towering to a 
great height, were rocks, placed by the 
hand of art in well- ĩimagined ſituations; 
theſe ſeemed to menace a baſon of large cir- 
cumference beneath with their fall. In a 
cavity, in the midſt of the rock, was 
Apollo, with Thetis, ſurrounded by her 
nymphs. Apollo, with three of the 
nymphs, are the work of Girardon. This | 
| . ſpot. is called las Bains d Apollen. . From 
above, on each ſide, ruſhes through the 
rock a copious ſtream, which daſhing 
down with, violence againſt many an im- 
pending rack, at length reaches the. bot- 
tom, and glides off, as though ſpent ang 
fatigyed with its fall, into the baſon bes 
5 „„ 
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The largeſt of the water-works way 
reſerved for the laft exhibition, which is 


called Le Baſſin du Dragon. It is com- 
poſed of a number of figures; on one 
ide, repreſenting Neptune and his - re- 


tinue; and on the other, ſeveral images 
of a dragon, and other creatures, with a 


range of fountains. At the appointed 
time, an amazing number of jets eau be- 


gin at once to play ; 3 if I miſtake not, to 
the amount of two hundred; ſome of 


: which riſe the higheſt i in the gardens, and 


:form a moſt brilliant ſpectacle. The af- 
ſemblage of people here was great indeed, 
and, arranged along the fides of the great 
| pond, made a con lderable addition to the 
ſhew. | 


The park appears very exten r FT 
the gardens, with a fine piece of water, 
directly in front of the palace. On this 
day. the palace and the gardens are open 
to the populace. No one 1s refuſed ad- 

mittance ; 3 
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| admittance ;: and they fanſy themſelves as 
much elevated and favoured. in thus par- 
ticipating in the grandeur of the ſtate, as 
if they had an enjoyment of their liberty, 
or held a part in its conſtitution, It is 
found neceſſary to give them toys to play 


3 with, het they may not handle mono 


The town of Verſailles is pretty large; 
but there were ſo many objets more in- 
tereſting to examine, that I did not pay ĩt 
any attention. On my return to my 
auberge, I found myſelf much fatigued, 
and laid down to repoſe myſelf. I had 
ſcarcely begun to doze, when the door 
opened, and I beheld a Franciſcan before 
me, bending in a ſuppliant manner, and 
aſking for an alms ;—his feet were bound 
with ſandals, and his face hung low with 
gejection, and apparent want. I had 
made within myſelf a ſerious reſolution, 
phen 1 I firſt erred France, not to give a 
fingle | 
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ſingle; ſou whilſt I was in it, towards the 
- fupport of ſuperſtition or hypocriſy ;—but 
1 ſoon found of what nullity are our re- 
ſolutions, when our feelings are intereſted, 
Juſt as I was about to refuſe him, a down- 
caſt look, and a heaving ſigh, repelled my 
words; and the recollection of an adven- 
ture of that true ſon of genius and na- 


* 


i ture, Yorick, with the monk at Calais, 


ſtruck my mind, and determined me, half 
prepoſſeſſed. He veceived the donation 
with a grateful diffidence; his counte- 
nance was a little wee, and he left 


the room. 


1 am, &c. 
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war 1 to take a view of the 

remainder of the moſt obſervable cu 
riofities in this city, and began with. exa- 
mining the church of V de Grace, which 
is highly celebrated, as containing a moſt 
admirable piece of painting, the chef- 
4. æuure of es 


3 It is on =" top 8 the dome, and repre- 
ſents, ina truly celeſtial manner, the 3 Jos 
of the bleſſed. 


* 


The 
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The receptacle adjoining, which con- 
tains the bodies of thirty-ſix of the royal 
houſe, may be eſteemed worthy of regard, 
by thoſe who carry their veneration for 

TOR beyond it its extinion. 


From the * of Val de Grate, I went 5 
to the church of the Carmelites, in the 
Fauxbourg de St. Jaques, which is one 
of the richeſt repoſitories, and contains 
ſome of the choiceſt valuables in all Paris. 
The floor of the church throughout is 
marble, and the altar-piece very elegant, 
being a tabernacle of intire filver ; but its 
chief beauties are the paintings. The 
admirable piece of Guido, of the Annurt- 
_ ciation, which Rands at the right of the | 
altar, is wonderfully foft and beautiful ; 
and that celebrated production, the chef- 
d æuvre of Le Brun, repreſenting a peni- 

tent Magdalen, is beyond deſcription in- 

tereſting and expreſſive ;—her eyes ſeem to 

| be newly ſwoln with tears; and it is im- 
| "polls 
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poſſible to look at her, for many minutes, 
without feeling ſympathetic emotions. 
The fate was taken from that of the 
celebrated Comteſſ de Villaire, who, in an 
hour of penitence and remorſe, flew from 
the world to this convent, and made an 
eternal ſolitude an atonement for the law- 
loſs love of a mobarch.; 


| "pane are bay gi fas pieces 3 Stella 
Philippe Compeigne, and others; but the 
effect of ſome paintings on the vault of 
the church, is ſingular and entertaining. 
The figure of our Saviour, and ſome 
other pieces, although done horizontally 
on the roof, exhibit to the eye a direct 
perpendicular appearance; nor have you 
the leaſt idea of the deception, till you 
ſtand immediately under dem, when their 
real Poſition. is ee, 

1 the e of the i I 
proceeded to the obſervatory, which is at 
. preſent, 
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178 A REFLECTIVE TOUR | 
preſent, and has been for ſeveral. years 
paſt, under repair. Beneath this obſer- 
vatory, is the deſcent into the ſubterra- 
neous paſſages that lead under Paris. 
Theſe greatly excited my curioſity, and I 
deſcended with a guide and torches.” On 
getting to the depth of cighty feet, we 
reached the bottom, and met with ſeveral 
roads, that branched off in different di- 
rections. At that ſpot, they were reſtored ; 
from the original ſtate of rudeneſs in 

which they were left, and built up re- 
gularly, being now uſed for the benefit of 
the obſervatory, for the purpoſe of mak- 
ing n experiments. | 


We walked through a number of theſe- 
paths, and at length returned to the 
Eſcaliers, whereby we had deſcended. I 
wiſhed to have penetrated farther, but 
was not able, as they ſuffer no one to go 
under the city, but the inſpectors, whoſe 
bufineſs it is, at certain times, to examine 


the 
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the different paſſages ; whether to deter- 
mine on the ſcite of new houſes, which is 
abſolutely neceſſary, in order to aſcertain 
the ſufficiency of the foundation; to diſ— 
cover if any part has lately fallen in; or 
to ſee if any aperture or communication 

| 5 above has been fince made. 


111 is ed, that chow: are many pri- 
vate paſſages known, and connections 
eſtabliſned in different parts, from theſe 
excavations. Formerly, a great deal of 
contraband goods were introduced into the 
city, through the ſubterraneous paſſages; 
but they have lately built barriers under- 
neath, to correſpond with thoſe around 
the city; which are lately erected, in or- 
der to prevent any merchandize whatever 
being carried into Paris, without Paying 5 
the duties to the en S 87% 


Theſe paſſages wn dhe 
r of the city, to within a ſmall diſtance 
e 7 


% 


15 A RETIECrivE ro R 


of the river. Not only the interior parts, 
but even thoſe that are more approximate 
to the obſervatory, are very dangerous to 
explore without a guide z indeed, it would 
be almoſt an impoſſibility not to be loſt, 
amidſt ſo many windings and interſoctions. 
The bodies of two Capuc bin were found, 
not far from the Eſcaliers, who had been 
ſo imprudent as to wander there alone. 
They were diſcovered in a ſhocking con- 
dition, with their hands eaten off. In the 
alley where they were found, we 40 
monument ar to mane _—_ 


- Thoſe e patlepes be been 
SOHO for a great length of time, and are 
ſuppoſed to have been excavated for the 
purpoſe of building the town above, 
being in many parts in large quarries, and 
in roads of great breadth. I noticed a ſtra- 
tum of ſtone, that M. Buffon takes notice 
of, which, at the ſame depth, and of the 
lame thickneſs, on the whole vault, 
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From the contemplation of theſe darker 
curiofities, and works of art, I returned 
to relieve my eyes with a feaft I had be- 
fore - anticipated; z namely to review the 
colle&tion of paintings PEA to than 
et Orleans. a | 


cats | in hs midſt of 4 ſi 
4 of tho firſt maſters; ſurrounded 
by the productions of Raphael, Titian, 
Guido, Paul Veroneſe, the Caracci, and 
Corregia ; of Reubens, Claude Lor- 
Fain, Holbein, Rembrandt, Teniers, and 
Vaadyke; Le Brun, Pouſſin. &c. c. I 
fanſſed myſelf in angelic company, and 
looked around me with rapture, reverence, 
and enthuſiaſm, I found myſelf like 4 
worſhipper under the heathen mythology; 
diſtracted amongſt ſo many objects of 
devotion, and longed for an individual 
and ſeparate adoration. Amidſt fo rich 
an aſſemblage, the mind is filled with an 


33 Ys 
* . 
* 


8 N 
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 ecſtacy, a diſorder, and a tumult, that 
parents a N and a pn , oh 


i dent this evening at the Theatre 
ft which is a moſt elegant and 
beautiful building, and by far the beſt 
- contrived theatre I have ever ſeen ; being 
built in a circular form, and without any 
obſtruction of pillars to the view. It is 
at once to be admired for its elegance and 
convenience. The piece performed was 
Berenice, a well-written tragedy by Ra- 
cine. It was in the true ſtyle of the 
French drama, perfectly regular, with 
every unity preſerved the ſpeeches, long 
and declamatory ; the events, few and 


ſimple ;—the plot Means aka ty | 
* poor. 


: q 
* 0 15 2 1 4 Fs * ; k * : 
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bau, Aug. 29, 1788. 


FAM 5 in OE this place, to 
1 bear a favourable. teſtimony to the 
er and hoſpitality of its inhabitants, 5 
which not only ſhews itſelf 1 in a polite af- 
fability of manners, but! in numerous acts 
of generoſity. 


1 _ ſure, in 3 from acquaint- 
ances ſo flight and unſettled, there would 
be, -by no means, that profuſion of fa- 
3 vours, 


* 
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"Yours, and of liberality, experienced. On 
an introduction to a family, you are at 
once domeſticated, allowing for neceſſary 
forms; and you cannot pay a greater 
compliment, than in-devotin 8 to them the 
whole of 2 time. 


As 1 hive not he occaſion to make 
experiments of their ſincerity, I can ſay 
nothing on that head: but it would be 
ungenerous to ſuppoſe a want of ſin- 
Fs were ery is a  ſhew of 7 8861 


With regard to the French ladies, 1 
believe no one can be ſo inanimate and 
dull, as to be in their company without 
feeling pleaſure, There is that life, that 
vivacity and wit, which canriot fail to en- 
tertain and captivate, A Frenchwoman, 
without the advantages of beauty, or the 
accompliſhments of perſon, will be more 
intereſting and 2 than many of the 
moſt 
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5 1 beautiful of our Engliſh | Fair; a ' 
dertain caſe, affability, and je ne Hai quor, 
hangs about them, and invites an inti- 
mary 3z—nor chills the ſallies of wit, nor 
repels the attacks of gallantry, by: a cold 
woah on or reſerved — 1 


* 


- Sack lessen bat a8 theſe are _ 
ſtined to enliven ſociety, and to intereſt 
and charm in the hour of gaiety and wit ; 
but there” are hours in life (and they are 
much. the ſweeteſt), when the power of 
the feelings riſes above the ſports of the 
brain hen, in the moment of con- 
ſeiouſneſs and retirement; in the calm of 
reaſon, and the ſoft ecſtacy of ſoul, we 
bock elsewhere for tomrhunication, and 
for enj ; yment, 'We find our boſoms too 
nattow and confined zwe find our feel- 
ings burn for participation, and the heart 
unable to content them—In ſuch an 
hour, the accompliſhments of a Frerich- 
woman would be impertinent and diſ- 

,, MN _—» guſting ; 
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guſting :—then, the charms of beauty, 
modeſty, and ſenſibility, reveal the fair of 
our own country, to be alone formed for 
the heart; —alone formed to give refined 
and laſting happineſs ;—to enamour and 
delight, in the hour of love and ſoftneſs ;— 
to intereſt and captivate, in the retreat 
from the world, and amid the luxury of 
ſentiment and feeling; — to ſoothe, in the 
moment of diſtreſs ;—and to ſupport the 
fond relations and endearments of daugh- 
ter, of mother, and of friend. 


In the full day of enjoyment, and in 
the circle of gaiety and faſhion, the 
French women are the moſt calculated 
to ſhine. In the ſhade of retirement, 
and the quiet of domeſtic life, thoſe of 
our country are by far the moſt ami- 
able. I ſhould prefer a French woman for 
A miſtreſs, but an Engliſh woman for a 
wife. 


Tomorrow 
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Tomorrow I take my leave of this 


place; not without ſome of thoſe feelings 


of attachment and regret, which we ex- 
perience on parting with a ſpot that we 
are pleaſed with, and from inhabitants to 


whom we are attached. Adieu 1] ſhall 


write to you again ere long ; 


: And am, &c. 


—— 
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to depoſit my trunks, for their conveyance 
to Dieppe, asTpreviouſly intended to make 
rather a circuitous expedition thither, On 
arriving, I was yexed to find that I muff 
wait re Bor before the trunks could be 
entered; and that it was neceſſary to go 
to another Bureau, in order to have them 
ſealed. My chagrin was increaſed, at 


before the ceremony could take place, 
which was indiſpenfable, in order to pre- 
vent their being ſearched at Rouen, or 
opened Nd 10 OG in n * 


| TRE. 


One SEL OY the ja 
heightened my chagrin into ill nature, 
ind from ill-nature into paſſion; at 
patience, my trunks ere ſearched, and 
afterwards freſh corded, in order to leavs 
the ends in a particular ſtate, for the pur- | 
i I faw that every one was 
5 engaged 


learning that I muſt ſtay there three hours, 


engaged to play into the hands of the 
other; and all to pick the pocket of the 
devoted patient. My cords were thrown 
aſide, to pay for new ones, not a whit 
better; and my trunks burſt in pieces, by 
being corded with a large inſtrument, that 
a carpenter, who, was ſtanding. by, might 
have the job of ng. it, At length. 
by ten o'clock, I of them, and 
returned to the — des Meſſageries, 
where, after ſome time and n 
finiſned the neceſſary buſineſe, and | 
then to go to the Bureau des petites Bebe n 
at the other ſide of the town, in the Faun 
Bourg de Saint Denys, There, finding 
myſelf diſappointed of the carriage IL had 
hired and paid for, and obliged to wit 
for another, I was provoked to the higheſt- 
pitch of determined ill nature. I Wiſhed 
myſelf a thouſand times in mW; 
| bleſſed the confidence and freedom of my 
country, that left every man his own 
W 0 do as he pleaſed; nor obliged 
n . 
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him, if he wanted to go a few ſteps; to 
apply to à hundred en; G 
poſing: Wee in _ Del 
een lig aſcended: 5 ents 
| riage, I fanſied myſelf ſecure. At tha 
moment, a large bundle was tlirowu 
in at the window, ſeemingly to claim 
poſſeſſiun. Inſtigated by reſentment and 
chagrin, I immediately ſeized it, and threw 
it aut, hen the coachman came to the 
door with a perſon, to afk 'my leave for 
him to accompany-us to St. Denys. Had 
it boen the firſt prince of the blood, 1 
ſhould have refuſed him; ſo ſtrongly was 
I determined not to oblige a Frenchman, 
and ſo much did I wiſh for an opportu- 
nity of retaliating. I refuſed, he in- 
treated; denied, he was earneſt 1 
was poſitive. He went away, and, re- 
turning in a few minutes, threw open 
the door, and with an air of conſidenes 
and 1 gave me a billet from the 


2 „„ Bureau, 
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| Bureaz, adding, that the gentleman 
ſhould now be admitted, whether I would 


or no. I found it was in vain to remon- 


ſtrate or appoſe ; for I had not only been 


deprived of my own carriage (which was 
to have held two), but having another in 


the room of it (that held four), I was 
ſabje& to the intruſion of whomſoever 
they pleaſed. I had now the pleaſure of 


having for a companion, one whom I 


could only look on with an averted eye of 


coldneſs, and from whom I could oor 


a better W 


1 My Wee was 1 more increaſed, and 


I longed for an opportunity of venting it. 


I ſaw that my companion appeared much 
agitated ; that his eyes were continually 
peeping out at the corner of one window 


or the other ; and that as we rolled along, 
he repeatedly muttered a few oaths at the 


low neſs of our motion. At length, he in 
a moment . up the windows, and 


Cc KN, | ſeemed 
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ſeemed to hide himſelf, as though he ſaw 
ſome one he wiſhed to avoid. I concluded 
1 ſhould by-and-by be witneſs'to ſomeſuch 
adventure as that at Liſſeux, and ſought 


for an nn of n nne 


: ill natured. 


. Monſieur,” aid I. "x * me FIR 
vous avez d « Out, Monſieur,” he 


replied, «ai peur.” He continued, that 


he was in purſuit of two villains, who had 
ſwindled goods from him to the amount 
of 40,000 livres: that he left Rouen laſt 
night., in-queſt of them, and had arrived 


at Paris juſt as my carriage was going off: 


_ that he was haſtening to St. Denys, the 
place of their reſidence, in order to ſeize 
all the property they had, before they 
could arrive. He added, that if J had 


not refuſed him admiſſion into my car- 


riage, and created that delay, he ſhould 
have got to St. Denys before them, hav- 
ing had | hogs of their Ong Paris but 


A few 


+ 


a few minutes earlier; but that he now 


deſpaired; fearing he was too late, My 


heart heaved as I heard it; I was ſtruck ; 
I felt how injurious my paſſion and 
malevolence had been to a fellow-crea- 


ture, and hung down my head in abaſe- 


ment : to chagrin, ſucceeded penitence ; ; 
—and to eee compaſſion. | 

I could — no apology, not being 
able to form any that would ſatisfy me. 
We rode on, and I kept as good a look 
out as himſelf, being almoſt as much in- 
tereſted. At length, he eſpied them, and, 


urging on the coachman, we overtook 


them. He concealed himſelf, as he paſſed 
them, and reached St. Denys in time to 


take poſſeſſion of their houſe and goods 
before they arrived. I made a reſolution, 
never again to revenge an injury upon the 


innocent, nor to make humanity fall a 
ſacnliee. to eee e 1 


Ce 2 | I ftaid 
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I ſtaid at St. Denys, in order to take 
a view of the rich and celebrated abbey 
there, the burial- place of their kings, and 
the repoſitory of many valuable and deli- 
cious en 5 


8 Amongſt the different monuments of 
the ſucceſſive houſes that have filled the 
French throne, the race of Pepin, Hugh 
Capet, Valois, and Bourbon, I noticed 
many, as deſerving of attention; parti- 
cularly that of Francis the firſt, com- 
poſed of white marble. His figure is 
proſtrate on a tomb, and exactly reſem- 
bles the pictures we have of him, all of 
which were, moſt probably, great like- 
neſſes. On the left hand of the choir, 1s 

to be ſeen the monument of Louis XII. 
whoſe image, with that of his queen, is 
recumbent on the tomb, beneath a canopy, 
which is ſupported by the figures of juſ- 
tice, ſtrength, temperance, and prudence; 
ang a around are placed the twelve apoſtles, 

in 
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in ſmall niches. Beyond this tomb, is 
that of Henty II. and Catharine de Me- 
dicis, of the houſe of Valois; they are in 
bronze, and repreſented as kneeling ; at 
each corner are the cardinal virtues, in 

the ſame, finely executed. The whole ve 
the piece 1s very handſome. 


on the right fide of the choir, are the 
monuments of Charles the Vth, Charles 
the XVIth, and Charles the XVIIth. At 
the eaſt end of the church, in a ſmall cha- 
pel on the left hand, is the beautiful tomb 
of Marechal Turenne, who is repreſented as 
expiring, ſupported by immartality, who 
decks him with a laurel : on one fide is 
the figure of Wiſdom ; and on the other, 
of Valour, exquiſitely performed, the ad- 
mirable deſign of Le Brun. The moſt 
celebrated action of this warrior, is re- 
preſented in bronze, on x the ee of the 
anne. road 248 5 * 
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Within the choir, i is the tomb of 158 8 
XV. hung, at preſent, with black velvet, 


and adorned with eſcutcheons. In the 


middle of the choir, is the tomb of Charles 
the Bald; and not far from it, the monu- 


ment of Dagobert, the founder 9 the ; 
church = ani ldhnnhu „ 


The Maitre- autel is extremely beautiful 


and rich, compoſed of three parts in maſ- 


ſive gold, repreſenting in bas-relief, va- 
rious ſcripture-figures: in the middle 
compartment 1s our Saviour, ſupporting 


2 bible, formed of a very fine topaz. The 


whole is ſet round, and enriched with the 
moſt precious ſtones, of different kinds. 
The front of the altar is a ſine deſerip- 


tion in bas- relief, on filver gilt, of the 


adoration of the wiſe m men. 


\ 


But the chief riches 4 mT of 5 


the place, are contained in the Sacriſtie, 


to which we procured admittance, and 
were FORdgcted by a very civil and com- 


municative 


THROUGH FRANCE. 199 


municative monk. Incloſed in different 
cloſets, the folding · doors of which extend 
round the room, are the moſt valuable 
antiques; the moſt coſtly pieces of work- 
manſhip; the moſt rare and precious 
ſtones; and che moſt curious and in- 
eſtimable relics. We were ſhewn the 

crowns of many of their kings, enriched 

with diamonds, and every other precious 

ſtone: that of Charlemagne, Louis XV. 

and the copy of Louis XVI. Many ſmall 
and ſeemingly inconſiderable morceaux 
were pointed out, valuable enough to 
make the fortune of a moderate man. 

Croſſes, Jeſus Chriſt's, Virgin Mary * 
and numberleſs other things, were diſ- 
played, compoſetl'of gold, diamonds, ru- 
bies, agates, emeralds, and ſapphires; the 
onyx, the topaz, amethyſt, and many other 
ſtones ; each of the fineſt quality, and 
the largeſt ſize. I very much admired a 
handſome vaſe, made of an oriental agate, 
 beaurifully: ds api and of ſeveral 
1 * inches 
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this place, I may perhaps impart a more 
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inches diameter: it was a eurious and 
very valuable antique, worked around 


with hieroglyphics. Our conductor in- 


formed us, that this vaſe was made by 


order of Ptolemy Philadelphus,. king of 


Egypt, in ans of a . of 


Bacchus. | 


Incloſes f in a caſe of Glen Ss. 18 he 
head of St. Hilary, with a beautiful mi- 


tre, covered oyer with pearls and ſtones 
of different kinds, Many vaſes, formed of 


different metals and ſtones, aſtoniſh with 
their richneſs ; and, from their number 


and variety, prevent a detail. A very va- 


luable and brilliant agate contains the 
figure of the emperor Auguſtus : —in 


| ſhort, I can give you but a very inadequate 


idea of the riches and beauties of this re- 


poſitory, which are only to be 9 575 


from inſpection. 
of mother part of the collefions of 


full 
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full and conſonant es as the. imme- 
- diate idea of the thing, and the relative 
one of the deception, muſt be common to 
both. We were ſhewn, amongſt other 
ſacred reſerves, a piece of the true croſs, 
a foot in.length ; a ſmall crucifix, made. 
& the ſame, and a nail that belonged to 

| In a crown, compoſed of gold and 
cs ſtones, was exhibited a ruby, in 
which was preſerved a thorn, from the 
crown that encircled our Saviour's head: 
there was alſo a bit of the pitcher that 
was uſed at the marriage of Cana; a bone 
from the arm of St. Simeon; bones of 
St. Hippolite, St. Placide, and many 
others of equal note. The chin of St. 
Louis; a tooth of St. Pancras; St. John 
the Baptiſt's thigh ; St. Bartholomew's | 
finger; St. Thomas's hand; ſome of the 
hair of the Virgin Mary; and, to crown 
the whole, a budget of bones belonging 
to the Prophet Iſaiah, The ſolemnity 
with which theſe pious lyes were detailed, 
We  - 
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was truly entertaining ; and I could not 
help ſmiling at the idea which the monk 
muſt have been amuſed with, namely, | 
that of humming W. 


The coronation robe of Louis XVI. is 
very ſplendid and rich; and preſerved in 
the ſacriſtie, where is alſo a picture of 
Joan of Arc, and the ſword which ſhe 
uſed ; with the chair of N and 
ſome other curioſities. 


After taking leave of the monk, who 
gave his time and trouble gratis, I pro- 


ceeded onwards to Chantilly. . 


CCC 


| Chantilly Aug. 30, 1788. 


7E at off: a St. Denys, after 
viewing the curioſities of the 


place, and reached Chantilly i in the even- 


Ing. The country oyer which we paſſed, 
was entertaining and beautiful; on each 


fide diverſified with yineyards, orchards, 
corn-fields, gardens, and woods; the la- 
bourers were at work around us; ſome 


manuring their fields, and others at har- 


. yeſt.- The fruit was hanging in ripeneſs 
Dd and 
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and luxuriance upon the n tempt- 


ing the hand of the paſſenger. We re- 


galed ourſelves with apples, and ſome 
bunches of very fine grapes, which we ga- 
thered by the ſide of the road, at this time 
in the higheſt perfection. On approach- 


ing Chantilly, we met with continued 


woods, opening, at ſhort diſtances from 


each other, to the road, in tranſverſe 
viſtas. Theſe coups d il had a pleaſant | 
effect en paſſant. The ſcenery around now 
began to grow new and enchanting ; 
game of different kinds flocked about 


in the utmoſt plenty; partridges were 
running before us on the road, as nu- 


merous and as tame as ſparrows in Eng- 
land; pheaſants at every ſtep were as plen- 
ty as our turkeys, and ſtood unmoved, and 
ſtaring at us as we drove by; whilſt 
hares, deers, and rabbets, ſkipped about us 

in numbers. The happy retreat and 
ſanctuary which this ſpot affords them, 


beter to their increaſe, and renders 


5 | them 
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them ſo tame as np one dares deſtroy 
them, under pain of perpetual condem- 
nation to the gallies. A puniſhment ſo 
ſevere, for a crime ſo trivial, operates as 
a total prevention; and 1s a privilege of 
which the poor creatures may well avail 
themſelves, conſidering the contracted 
ſituation of the reſt of their kind. 


We took a view this evening of the 
park and gardens, at this place; belong | 
ing to the Prince de Conde; which are 
very charming, and laid out in a ſuperior 
ſtyle. They are, in many parts, after the 
Engliſh taſte; the lawn, and the ground 
about the palace, are very rich and fine; 3 
bounded on one ſide by the winding bo- 
ſom of an extended grove, ornamented 
; with handſome pieces of water; and, on 
the other, by a long range of neatly- built 
houſes, with the Grand Ecurie. I exa- 
mined the ſtables, which are very large, 
and * of containing ſeyeral hun- 
dred 
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ared horſes ; ; many of which | are Eng- 
liſh; ſome of them fine, but all i in bad 
condition ; they? are fed with wheat ſtraw, 
in a neu of hay. DD 


The gardens are Pasa after the 
French ſchool, being interſected with 
walks, decorated with parterres; and fil - 
led with fountains, which have here 3 
| very poor, and puerile effect. 1 


The J/e a Amour | is : a very charming 
and delightful ſpot ; and calculated for 
| all the enjoyments and pleaſyres attend- 
ant on the indulgence of the tender paſ- 
ſion. At one end of a pleaſant walk, 
ſtands a ſtatue, in marble, repreſenting x a 
Venus pudigue; and at the other a capti: 
vating and lovely figure, in white mar- 
ble, finely vein'd, revealing a Venus aux 

belles feſſes ;—it was impoſſible to view 
this without the moſt amorous and warm 
emotiong,—lp the midſt of the iſland is 
| the 


7 5 I 91343 
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out wings or quiver ;—holding in his 
hand, a heart beneath it, are the fol 
lowing lines: | 


F - ; YL 25s 
TE” ES OSS”: - 2 4 


' W'offrant qu'un cœur 2 la beute. 
Auf nud que Ja Verite; - -/ 
Sans armes comme 1 
Sans alles comme la Conſtance. 
| Tel fut l'amour au fiècle d'Or; 
On ne le trouve plus, n mais on Tec cherche encore, 


TIA Arb 


Bow robed i in all the charms of youth, - 
| A heart to Beauty, Cupid brings; 
Naked, and unadorn'd as Truth, 
And void as Conſtancy of wings. 
As angel innocence, unarm'd, | 
He tells how love; in days of yore, 
| With ey'ry bliſs the boſom charm'd, 
That gentle nature ever bore:— 


lo v in we ſeek mw now fue ne er ſhall find him 
more 1 | 


©: another ilend, 4 1 ds 5 | 
Vere, on entering a Boſquet, you find Jour- 
ſelf 


the figure of a Cupid, naked, and with- 
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ſelf led irito a ſucceſſion of elegant ar- 
bours ; ; interwoven and twined around 
with honeyſuekles and tendrils of the 
jeſſamine. In each arbour is fome game 
of chance, for the amuſement of relaxa- 

tion; each different from the other. 
| Theſe little ſaloons lead along on each 
| fide the grove, connected by winding al- 
 leys; atid leave ſeveral larger areas in the 
middle, which are devoted to more con- 
ſiderable games, or exerciſes ; ſuch as the 
ſwing, ſee-ſaw, or round-about ; ahd a 
ſpace, at the termination of the en, 
for dancing. 


The palace is quite inſulated; appear- 
ing to riſe out of the water, which waſnes 
round it in a limpid and wide lake, well 
ſtocked with ſome of the fineſt fiſn, prin- 
cipally carp, in the world. On being 
vhiſtled to, they flock round in great 
| numbers, and eat bread out of your 
hands 5 
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Hands; rolling one over the other, 
and ſucking it into their large mouths, 
ſeeming ready to ſwallow your fingers. 
They ate extremely old; ſome of them, 
they ſay, more than 100 years; indeed 
their colour indicates their being of a 
very advanced age. There are ſome, 
that, from length of years, are intirely 
| white ; . others white, and brown; and of 
| every intermediate ſhade, till they come 
donn to their peculiar golden hue, 


After mocking over Ga other parts 
of the pleaſyre ground (which is very 
extenſive), to view the caſcade, and other 
curious works, night approached ;— we 
found ourſelves obliged to return; and 
as my heart was bent upon ſeeing Erme- 
nonville, I determined to paſs by what 
remained further to be ſeen at Chantilly, 
and to devote the next day to it; as on 
n I am under the neceſſity of be- 
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ing at Dicppe, I hve un many ting 


here unobſerved ; but ſo great is my 
enthuſiaſm to ſacrifice at the ſhrine of 


Rouſſeau, that 1 have left them without 
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1 g 3 . | Chamilly, Aug: 25 3788. 


- Sat off "Ow morning. in 2 Cabriolet, for. 

Ermenonville, which lies at about the 
diſtance. of four leagues from this place; 
and, after paſſing through. the. park of 
the Prince of Conde, where we ſaw game 
innumerable, we got upon a wild and 
barren heath, which led us, over a moſt 
miſcrable road, to within a mile of Erme- 
nonville. The effect of this was very 
5 agreeable; for, as we now approached 
I It nearer, 
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nearer, the ſcenery began to change, and 
the face of the country to aſſume a new 
appearance; the vicinage of this hal- 


lowed retreat was enriched with + meade, 
woods, and water. FIPS 


Wea arfived, and 105 at a ſmall inn 
in the middle of the village; which was 
beautifully recluſe and- pleaſant :—at a 


_ diſtance from the reſt of the world, it 


ſeemed to exiſt here ſolely to itſelf. Such 
a village, thought 1 (as I entered it), was 


made for Nouſſeau ; Here he enjoyed the 


charms of tliat rural, and that fimple 


ſtate he loved. Such was the little vit 
lage at the foot of the Alps; fach the 
adods of Julia and 8 St. FRous | nth 


on entering it, I found 4 ft diffuſiort 


of melancholy and tenderneſs ſpread over 


my ſoul. I was ſoon diſpoſed to peno- 


trate into the gardens; and having pro- 


cured 


20 
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cured a guide; who was the head-garden- 
on I proceeded on wy tour. 


The chateau of the Marquis de Girar 
din was the firſt object that prefented it- 
ſelf to my attention. It has no charac- 
teriſtie, or regular appearance; around it 
is a porid of water, and a bridge leads to 
it; its aſpect is not elegant or handſome; 
and it ſeems Aa A nee, to the 
ruinous. ; 


on ach ae 0 of . ew 3 in 0 
the chateau, is a lodge; one of theſe was 
inhabited by Rouſſeau. Our conductor 
paſſed it by; and it was with fome diffi- 
eulty I could prevail on him to let me ſee 

it, as he thought it not of any conſe- 
quence; — not knowing that it was the 
ſame principle of veneration and enthu- 
fiaſm that prompted me to viſit it, as 
makes the pious pilgrim take a Journey 
to © or "Mecca. 1 | 
en 5 5 The | 


a” 
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The lodge is near to the chateau of the * 
Marquis de Girardin. Rouſſeau only i in- 
habited the attic ſtory, which was but 
for a temporary reſidence; as there was 
a rural cottage building for him, in the 
gardens,—In this room he died. In an 
account of the death of Rouſſeau, which 
I have ſomewhere ſeen, he i 1s. ſaid, f in a 
converſation, with his wife, to have deſired 
Mrs aka to throw open the window 
of his room, a few minutes before he 
expired ;—and there, to have admired the 

verdure of the fields, and the beauties of 
nature. This account muſt have been 
erroneous; as that part of the houſe i is 
ſo totally ſurrounded with trees, cloſe up 
to the very window, that not the leaſt 
veſtige of the charms of nature can be 
diſcerned, except it be i in the trunks of 
pines, and fir- trees. learned many of 
the particulars of his mode of life, and 
beheld with a ſacred awe, many things 
that once he uſed, Every incident, the 

| moſt 
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- moſt trivial, becomes dignified and inte- 
reſting, when'it relates to ſuch a man; 
— and circumſtances of this kind, ſuch 
as the apparel he wore, the chair on 
which he ſat, and the bed on which he 
ſlept, are particularly attractive, as im- 
preſſing ideas of perſonality. T obtained 
ſome relics of this great man ; and, heav- 
ing a ſigh at the i "of aß Oh; 
withdrew an, 197 ſpot, | 


On entering he dts 3 this ade, 
we paſſed through a gate: over which, 
upon a pedeſtal, was the e in- 
ſeription; JJ 


Le 5 du a ton, 5 orgy 

Peut-etre Anglois, F rangois, Chinois ; 

Mais les eaux, les pres, & les bois, 

La nature, & le payſage, | 

Sont de tout temps, de tout pays; 

C'eſt pourquoi, hong ce lieu ns. 
Tous les hommes ſeront amis, 


Et tous les langages admis. 
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The cultur'd garden, richly grac'd 
With all the labour'd charms of raft, 
Muſt owe its faſhion, and its rules 
To French, Chineſe, or Engliſh ſchools ;: 
But the deep grove, the limpid tide, 5 
The yerdant mead, and landſcape wide, : 

And nature's ſteps, are ſtill the ſame, 
Ofev'ry age, and ev'ry name. 

Tis thus, amid this rude retreat, 
That diſtant nations find a ſeat 5 

That ev'ry tongue, uncheck'd, a, a 

And all that enter, meet as friends. 
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ei commence la carriere 
D*un doux & champetre loifir z 
Chacun, au gre de ſon plaiſir, 
A chaque borne milliare, 
Pourra poyrſuivre, ou $ "arrter ; : 
Dans la carrière de la vie, 
Par la ſort, ou le fantaiſie, 
Chacun ſe ſeat precipiter ; | 
Mais, pour ne jamais culbuter 
Dans Pabime de la chimère, 
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Le ſeul moyen, c'eſt de bien faire, 
_ . Ou bien de ſavoir s arrẽter. 


e 


. 


58 Here, traveller, veins: the fofe career 
Oft peaceful leiſure, and of calm retreat; 
And at thy will thou may'ft, each moment, bers 
Purſue thy e, or arreſt thy feet. 


Not ſo, along the rude career of 1057 
Where, puſh'd by fantaſy, or urg'd by fate, 
Each, mid the maae of doubt, or war of ſtrife, 5 
Plunges too deep; nor ponders, till too late. 


Ah] learn, ye minds, who covet future pangs, 
Teeſcape the dread abyſs, what beſt the way; 
(Th'abyſs that ever on chimera hangs) 
Is, beſt to know the point at which to ſtay. 


1 have here attempted a tranſlation of 
the different inſcriptions I met with; 
but have not by any means confined my- 

ſelf either to the literal, or the intire 

meaning of them; which would have 

been a taſk too tireſome and ſervile. The 
„„ oF - © 2 ne 
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mſcriptions are numerous, and diſplay 

a ſmattering in many languages; but, if 
one may judge from ſome | ſpecimens, no 
great proficiency. They are all written 
by the Marquis himſelf, who ſuffers no 
one elſe to exhibit in his gardens, I 
fooked around with anxiouſneſs, and ex- 
pectation, for ſomething, from the more 
maſterly and lovely hand of Rouſſeau;— | 
but, in vain. I ſhall not attempt to give 
you # minute account of every thing 1 
have ſeen, nor to incloſe you all the in- 
ſcriptions; only fuch as are the moſt 
ſtriking, and A oe 


We paſſed through a grotto, by the 
fide of the water, where formerly was a 
caſcade, but which, by an impetuous 
flood, which took place i in December laſt, 
was utterly deſtroyed. Many more of 
the beauties of the garden were waſhed 
away by its ravages ; and particularly the 
petit lac, with its * The view 
from 
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from hence is delightful; formerly, it 
aut. haue been enchanting : — a largs 
h, prior to the flood, was a 
fing ** extenſive lake, and is now only: a 
ſwamp, opens to the eye 2 furrounded 
ing over its verdant banks, with hills 
towering! above it hete, rugged and 
miſhapen- rocks ſeem to point ont the 
rude hand of Nature; and, there, a tem- 
ple juſt rears its ſimple head above the 
| trees towards the extremity of the lake 
is the Ille of Poplars,. e with rever 


en F i 


This little Hand, yatunble: ry ever 
famous from what it contains, is fituated 
pretty near the farther end of the lake, 
at a ſmall giſtance from the oppoſite 
bank; from whence the tomb of Rouſ- 
ſeau may be plainly diſcovered. | It ſtands 
it the midſt of a grove of poplars, that 
Wave c over it their lofty heads ;—around | 
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it, were wont to flow the waters of a 


clear and extended lake ; which the flood 


above-mentioned has removed; though 


the Marquis intends ſoon to recall them 


to their former beds, and alſo to make 
farther improvements. At the hour of 


death, it was requeſted by Rouſſeau of the 


Marquis, that he-would ſuffer him to be 
buried in ſome part of his gardens ; and 
this ſpot was choſen, as the moſt ſacred 


and ſequeſtered removed from the i in- 


truſion of unhallowed viſiters, and ſur. 
rounded by a pure element of water. 


LEA 1 


on the bank, oppoſite the iſland, WY 
led le Banc. des  Meres, are two inſcrip- 


tions, upon different ah upon one of 


them 1s the following; : 


La, Gone ces peupliers, dans ce ſimple tombeau, 
Qu'entourent ces ondes paiſibles, 


Sont les reſtes mortels de Jean - Jaques Rouſſeau; 
Mais c'eſt gans tous les cœurs ſenſibles. 


Que cet komme fi bon, qui fut tout ſentiment, 
De ſon ; ame 0 fonde I'6ternel monument. . 
7 GB 
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TRANSLATED 


There, where yon p6plars rear thidir ton'ring hade, 
And the ſtill waves in gentle motion flow, 
. ithin the tomb, by pious friendſhip laid, 


c the hallow'd aſhes of Rouſſeau : : 


But the bright image of his mind will reſt, ES 

That mind, with ſentiment and virtue pure, 

bn within the warm and feeling breaſt, 
1877 ever 1 and for ever ſure, 


3 — 
1 - 


On another gone, which forms a king 
of couch, is written: 


De la mere 3 enfant il rendit 'M, tendreſſes ; 
De VFenfant à la mere il rendit les careſſes ; 3 
De Phomme, i ſa naiſſance, il fut lebienfaiteur 1 


15 le rendit plys inte, afin qu'il füt e 


Ta AY 1415. 


Twas thine to teach the mother to beſtow r 
Thoſe tender cares, that infant nature bleſt; - 
?T was thine to give the infant cheek to glow. | 
In fond careſſes on the mother's breaſt ;j— —_ 
e May 


44 4 


| 
[ 


'S | 

\ 1 

19 
7 

IA 
11 . 
by * 
50 3 
q £ 
- 
x J 

: 74 

Ch. 
4 
if 
8 
"3 1 
"i 
2 1 
= 
_— 
8 A 
; 


— 


G -- 


| AEFLECTLYE, TOUR 


*. | 
Man own'd a friend, from childhood's reign, in thee 
. bes me theu _— 


On (this. Kone, 1 laid down," and 


having removed alittle from my atten- 


dants, gave myſelf up to the enthuſiaſn 


of my feelings. With yeneratjon, I be- 


held myſelf. before the tomb of a man 
whom 1 ſo much pevered j and: bleſſed a 
thouſand times his ſhade, —1 thanked. him 
for the raptures T had felt, and for the 
impreſſions I had receiyed, from his writ- 
ngs ;: —1 loved Rouſſeau as an author; 


and as a man, he ſtood high in my 


eſteem ; ; and whatever 1 might ſee in his 


follies, or inconſiſtencies, ariſing from che 


eccentricity of exalted genius, to blame or 


_ diſapprove, I could not avoid regarding 


him with the feelings of affection. My 


heart had been too much intereſted for 


reaſon, had it ten thouſand voices, to 
ever eraſe the impreſſion. Warm, and 
at _— of three and twenty, 1 am free | 


1 494 


to confeſs myſelf much inder the domi- 
nion of my eelings, 'ant the empire of 
my paſſions; Rouſſeau had agitated both, 
and I could not but regard him as the 
deareſt child of nature, Fnibility, and 
genius ;— In a word, 1 always found 
ſomething ſo enthanting, ſo luminous, 
ſo tranſporting, i in his works, that 1 ne- 
ver think of them without the moſt ten- 
der emotions. I could not prevail on 
myſelf to quit ſo ſacred a ſpot; 1 con- 
ceived i it to be a ſituation the moſt inte- 
reſting upon earth; A fituation 1 _ 
never again a. 


On this ſtone I laid " down; and 
in the fullneſs of my feelings, e 
the following : 1 | 
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6 KHAPSODY, 
Written af the. tomb of Rovssx A- | 


Auguf 8 1 


—— 


rar! jet mereſt; wie 3 this ballow'd ſhades 
And the tall poplar gives a calm retreat; _ 
This ftone, be-damp'd with dew, in moſs array'd, 


And decke d with poeſy ; my bertur d ſeat; 


Loft to the walls to human troubles loſt; 
Joo all the cares that life's vain progreſs meet 5 
Nor touch'd by envy, nor by paſſion toſt ;— 
| Fain the fond charms of ſolitude 1'd greet; 
And woo, with ardent vow, thee, Meditation ſweet? 


All Rill and ſilent is the ſcene — 
All ſtill, as thoughts that yet remain 
Within the darkſome cavern of the brain 
All huſh'd as ſolemn ſleep as midnight, all ſerene. 
No ſtep unlicens'd, or unholy treads, 5 
On haunts celeſtial, ſuch as theſe; 
No voice unhallow'd interrupts the reign 
Of harmony, and purity, and peace.— 
No noiſe is heard—ſave where the gentle breeze, 
Ruſtling amid the tufted trees, : 
ways von lacred ſhrine bows down their rev'rent 
0 5 
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Save where the zepbyrs, ſoft as infant love, 
Wake the ſtill murmurs of the grove; 
And at the hallow'd, and ſequeſter'd bier, 
Shake from th' impending leaf, for aye, the honey'd 
„en, Cs ld 


dave, | in the darken'd covert of the dell, 
8 Long woo'd. by woe, and melancholy pale, 4 
The nightingale anon repeats her tale; 
Save where, at diſtance, tolls the yillage bell, 

; Calling to maſs around the neighb' ring poor * 
Or, iffuing deep from yonder wood, | 
Some ſwain forlorn, in hapleſs mood, 

Tells from Fo plaintive lute, his ard is no more. 


Eye of the 19805 1 whoſe vivid 55 — 
Each part of Nature's inmoſt ſhades;— 
Form's of an eſſence, ſo divinely pure 
( oo tender, viſion to endure, 
Thine organs tremble at the ſight of day; 
Feel at each glance; and thrill at ev'ry ray; 
| O1 come, with looks ſo mild, and voice ſo np 4 
And eyes ſo ſweetly melting on the view ; 3 
And, in thy gentle hand, thy poniard bear, . 
Its point ſoft-dipt i in pleaſure's heav” n. dropt 7 , 
| Come! and my fond affocigte | be ; 5 
And let t me aun thee, Seaſibility 5 


FT, 
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Throw o'er my ſoul, thy veil of texture fines. 
Wrought from the pureſt threads of ev'ry fenſe ; 
Drawn from the eſſence of each feeling fair; 
And wove with art, and tend'reſt care, 
| Too nice for human touch, by hands divine. 
\ Of love's warm rapture form'd, and friendſhip” 8 
glow, 
And all the joys that heav'n- born boſoms know; 
The breath of praiſe, the ſenſe of honeſt fame, 
The gen'rous tranſport, and the pitying flame; 
Each bliſs that warms, each ecſtaſy intenſe; 
With all thy lovely charms, ſupreme benevolence! 
Thus form'd; throw round thy veil ſo wond'rou 


fine, 
That in the centre fix'd, the wakeful heart. 


. ko | Starts at each point, and feels at ev'ry part, 
4s feels the inſect ſage, that © lives along the line.” 
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Genius! thou pow r ſupreme! whom oft I've ſought 
With ceaſeleſs toil, and conſtant care; 
And wak'd my utmoſt force of thought 
To court thy inſpiration fair ;— 
In vain, I've woo'd thee by the morning light, 
And wafted on the early ſun-beam's wings 
My firſt-born pray'rs, and virgin vows; 
And ſtruck to thee the matin ſtrings 
Beneath the dew-diſtilling boughs— _ 
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In vain, at even's ſolitary ſhade - 
Within the gloomy covert of the glade 
My ſupplicating ſtrings I tune; 
And rapt in fixt attent out - watch the waning moon. 


| 575 where thy favor'd ſeat, thy 3 lies? 
Where in thy radiance doſt thou deign _ 
In ſplendid majeſty to reign, e 
And dazzle, with thy luſtre, human oa} | 
P've ſought thee in the ſoft and ſhady bow'r, 
Where ſolitude and peace delight todwell; 
Beſide the ſtream, beneath the tottꝰ ring tow'r, 
Along the meadow, and within the cell. 
I've elimb'd upon the mountain's top ſublime, 
And heard the tide in hollow tumult roar; 
Hung on the cliff; and paſs'd th' enthuſiaſt time, 
Too wait thy preſence, on the deſert ſhore.— 
In vain my ſearch, — in vain my ſtay - 
Ah! ſay, thou pow'r! thy honor'd ſeat? 
Where, with thy choir, thou deign'ſt to play; 
For well I wot, that in thy fond retreat, | 
| Virtue attends, and nature leads the throng, 
And Truth ſincere, and Rapture ever- young; 
And ſtill, methinks, ſhould herd with thee, 
Sweet Love, and gentle Senſibility;— 
Ah! where thy haunt, thy temple ſhow ? 
Ye pow'rs! — I ſee it here - the tomb of good: 
Rouſſeau ! | 
Ges Jean- 
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Jean- Jaques Rouſſeau! before thy hallow'd ſhrine 


I come to drop the warm, th' enamor'd tear; 
To wake my ſoul, at aſhes ſo divine, 

And ſeek the virtues, proſtrate at thy bier. 
For every gift that nature could impart, 


Each force of thought, and excellence of mind; 
The tend'reſt feelings of the human heart; 


All that was great and good, was all in thee com- 


bin'd. 


Jean- Jaques Rouſſeau ! tire reſts thy gentle eas, | 
Within the covert of this little ile; ; 


The poplars round their waving foliage ſpread, 


The lake diffuſes ſtill a placid ſmile; 
The lake, that, widening round in lengthen'd way, 
Adorns the ſpot that once could boalt thy love; 


Where, on its margin, thou wert wont to ftray, 


Or reſt beneath the umbrage of the grove. 


The banks, fair-deck'd in verdure, edge the ſtream; 


The trees, above, o'erhang their branches wide; 


The hills, ariſing round, ambitious ſeem 


To gaze, with tow'ring front, on every ſide, 


Far to the r ight, where opens to the eye 
A ſteep aſcent, uncouth, of aſpect rude; 


|  Oft would he ſtray, and climb the rocks on high, 


And fit, in muſing thought, and active ſolitude, 


Such 


5 5 
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Such was, $t. Preuxs thy raptur d fate, 15 
When, torn by paffion, and deſpair, PF 3 
And ev'ry ſoul-diſtending care, 1 | . 
Thou dar'dſt the elements to brave; | 
And, *midft the winter's fury, fearleſs ſat 
Te rocks thy table; and thy couch the cave © 
| Whilk,, ofer the lake, thy raviſh'd eyes would rove, 
And ken thy Julia's feat, and wake afreſh thy love. 


And oft, aſcending yonder hill, 
Where the fair temple tow'ring ftands 
(Rear'd by his own immortal hands), 
The love of truth his mind would fill; 
And all the tracklefs mazes would he try, 
Of reaſon, thought, and fage philoſophy.— _ 
And oft · times would his wayward footſteps bend 
Along the path that leads to yonder grove, | 
And there, beſide the ſtream, whoſe murmurs lend | 
A zeſt to ſolitude, and charm to love; 
Some time, inwrapt in muſing thought 
(On mem'ry's wings the image brought) 
His eager fancy would return, 
To when the joys of panting youth, 
Of Varen love, and tender truth 
Gave him with ecſtaſy to burn; 


Prompted | 
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Prompict the panting wiſh, the warm deſire, © | 
Gave the ſweet tranſport, and the touching fire; — 


And then, at thoughts of what were once ſo dear, 
He'd drop the tribute of a heart - felt tear.— 


Ah! where is fled the Genius of the place ? 


Where is th' effulgent vigour of the mind; 
Where is the wit, the paſſion, where the grace, 
The virtue and the love that charm'd mankind ? 
Ha! is'it there ?—and can that ſpot contain _ 
That little ſpot, what once a world could fill ? 
That bark, that dar'd to brave th* intemp'rate main, 
Now ſafe in port; her anchor dropt, and ſtill ?— 


Say ! can that little ſpot his ſoul confine ? 


That glow of genius, and that warmth of ſenſe ? 
Preſs, with the lifeleſs clod, the ſpark divine, 
And drown each eſſence, active and intenſe; 


It cannot be—ah! now, his ſpirit mers; 
Ah! now, it hovers o'er this hallow'd ut; Pl 
In robes of æther clad, it roves 
And haunts the happy ſpot it loves. 
Rouſſeau | thy honor'd ſhade I greet ;— 
I woo thy gentle influence down 
I feel around thy ſacred powers, 
I feel it all my ſenſes crown; 


And light, and love, and joy, and virtue fair, 


All ſeize my ſoul, and ſay, Rouſſeau is there 


- 


Come 
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Come then, ye gentle youths, who virtue court, 
And mild philoſophy, of aſpects pure,; 


In lowly rev*rence, to his tomb reſort, : 


From vulgar ſteps, and i impious hands, ſecure. 
Rouſſeau was once, what moſt mankind could mend, 
The moraliſt, philoſopher, and friend. 


And here, ye ſons of taſte, and nature, come, 5 

| Whoſe breaſts are mov'd by many a feeling fair, 
Or tun'd by elegance; approach his tomb; 

And bow with love, and adoration there. 
Rouſſeau was once (then round in rev'rence haſte) 
The heir of 9 9 and the child of taſte. 


And you, ye l that love; ye Futte that ſigh; 
. Whoſe breaſts enamor'd beat with paſſion's glow ; 
Say, does wild rapture ſwell, with tumult high; 
Or do thoſe tears for love diſaſtrous flow? 
Rouſſeau once lov'd—he well the paſſion knew, 
Who told the tender tale of ] wn and 1 ar. 


Ye Wy of Lilia” nature, and of taſte, 5 
Ye lovers, then, approach his hallow'd bier; ; 


To ſpread the faireſt low'rs around him haſte; 


And ev'ry flow'r beſprinkle with a tear. 
So ſhall your days in ſoft ſucceſſion roll; 

Your hopes be anſwer'd, and your wiſhes bleſt; 
Life ſhall with tranſport fill the enraptur'd ſoul, 

And, after life, your . honor d, reſt, | 
The 
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Prompted the panting wiſh, the warm deſire, | 
Gave the ſweet tranſport, and the touching fire; 


And then, at thoughts of what were once ſo dear, 


He'd drop the tribute of a heart-felt tear.— 


' Ah 1 where is fled the Genius of the place? 


Where is th' effulgent vigour of the mind; 
Where is the wit, the paſſion, where the grace, 
The virtue and the love that charm'd mankind ? 
Ha! is it there? - and can that ſpot contain 
That little ſpot, what once a world could fill? 
That bark, that dar'd to brave th' intemp' rate main, 
Now ſafe in port; her anchor dropt, and till ?— 


| Say ! can that little ſpot his ſoul confine ? 


That glow of genius, and that warmth of ſenſe ? 
Preſs, with the lifeleſs clod, the ſpark divine, 
And drown each eſſence, active and intenſe: 


It cannot be—ah! now, his ſpirit ſoars; 


Ah! now, it hovers o'er this hallow'd ſeat ; > 
In robes of æther clad, it roves- | 
And haunts the happy ſpot it loves. 

Rouſſeau! thy honor'd ſhade I greet — 

I woo thy gentle influence down; 
I feel around thy ſacred powers, 
I feel it all my ſenſes crown 


And light, and love, and joy, and virtue fair, 


All ſeize my ſoul, and ſay, Rouſſeau is there 
| - EE 
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Come then, ye gentle youths, who virtue court, 
And mild philoſophy, of aſpects pure 
In lowly rev'rence, to his tomb reſort, 
From vulgar ſteps, and i impious hands, ſecure. 
Rouſſeau was once, what moſt mankind could mend, 
'T he moraliſt, ee, and friend. 


And here, ye fons of taſte, and nature, come, | 
| Whoſe breaſts are mov d by many a feeling fair, 
Or tun'd by elegance; approach his tomb; 
And bow with love, and adoration there. 
Rouſſeau was once (then round in rev'rence haſte) - 
The mo wes nature, and the child of taſte, +; 


And 8 ye i that love; ye ah that ſigh; 
Whoſe breaſts enamor d beat with paſſion's glow ; 
Say, does wild rapture ſwell, with tumult high; 
Or do thoſe tears for love diſaſtrous flow? 
Roufleau once lov'd—he well the paſſion knew, 
Who told the tender tale of Julia, and St. Preux. 


Ye ſons of wiſdom, nature, and of taſte, | 
Fe lovers, then, approach his hallow'd bier; 
To ſpread the faireſt flow'rs around him haſte; : 
And ev'ry flow'r beſprinkle with a tear. 
So ſhall your days in ſoft ſucceſſion roll; 
| Your hopes be anſwer'd, and your wiſhes bleft; 
Life ſhall with tranſport fill the enraptur'd ſoul, 
And, after tk your raſhes, honor'd, reſt. 
| The 
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© The tomb of Rouſſeau, which ſtands 
8 in the Je des Peupliers, repreſents, 3 in the | 
front, a female fitting beneath a. palm- 
tree, ſuckling her infant; with the vo- 
lume of Emilius, in her hand. On an 
| altar, before the ſtatue of Nature, is 
deſcribed a group of females ſaeri- 
| ficing.. A child appears to be ſetting fire 
to a heap of ſwaddling-clothes, and ban- 
dages; whilſt others are dancing round, 
with the ſtaff, and cap of liberty. The 
figures of Eloquence and Love are repre- 
ſented on the ſides; and the mn, 
over it, choſen by Rouffeay, i is, e 


Vera TRPEADERE, Vino, 5 


On hs oppoſite FI is 3 
Truth, by a female figure ; naked, and 
holding a torch in her hand; and Na- 
ture, by a mother, ſuckling her infant. 
Two turtle-doves are expiring in flames, : 
at the foot of an urn; and at each ex- 


9 2 are a vaſes. The PS 
. 


* * 
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= done by le Sueur ; the deſign, that 5 ; 
M. Robert; over the front, on the north | 


| tide, is this inſcription x 


55 


lei repoſe 
I Homme te la Nature et de la Verite. 


8 this ſacred ſpot, we paſſed 
round by the fide of the lake, and croſſed 
a ruſtic bridge that led over a ſmall ri- 
vulet, where we reached an obeliſk, dedi- 
cated to the following Poets, with an 
inſcription on each fide z 1 


.  Oroxgil? e ph, ede Te Any 
Dur ru N i g5alo BaxeN i 


Genio F. Virgilii Maronis 
Lapis iſte, cum luco, ſacer eſto. 


"THOMPSON, 
Like the circling ſun; his 
Warm genius 
Colour'd and vivify'd every 
Seaſon of the year, 
Hh 1 85 Dem 
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Dem Salomon Geſner, 
Er hat gemahlet was er | 
Geſagt hat, Es 


On a ſtone, placed obliquely on the 8 
ground, is this curious poetical inſcrip- 
tion, intended by the Marquis as a com- 


pliment to Sbenſfone, which he muſt have 
bluſhed to have beheld. | 


This plain ſtone 
To WILLIAM SHENSTONE. 
In his verſes he diſplay'd, | 
His mind natural : 
At Leaſowes he lay'd 
Arcadian greens rural. 
Venus freſh riſing from the foamy tide, 
' She ev'ry boſom warms, 
While half withdrawn ſhe ſeems to hide, 
And half reveals her charms. | 
| Learn hence, ye boaſtful ſons of taſte ! 
Who plan the rural ſhade, | 
Learn hence, to ſhun the vicious waſte | 
Of pomp, at large diſplay'd. 


1 could 
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I could not avoid commenting on this 
curious production of the Marquis's ; 
when the gardener, who was a Scotch- 
man, and lived laſt at Stowe, obſerved, 
that on his coming here he had adviſed 
the Marquis to remove this and ſome 
other Engliſh inſcriptions ; but in vain, 
as his vanity would not ſuffer him to 
be convinced of the inelegance and ah- 
ſurdity of the compoſition. He ſaid they 
were juſt as he wiſhed them to a, rude, 
and unpoliſhed, _ | 


We aſcended from thence, along a wild 
and romantic path, and reached the her- 
mitage, plain and ſimple as the cottage 
of a villager. Over the door of it were 
the OE lines: We 


A 


| Au reed j'ẽleve mon hommage, 
En I admirant dans ſon plus bel ouvrage. 


„%%% 
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Still as 1 look the charms of Nature o'er, 
9 I view its God, and, viewing him, adore. 


In the vicinage of the above, is the 
Temple of modern Philoſophy. The 
pillars are rude, and unfiniſhed ; fix of 
them are complete, and all round are 
ſtrewed upon the ground heaps of un- 
ſhapen ſtones, and parts of pillars ready 
to complete the colonnade, when nature 
ſhall have given birth to ſufficient genius. 


The Temple is dedicated to Montaigne, 
with this inſcription : 


Hoe Templum, incheatum Philoſphie nondum per- 
fectæ Michaeli Montagne, 0 omnia dixit Jacrum 
edo. | 

On the front of the door is written ; 


Rerum cognoſcerg cauſas. 
„„ WikOthe 


on 


and, on the baſe of it, 
Fah, fare nov pete, 


The fix complete and perfect cillars are 
each inſcribed to the memory of ſome 
great man, in the ne order: 


- LUCEM 
DESCARTES. 
Mi in rebus inane. 

W. PENN. 5 50 
/ | i 
MON TES QulIE u. 
J. J. ROUSSEAU. 
| we 
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"Theſe are the ſupporters, according to 


the Marquis's idea of modern philoſophy ; 


and theſe their ſeparate characteriſtics. I 
know not whether he is moſt ſucceſsful 
in the juſtneſs of his applications, or in 
the 2 of his ccni dn 


be; . this: wild 700 beautiful 
ſpot ſeems overſhadowed with the ſpirit of 
Rouſſeau ; and though its beauties are 
many and ſtriking, yet it owes its chief 
to him. What heart can penetrate un- 
moved ſo ſacred and ſequeſtered a ſcene ?_ 
Rouſſeau is every where preſent ; and the 
idea conſtantly occurs, and intereſts every 


circumſtance, that here once he walked, 
and meditated upon the charms of Nature: 


on this bank he ſat, hanging over the lake, 
while the foliage of the trees above form- 


ed a canopy for his head, yielding him- 


ſelf to the ſoft impreſſions. which the 
place inſpired; or, treading over yonder 


en and abr e ro be ran through 
the 
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the mazes of philoſophy, and nn 


the chain of reaſon. 


Ermenonville, ander the band of M. de 


Girardin, has ſucceeded better in cloſely | 


imitating the ſteps of Nature, than any 


ſpot I have ever ſeen. . Nothing ſeems la- 


boured, nothing artificial, The ground 
is irregular, and the ornaments rude; 
though the latter approach, in many in- 


ſtances, to too great an exceſs. I can ſee 


no reaſon, if ornaments are to be made 
_ uſe of in ſuch places as theſe (which, in 
itſelf, is a deviation from Nature), why 
they ſhould not be handſome, and bear 
ſome marks of beauty ; they ought, at 
leaſt, not to diſgrace the thing they are 


deſigned to celebrate. To ſee a miſer- : 


able obeliſk, built of brick, and reſembling 
more a chimney than a monument, BP 


crated to the firſt poets (at leaſt in the 


opinion of the director, is carrying the 


refinement of wildneſs to too high, a pitch. 
If 
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If they are deſigned to be rude and na- 
ttutral, they may at the ſame time be gro- 
| _ and e 1 8 
Winding along a lovely walks praiſe 
the boſom of a young wood, a gentle 
ſtream meandring by its fide, we reached 
a charming and retired ſpot. A large 
ſpace here opens, ſhaded by the thick 
branches of the trees ; which juſt leave 
room for a ſoftened light to infinuate t- 
ſelf, and for the zephyrs to breathe thro ; 
over interrupting rocks, and heaps of 
_ pebbles, the water daſhes along with a 
5 85 grateful and . 1 


Here an altar is erefted, faered 
A la Reverie 


and containing, « on one fide, the follow- , 

ing diſtich; 

veto ſeggio ombroſo e ſoſeo 
Per i Poeti, Amanti, e Filoſlol, 
| ” TRANS 
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= Coule, gentil Ruiſſeau, ſous cet Epais feuillage 4 
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© 'Coulte, gentil ruifſeau ;_car ton cours eſt Vimage 
5 Dos celui Tin beau j of warn palle dans le . 
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Flow, lovely ſtream; beneath the cooling ſhade 
Thy \ waters charm the ſenſes as they ſtray; 

Pats lovely ſtream; for in thy courſe pourtray'd 4 
Is the calm i . of a . day. 


By . a vari at high Fr 


pleaſing rel we continued our route 
Inks e 3 : 
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along the grove, meeting with different 
inſcriptions, which, to an Engliſh eye. 


are particularly unfortunate, as they ſerve 


to interrupt the ſoft ſenſations peculiar to 


ſuch ſcenes, with the impertinent intru- 


ſion of a laugh. Such are the following, 


written nn che covert of a wn 


5 makes? em both get 4 the cliff, or ones 

Thunder they hear no more, but only thee, ſweet 
Ain farther on, in 9 00 to 

meditation; 1 . 


Between the gloomy foreſt, there ſtudious let me ſit, 
And hold high converſe with the mighty dead. 


From thence we aſcended the foreſt, and, 
traverſing a path rugged and groteſque, 
were preſented with many intereſting and 
pleaſant views. Arriving on the plain, 
in the boſom of a wood, we reached an 
extended area; in the midſt of which 


— 
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bo a large e and at the end an 
e | Fl | E 


On thin ſpot, Wee | Sunday Tok | 
e e aſſemble; they dance around 


the oak to the ſound of the tabor and the 


pipe, and every ſwain is happy with his 
nymph. The young give themſelves up to 
the charms of hilarity and love; and the 
old, having paſſed the ſeaſon of their 
enjoyments, fit down upon the graſs, and. 
amidſt their refreſhment, pleaſe themſelves 
with the recollection of the feats of their 
youth; and congratulate each other on 
the agility and virtues of their offspring. 
The worthy Marquis and his amiable - | 
lady were wont to attend this feſtival 
every Sunday evening, and pleaſed them- 
ſelves in bleſſing the TY oe ag de- 
| PRE 


Happy _ the 1 and miſtreſs of 
this 9 25 May your days roll on in ſweet 
„„ ſerenity, 
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| ſerenity, and your boſoms ever feel the 
fond ſenſations ariſing from the exerciſe of 
benevolence and love! Not greedy and 
_ parſimonious in your pleaſures, ye wiſh 
to diffuſe them to all around you. How 
muſt the heart of the good Rouſſeau 
have been delighted at this ſpectacle! 
Methought I ſaw the amiable Julia lead- 

ing down the dance, ſmiling on her do- | 
meſtics. as ſhe paſſed them, and amuſing. 
chang with her aaa» nen | 


1 Saks, thoſe who ike 20 tho 
relaxation and enjoyments of the virtu- 
ous and induſtrious peaſantry, muſt plant 

in their own boſoms a ſource of never- 
ending pleaſure, When the weather is 
unfavourable, they aſſemble in the edi- 
fice adjoining, and there amuſe themſelves; 
whilſt thoſe who prefer the more manly 
exerciſes, divert themſelves in ſhooting 
with the croſs- bow; a building for which 
e is refed near the place. 


| "This E 
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Thus it is, ſaid I, as I looked upon 
the ſpot, rightly to uſe and to enjoy life; 
ſuch retirement as this, muſt be the envy 
of every feeling breaſt—Loſt to the tu- 
mult of the world, living to ourſelves ; 
making happy the ſmall circle around us, 
is a ſufficient ſphere for exiſtonce. 


From a i Gtuaticn ſuch as this, and from 


reflections ſuch as it inſpired, I found it 
hard to withdraw myſelf ;—in every part 
I ſaw the genius of the place; in every 
part I. met with Julia, St. Preux, and 
Wolmar; every fituation, whether of 
danger, rapture, or diſtreſs, that they ex- 
perienced, ruſhed into my mind; and 1 


realized OE ſcene. 


1 am, &c. 
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Chad Avg 31, 1788. 


8 we W onwards, our atten- 

tion was firſt arreſted by a large 
ſhield, pendant to a wide and aged oak, 
adorned with an inſcription, in old French; 
he words of which are as follow: 


"WS | * 


Que ce \ vieux Chene eſmy, cet ancien RO 
De nos aieux nous ramente Uſage; . 
Par ta Sageſſe ils choiſiſſoient leurs Rois, 
Leurs Generaux par le Courage. 
Le vice n' toit point, chez ces braves Gaulois z © 
Odjet dont on ne fit que rire: 
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Plus fort que n'eſt ailleurs celui des bonnes loix 


Des bonnes Mceurs chez eux plus fort etoit Fempire, 
Tout enfant par ſa mere etoit lors allaité, | 


Et leurs femmes SR un Conſeile, n 
Oracles, 
Et n' eſtimoĩent de A nat, 
Pour rendre culte à la Divinits : 


Fors du dome des cieux les voittes eternelles, 


Ou des chihe ancien les ombres ſolemntlles; 


TRANSLATED: 


Oft may this rev'rend oak, uncouth with age, 


Bring to our minds the ſcenes it once did own, 
And oft engender recollection ſage 
Of manners, and of virtues, far y-flown: 
Ho erſt our fires their kings, for wiſdom, choſe ; 
Their chieftians took, for mikle courage known; 


Nor then had wizard vice, deteſted, roſe ; 


But manners pure maintain'd a ſtronger throne, 
Than ere could wiſeſt laws,: or mightieft ties have' | 
done. 
The infant then did ſuck i its mother's breaſt z 
Unforc'd y- far for nature's cares to rove ; 
The virtuous huſband in the wife was bleſt; 
At once his friend, his oracle, and love. 


= 


i 
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No temple did they chen ſo hallow d deem . 
No altar could ſo high their rev rence more 3 : 

(Where daily they would ſeek the great Supreme) | 1 
As the wide oak, within the ſilent groe; | 

Or 'nenth the eternal are of ITY ets above. 


% 


Nass we e into the E e 
wild and uncultured, e a ruſtie 78 
0 with the inſcription; $* TEES e IT TRL 


Le Charbonnier eſt maitre chez „ . 


A x width walk now preſented the eye 

With a beautiful extent of ground, finely 
diverſified, ſpread over in ſome parts with „ 

huge and ſhapeleſs ſtones, and decorated 

in others with the flowret of the broom. 

In the deſert, is a ruſtic ſeat, and inſcrib- 

ed over it are the words „ 
Oui ; le voici cet orme heureux, _ 
Od ma Louiſe a regu mes vœux. 


A . 2 


TRANS TAT. 


1 deren the an its ſhady boughs,' 
Louiſa once receiv'd my vows. 
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| On the ſummit of the hill, which opens 
ll co a fine view of the grand lake, and pre- 
N ; ' ſents a proſpect ſuperb and exquiſite ; is 
= ga a ſmall cavern underneath a rock, dedi- 
4 cated to the Emperor Joſeph, who made 
uſe of it, in his tour through the gardens, 
as a ſhelter from the rain. The eircum- 
ſtance is commenorated: in the follow- 
ing Ine, 


ä CCEIIECS A „ * * 1 
1 * 0 9884 —— — — 
2 1 
N — 


Vois- tu, paſſant, cette roche ereules 
Elle merite ton reſpect; 


Elle a ſervi, toute brute qu'elle eſt, 
Pour abriter la vertu- .couronnee. 


0 3; 


TRANSLATED. 77 


5, SGWee you a this cavern'd Hd FLARE > 
Nor ſcornful paſs it with a'frown ; 
Thus rude, it once did ſhelter lend 
To Vue underneath a Crown. 3 


Deſcending into the Rr you have 
different and charming coups d'ceil, of 
the moſt enchanting ] kind. Nature ſeems - 


here 
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here to have ſported in her moſt naked 
and looſe attire; and wildneſs and ruſti- 
city are the characteriſtic beauties of the 
ſcene. How oft do the rocks of Meillerie, 
and the groves by the ſide of the lake, pre- 
ſent themſelves to the mind! The enthu- 
fiaſt fanſies that he ſees St. Preux ſirting 
i in all the agitation of his paſſion, writing 
the fatal letter to his tender Julia. gk 


on the ſide of the hill is a cottage, plain 
f and unornamented, called the Cottage of 


ntl | Over the door is bo, gr 
Jan 1 —— eſt 3 


| Pibaſa around are various extracts 


from his writings, upon ſtones that lie 


near the cottage ; ſuch as, ” 


« C'eſt ſur la cime des Montagnes ſo- 
“ Inazres que homme ſenſible fe plaĩt 3 
i contempler la Nature; c 'ﬆ Ia que 
5f tete A tẽte avec elle, il en recoit des in- 


K k 2 ſpirations 
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= ſpirations toutes puiſantes, qui: ay 


« yent Fame au deſſus de la Owe des 
ME: erreure et des e 15 „ 19} 0 OD ; 


And alſo, 


5 « Cedui- elt N libre, qui 
* na pas beſoin de mettre les bras d'un 


« autre au bout des ſiens pour faire fa . 
8 volontẽ. F . 


After walking fk he fide of the lake, 


and viewing a charming meadow, and a 


rich and variegated proſpect, we entered 
the Bocage, which is beautifully. pleaſant. 5 
in the midſt of the walk we met with a 
fountain of the moſt limpid x water; Whick 
ſeemed t to have fixed there from à prefe- 


rence of nature; it is ornamented with 
the e inſcription : 5 


Fg, s 


* 


oO limpide fontaine ! O fontaine cherie ! 5 
Puiſſe la ſotte vanits eee 


TTV ; | Ne 
wo # 8 7 % 
a i 5 1 
* 
o 


— ooo 


* 
— 


THROUGH FRANCE. "3 
= dedaigner ta rive humble et fleuriez 


ue ton ſimple ſentier ne ſoit point O's 
+" Par aueum tourment de la vie, 
Tels que l'ambition, Venvie,” 
L'avatice, et la fauſſeie ! 

Vn bocage {i fraix, un ſejour 6 tre iq 0 
| Aux tendres ſentimens doit ſeul ſervir Yaſile ; 
15 Ces rameaux amoureux, entrelaſſes expres, 
= | Aux Muſes, AUX  Amours offrent leur voile % 

Et le eriſtal d'un onde * 85 0 

A jamais ne doit reflechtr 

"Que les Graces de Ia Mi, 


Dato gh Ba . 


/ 


| 


: 
| 
; 


3 5 5 2 4. | 
8 * "# be, * 


g Tu ANSLA rr 


0 limpid fonitala | O belov'd retreat! PAL a 
Bleft be thy ſource, and ſacred be thy feat] 
Here ne er may vanity an entrance gain, 
Thy Rream to mark, and murmurs to diſdain on 
Eel Way thy ſweet paths, by ſimple nature bleſt, 
Neeber feel the foot of one unhallow d gueſt; 
Nor envy pois' nous, nor ambition rude, . 
Nor av' rice vile, nor falſehood foul, ee | 
| This ſilent ſolitude, and ſhady grove, a 
Vield an Ae but to Truth and Lok: 3 
Tneſe am'rous boughs, inwove in cloſeſt ties, 
; © Spread round their yeil Toon thick for 2 eyes) z 


. „ VV 3 1 Ane 
4 ” 7 - 
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And here to meet in chaſte, and fond diſport, 
The Muſes only, and the Loves they court. 
The liquid cryſtal and "ow purling ftream, + 
With murmuts ſoft, and gentle aſpect, ſeem 
F orm'd to reflect fair. Nature's ev'ry grace, 
And . each e N on its face. 


But, Karcher on, the froine grows | fil 
more entertaining; feveral fucceſſive caſ- 
cades, and little water-falls, empty them- 
ſelves into a large bath, that through a 
depth of the pureſt water ſhews a bot- 
tom of clear pebbles. The trees hang 
their ſhade over it; and the univerſal 
ſilence, ſave the trickling and murmur of 
the waters, ſeems to overpower the ſenſes. 
The bath offers a temptation, almoſt be- 
yond the power of reſiſtance, to leap i in, 
and to enjoy it; and the refreſhment, of 
lying down, and drinking from 8 
pure ſtream, is highly delightful. | 
the edge of the fountain, its head over- 
bong with a willow, and its foot ſur- 

Founged 
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| rounded with 1 is a monument, with "Do 
this inſeription: ET OH et 5 


y 
9 


Qui regna l Amore. 


Y BE 
* #3--+ " 2 
* + 4 . 


and the e leg lines of rare, wiv 6 


* * *. 


| L acque FED ds amore, 
E l'aura, e i rami, 


E gli augcletti, e i peſci, Ta 
E i Kost 0 [wn : 


\TransLavud. 


Ar 
5 - OO OT 


The Hopi wave, the nn OY 

The flow! rs, the herbs, the ſhady g grove, | 

The blithſome birds, the fiſh, declares 
| Tue univerfat charm of "Ove. ee 


e the 3 a boat e : 
us acroſs the lake, to the Tower of Ga- 
brielle; which ſtands on an ifland, called 
Lie de Gabrielle. There are a number 
ol inſcriptions round the Tower, too long 
for inſertion, and not ſufficiently inte- 
reſting; __ relate to the 1 and 

Ms 


1 72 7 


lbb A. REFLECTIVE TOUR. 
Baelit) of Surred⸗ Dominique & Vir to- 


Wards His king, Henry IVth. _ vn = 


The Tower is built as an ancicue, with | 
a view of impoſing the idea on the mind, | 


of its being co-extant with the . . 


to whom! it is dedicated. 


The Chateau of Renjenoiivilia formerl y 


| belonged to Henry IVth, where the fair 


Gabrielle reſided : it was. the ſcene of 


that monatch's love and relaxations. 80 
good a ſovereign; and beautifi 


man, ſeem to dignify and enchant the - 


Place, which they once inhabited 35 and 5 


the lovers of virtue, courage, and of 


beauty, cannot but ſacrifice at ſv highly- 


favour'd' a ſhrine. The Tower conſiſts 
of ſeveral ſtones, which are bulking | 
to 5 carry on the decoption. | a 


Monſieur $eflaing, has pitti. in ons . 
ale men the following lines, with 
his pencil: 


; © Tci 
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* Tei de Gabrielle 

Fut Vaimable ſejour; 
Ici.on voit pres delle 

Mars vaincu par FAmour: : 
Au nom de cette belle 

Sois attendri: | 

Frangois! il 1 nous RR. * 

Le bon Henri, 


TRANSLATED: 


Here once was bleſt, as fame can tell, 

The ſweet abode of Gabrielle ; 

This ſeat did once the witneſs prove | \ 
| Of Mars ſubdu'd, and charm'd by love. 
| Then let thy boſom own the fair ;— 
For, F TRIES! it owns ay Heary there. 


The following ſentence 1 is at once I 
and spplicable. 


| Un Roi qu'on aime eſt un dieu ſur la terre. | : 


There are a variety of inſcriptions be- 
fides, which I did not think 8 8585 the 
copying: 


L 1 e The 
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The view from the top of. the Tower 
| takes in almoſt the whole of the gardens, 
the lake, the meadows, the foreſt, the Ab- 

baye de Chaalis, a village, and a tower at 
2 diſtance, with the Chateau of Ermenon- 


ville; all fo happily diſpoſed, as to form a 
moſt beautiful and extenſive proſpect. 


Leaving the Iſle of Gabrielle, we paſ- 
ſed through a temple, which is dedicated 
to Bacchus, and reached a more cultivated 
and improved ſpot. This has lately been 
laid out, à VAnglois, by the preſent gar- 
dener, who prides himſelf much on his 

performances. The verdure is very de- 
lightful; and the foliage of the trees and 
ſhrubs, rich and luxuriant ; but there is 
ſomething in thediſtribution of the ground 
finical and trifling. It does not appear to 
| have been touched by the hand of a maſter; 
no boldneſs of deſign, no grace of execu- 
tion. Adjoining is a rural cottage, built 
purpoſely for the reſidence of Rouſſeau ; 
N a \ i; 
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it is covered over with roſes, and with 
honey ſuckles, and is a retreat that would 
have been worthy of him. This had alſo 
' undergone the improvement of the gar- 
dener, who boaſted that he had changed 
the thatch with which it was formerly 
covered, for the tile that now deformed 
it; and had painted the walls of the cot- 
tage, from the rude and natural ſtate in 
which he found them, built of ſtone, be- 
tween upright and tranſverſe beams of 
wood, the one red, and the other yellow: 
I ſhrugged up my ſhoulders, W * 
| bigh, and walked on. 


There is one part of this ſpot peculiarly 
Intereſting. A fine lawn of extraordina- 
ry verdure, ſhaded around with the thick 
foliage of a grove of trees, forms a retreat 


ſacred to meditation and to melancholy ; ., 


for to this ſpot, on a ſeat covered with 
moſs, and overhung with tendrils of 
wood- bine and of 5 was Rouſſeau i 

* ; 2. went 
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wont to retire, as an aeg and 
ann, e 


| Le bon Jean Th ſur ce bene 
Venoit contempler la verdure; z 
Donner A ſes oiſcaux pature, 
| Ee j jouer avec notre enfant. 


TRANSLATED: 


* 


The 885 Jean Jaques to this ſequeſter'd ſeat, 
Thoughtful, to eye the verdure, would retreat . 
And, ſtealing from the glare of open . 

Would feed the . and with our infant 188 


The ſimplicity and appropriation of 
theſe lines affected me—And was it here 
that he would retire from the perſecutions 
and troubles of the world, and indulge his 


melancholy, and exerciſe his benevolence? 


How many times, ſaid I, as ſeated on that 
bank, has thy heart heaved a ſigh, whilſt 
the traits of what was paſt came acroſs 
thy mind, and the thoughts of happier 
_ filled thy. recollection Unhappy 
: | . Rouſſeau! 


Rouſſeau! thy heart was too ſuſceptible 
for bliſs of long duration! and as often as 


thou felteſt it, thou plantedſt in thy! boſom 


..2 freſh ſource of Ns 


1 left the les: and, tio through $ 
portal, read the laſt inſcriptions in the 


gardens; which, on another circuit round 


them, would have been the firſt; they 


were as follow 3 


| Diſparoiſſez, lieux hands. | 7 


a On tout eſt victime de Part, 
| On le Sable, au lieu des Herbes, 
: Attriſte par-tout le regard: 
Ici Vaimable Nature, 
8 Dans fa douce ſimplicite, 
Eſt la touchante peinture 
Poe un tranquil Liberte. Pixox. 


TRANSLATED. 


1 8 ye fats of coltly pride ! 
Where tortur'd round i in ev'ry part, 
For verdant paths, and meadows wide, 
Ae labor 'd walks, and works of art. 
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Here Nature, lovely, unconfin'd, TP 
In ſweet ſimplicity array'd, | 
With the fair picture charms the mind, 
Of Liberty, N ſhade, 


ce n eſt pas raiſon que art gagne lo 
point d' honneur ſur notre grande et puiſ- 
fante mere Nature. Nous avons tant 
recharge la beautẽ intrinfeque et richeſſes 
de ces ouvrages, par nos inventions, que 
nous Favons du tout ẽtouffẽe; {i eſt ce que 
par- tout ou ſa purets reluit, elle fait une 
merveilleux honte à nos yaines et frivoles 
entrepriſes. 
3 


I quitted theſe lovely gardens, this 
ſanctuary of genius, with impreſſions of 
a deep and feeling nature; and whilſt I 
was warm in ſentiments of love and re- 
verence towards the ſhade of Rouſſeau, I 
could not repreſs thoſe of eſteem and gra- 
| titude for his benevolent friend and po- 
tetor, the es who had taken him 
"om 
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from the perſecution of the world; ſhel- 
tered him from the miſeries of want and 

woe; and withdrawn him from the tor- 
ments of his own mind, in placing him 
In a ſituation of ſolitude and peace. 
But the fate of this benevolent and de- 
| ſerving patron, calls much for the ſym- 
pathy of pity; exiled from a ſpot which 
was the offspring of his fancy, and the 
idol of his heart, he now roams in fo- 
reign kingdoms, without the proſpect of 
returning, Political circumſtances obli- 
ged him to abſent himſelf; ſo ſhort-lived 
and uncertain a tenure is that of human 
enjoyment, and ſo terrific and cruel a 
monſter 1s arbitrary power ! The Chateau 
is now inhabited by the Duc d' Ermenon- 
ville, ſon to the Marquis, who is equally 
attached to the place. 1 


S 


5 — 


The wife of jean Jaques, I am ſorry 
to be informed, cohabits with a worthleſs 
i. ST + 


r 
| 
| 
| 
i 
. 


ſion of fifty pounds per annum, ge 
Iy beſtowed as an acknowledgement of 
ſuperior merit, by the king of England, 


564 A REFLECTIVE TOUR © 
fellow of a groom, that was once in the 


ſervice of the Marquis. She is now about 5 
the age of fifty, and lives at three miles 
diſtance from Ermenonville. She is ne- 


glected by all her friends; and the Mar- 
quis's family, who otherwiſe would have 
treated her with every endearment and 


mark of friendſhip, now merely eontri- 


bute to her ſupport ; which, with a pen- 
acrouſe 


keeps her above indigenee, and beneath _ 
proſperity. I was informed of thefe par- 
ticulars by the gardener, who was at the 
houſe of Mee. R. a few days ince. 


| Having ſpent the whole 4271 in the gat- 
| So: I returned into the village, and in- 
quired of the inhabitants reſpecting Rouf- 

ſeau.. They all well remembered Jean 

Jaques, as they affectionately called him; 
ind told how affable and amiable he made | 
| 5 him- 
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himfelf among them—my heartwas moved 


as they told me of him, and my I ſpoke 
ey feelings. 


ee the Sovs of the cone; oppoſite 
to 'my auberge, I ſaw the or in- 


ſcription: 


' Empereur Joſeph 2d a dine dans 
cette maiſon le Samedy vingt e Mai 
de Vannee 777. | 


3 aux Palais cette 12 te Chaumiere 

Y depoſer des Rois la faſte & la grandeur ; 
'De ſes Hotes charmes honorer la candeur * 
Aupres d' eux conſerver VEgalite premiere 
; C'eſt ce que fait un prince, et vous croiriez. peut | 

etre, | 
Qi faut le mettre au rang des heros fabuleux, 
Si Von ne nommoit Joſeph deux 

Des Germains fortunẽs, et le Pere, et le Maitre, ” 


TRANSLATED, - 
| This humble cot, before a court to prize, 


| A nd all a Monarch's ſplendour to deſ þiſe ; 
Mm To 


rr ee pn EG . 2 pony > cen ene ret > - 
4 


4. wr rom 4-00 -*» 
c 
* . 


do Ln wo 
— 9 res, 
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— 1 raiſe the frankneſs of his raptur 'd bell, 
And pomp and dignities aſide to lay; 
Is what a Prince has done, this cot may boaſt ; 3 
A fab'lous prince, the world would ſurely ſay; 
Were not his name, who fills the German throne, 


The name of Joſeph, _ beneath this _ 


To the right of the above f 1s. another 
inſcription : 8 5 


1 G USTAVUS III. 
Roi de Suede, 
2 dine dans cette Maiſon 
le Mardi, 20 Juillet 
de Vannee 1784. 


1 walked into the houſe ; and, ban 
Sunday, found the miſtreſs, with a party 


of her neighbours, fitting round a table 
at cards; they roſe on my entrance, and 
| invited me to come in. I prevailed on 
them again to be ſeated, and the good 


man of the houſe walked out with me 


into his garden, I aſked him if he re- 
membered Rouſſeau.—Oh ! he member- 


ed, 
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ed, he ſaid, Jean Jaques well; he ſhould 


never forget him: He was the beft 


man, ſaid he, © that ever lived often 


would he come here, and walk about the 


garden, and in this very ſpot ſit down, 
and watch the water as it ran along in the 


brook, and play with the Marquis's chil- 
_ dren !'—I aſked him if he loved the vil- 
lage, if the village loved him,—* Sir,” 


ſaid he, they loved him as a father; 


it was his cuſtom to wander out in the 
fields, and watch them at their labours, 
and talk to them about their ſeparate con- 


cerns, in the kindeſt manner.” © He 
did not live long with you?” ſaid I. © Only 
two months !—ſuch a man, ſaid he with 
_ warmth, ** ſhould have lived two ages! 
He was affected himſelf, and ſaw that I 
was alſo. He bade me follow him, and 5 
he would ſnew me ſomething m__ would . 


280 me. . 8 
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We went within doors, and he brought 


to wear; ; the ſoles and heels were. of 


wood, and the other parts matted with 


reed, and lined with hair: upon. a paper 
ww: on * outſide was minen: 


Robe: que 1 1. Rouſſeay ortoit — 
ment, au moment de la mort, et qui fo 
veuve 2 donng au bon Antoine Mau: 


Gabriel Brezard Aa voulu honorer ſon Non en | 


le conſecrant ſur le — — — de 'hom- 5 


me, que ne marcha jamais que dans 
ee 


The old man told me, that when the 
King of Sweden was here, he aſked to 
ſee them, hearing he had ſuch in his poſ- 
ſeſſion. He brought them dawn in a 
napkin, and laid them on the table where 
the King was at dinner. Take away the 


e nap- 


'want them z and told him, that they did, 


more than any thing in life. The king 
then copied the inſcription, and returned 
them: Many have wiſhed ſince to pur- 


_ chaſe them; and the old man has refuſed 


| five and twenty guineas for them; ths 
Comteſſe de Poligny begged ſame of the 
* from them to pat in a brijliant ring 


. 


ke nad ſomething more that belong 


to Jean Jaques; this was his Wn 


on which was paſted this inſcription 8 


 Tabaticre de J. J. Rouſſeau, ee 
veuyee 2 Antoine thts babitant 


d' enn 
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napkin, ſaid the king; cannot I touch 
the ſhoes of Rouſſeau?” He eyed them 
with a look of regard; and, turning to 
| his hoſt, aſked him, if thoſe relics did not 
give him a great deal of pleaſure ? The old 
man trembled, fearing that the king would 
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Mes doigts ont touch cette Boete, mon 5 
cceur en a treſailli, et mon ane 
en eſt devenu plus pure. 


Le Baron de Cloots, du Val de Grace, De. 
fenſeur de Jean Jaques Rouſſeau dana" 
mon Livre de la Certitade des 
Prenues du Mahometifme, 


hos ritas atque Libertas. 


Cloots ! I love thee for thy been : 
—Thy enemies, Rouſſeau! were many. 
bat thy friends are warm. 5 


Wich a . and an unwilling 

ſtep I left the village; T longed to take 
up my reſidence there, and to bid adieu 
to the world. The night drew on; 
tore myſelf away; and throwing myſelf 
into my carriage, lay along, with my 
feelings full of enthuſiaſm, and the moſt 
pungent ſenſibility. Alas! I fear they 
have been too much intereſted, and that 
I have 
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ved at Chantilly—I 


arriy 
the way; and in the warmth and fullneſs 


of my feelings, I ſat down to pen you a 


deſcription. 


* 


knew not 


We 


Believe me, with ſincerity, 


Yours, &c. 


F% 


LET- 


n. ** e ere e 12 
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LETTER XXIV: 


Dieppe, Sept. 25 1788; 
LE F T Chantilly yeſterday, at half 


paſt five in the morning, without be- 


ing able to ſee more of the park or gar- 


dens, being obliged to reach Dieppe that 
night. I ordered poſt horſes at the door 


by four o'clock, which they procraſtinated 
an hour and a half. I paſſed through 
| ſeveral places to Pontoiſe, comprehending 

one of the moſt pleaſant rides I ever knew. 
We went on the banks of the River Oiſe 


| . a river wide 


Nn and 
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and beautiful, The towns of Baan 


and Pontoiſe + are ſeated by its ſide, both of 


which owe their names to their ſituations; 


the former being built on- a lovely emi- 


nence, that overlooks the water; and the 
latter, having a large bridge, that croſles 


- * 


„ 


It was at Pontoiſe that our victorious 
Henry commenced the famous treaty of 
Troye, by which, on his marriage with 


Catherine, he obtained the regency of the 
kingdom during the life of Charles, and 


the throne for his heirs and ſucceſſors af- 


terwards: the conqueſt of this town, in 
the immediate vicinage of Paris, com- 


pleted the reduction of France, which, 


under the imbecillity of a ſucceeding re- 
| gency, was ſoon en ü 


The delightful freſhneſs/of he man- 


ing, the verdure of the fields, the majeſ- 
tic appearance of c en and the gran- 


deur 
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_ deur of the different chateux, ſituate on | 

its banks, conſtituted together a moſt 
lovely and charming ſcene. The palace 

of the prince of Conti, and many others, 

decorated the road, and the proſpect of 

the whole country was Highly rich ang 
ta ans 


The miode of 3 on Ny" FF 
is well calculated for expedition: there is 
no delay upon the road, but on arriving 
at one poſt, the bidets and the poſtil- 
lions are ready in a few minutes, and 
away you gallop to the next. I paſſed 
through Magony, where I breakfaſted; and 
reached Rouen about three o'clock in the 
_ afternoon. ' I was exceedingly charmed 
with the ſight of this city, from the hill; 

large and handſome in itſelf, fituate in 
a fertile valley; the river running by its 
fide ; and over it the curious bridge of 
boats; it preſents an effect peculiarly 
Anking: Above the reſt of the city, the 
4 © nz Ca- 


Let 


' ſhut. I could only notice the largeneſs 


* 


Cathedral rears its lofty head, emblema- 


tic of its domineering diſpoſition. The 


country around is rich and verdant, and 


the hills covered with the moſt luxuriant 


1 had not time to make any ſtay at 
Rouen, being hurried on under the ap- 
prehenſion of finding the gates of Dieppe 


of the city, which was of twice the fize 
of Caen; and the appearance of a great 


deal of buſineſs being carried on, as they 


have the advantage of a fine quay, which 

was well thronged with veſſels, I paſſed 
through the ſquare where Joan of Arc 
was burnt by the Engliſh, not without 
emotions of horror and indignation ; a 


monument is erected in the center of the 
_ ſquare, adorned with her ftatue; and 


I had not time to read, or to tranſcribe, 


: Np 
J 


Maid of Orleans, who was etovtited” in 

the year 1431, by the Dake of Bedford, 

although never to be defended on the 
ſcore of humanity or reaſon, may, never- 
thelefs, be excuſed at the bar of fuper- 
ſtition and policy. The belief of witch- 
craft being at that time general, and un- 
doubted, and the puniſhment annexed to 
ĩt ſanctioned by the authority of the laws, 
It certainly could not be deemed either an 


unjuſt or cruel act to immolate'a victim 


who was believed. to be poſſeſſed of ſuper- 
natural powers, and condemned before a 
high tribunal, after being tried twice over 
as ſuch. The French had all along inſpir- 
cel their own ſoldiers with the idea of her 
ſupernatural origin; and the direful ef- 
fects of her arms had convinced the Eng- 
liſh of the ſame. On the ground of po- 
 licy, there could certainly be uo ſo 
capable of intimidating, and of diſtreſſing 

dhe French, as the death of a perſon whom 
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and above the injury of human power. 
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they conceived to be their guardian angel, 


Cultivated nature ſtarts at the barbarity 


of the deed, and unproſtituted reaſon turns 


away at the baſe idea. In the days of ig- 


norance, fierceneſs, and ſuperſtition, it 
met with ſupport, and had excuſes which 


now exiſt no ali a | 2 


) 


fe ge was the laſt 5 Fg in Nor- 
mandy that ſubmitted to the arms of the 


Engliſn. The horrors of the ſiege, were 
to a degree exceſſive; but the perſevg- 


rance and courage of a Henry overcame 
every thing,—Under a Henry too, after a 


ſhort tenure, it was again loſt; having 5 
been held thirty one years; in the city 


were taken the Regent, the Duke of 8g- 


merſet, and the. Earl of Shrenſpurys | | | 


_ Hitherto 1 1 . ny —_ ; 


5 0 my different horſes, without any 
| Kere ee Fefe or particular cauſe | 


"Om 
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ether of ſatisfaction c or complaint, altho' 
each had ſome charaReriſtic quality, this 


gave me conſciouſneſs of change. on 
ſetting off from Rouen, 1 found myſelf | 


provided with a pretty little grey bidet, 


and a poſtillion, in favour of whom I was 
ſomewhat prepoſſeſſed, being the ſmarteſt 


of any I had met with, dreſſed in a new 
royal livery of blue, with red and gold, 
and a e 5 1 


1 mounted my nag. with no ſmall FOE 


of ſelf. ſatisfaction; when, giving him the 


whip, I diſcovered that the only quality 
he had of going, was that of moving back 


wards, as he began to kick behind moſt 


furiouſly, to the great derangement and 
_ endangering of my perſon ; being obliged 


to have recourſe to his mane, in order to 


keep my ſeat, on account of the huge and 
pap wooden ſaddle I was mounted 


At length, I found the only way 


| to manage him Was, to let him follow his 
i i a 1 
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. companion; the poſtillion then cracked 
his whip, galloped away as, faſt as he could 5 
go, and my horſe after him; and ſo ex- 
actiy did he follow ſtep. by ſtep. that 
when, the poſtillion's horſe galloped, mine. 


galloped.;. when his trotted, walked, Of | 
ſtood ſtill, mine correſponded in every 


movement; till, by the time 1 had pro- 


ceeded half a mile from che town, I found 
myſelf covered. all over. with dirt from. 
head to foot, which flew from the heels 


of the other horſe. At length, when we 


had got about a mile, from Rouen; as we 
were aanzenag over che Kl, f the polity 


with great violence, on the ground; the 


rider tumbled off, and the horſe rolled 
upon his huge jack- boot. My bidet, who 
followed cloſe behind, was, ſo. ſtrongly 
addicted to the vice of, imitation, that 

without any viſible cauſe whatever, he 
immediately ſtopped: ſhort, and tumbled 

down upon the een with an apparent 


volun- . 


ing together in the moſt ludicrous ſitu- 


ation imaginable ; a ſituation, that at the 
moment I wiſhed for that prince of Cari- 


cature, Geoffrey Gambado, to have been 
preſent at.—After ſome time ſpent i in e ex- 
tricating ourſelves, we got up, with 
any injury, ſaving two broken e 


broken noſe, and a bloody mouth, to the ; 


| Poor animal that fell firſt; and, what was 
Fill more, the coat, waiſtcoat, and all 


the finery of the poſtillion, bedaubed with 
dirt. It was a long time before the poor 


beaſt could recover himſelf; when, in- 


ſtead of riding him gently for ſome ways 


the fellow immediately, on mounting him; 


clapped his ſpurs into his fide, and tear- 
ing along the pave as furiouſly as he could 


drive, vented his anger and reſentment 


on the unfortunate horſe, as though he 
was not an equal ſufferer. I pulled up, 


" endeavoured to keep aloof, , fearing a 


ſecond part of the adventure, He had 
| TR Oo - 
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voluntary motion. We were all four roll- 
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not. proceeded. at this rate more than a 


quarter of a mile, when the poor beaſt again 
| altered, and came down with as much 
violence as before; they were both, for 
ſome time, proſtrate ; and I began to en- 
tertain ſerious apprehenſions for the pro- 


ſecution of our journey; but was glad to 
find neither had received any injury; for 
a volley of curſes at length rouſed the ani- 


mal from his ſtate of inaction. 


As we now ori more ſlowly, I 1 
had time to admire the ſcenery around 
me; and, of all the fituations I had ever 
ſeen in any country, I looked upon that 
of Rouen to be the moſt beautiful. The 


meadows were decked with the richeſt 


verdure, the country finely diverſified with 
hill and dale; the one hung with luxuri- 
ant woods, and the other adorned with 
fields and rivulets; in truth, the whole 
ſcene ſurpaſſed any va. | had ever e, 
been nn with. e f 

The 


4 EY Z * 0 
' | * 


T HR 0 UGH: FRAN' os” 7 2 3 


The road is in this part extremely pla- | 
1 and differs widely from that of 
natural, free from thoſe long drawn viſtas 
that tire the eye; and bent in gentle wind- 


ings, after the Engliſh manner. On look - 
ing round the country, I began to be re- 

conciled to the want of regular hedges; 

and, where the face of a fair champaign 

is happily diverſified with hill and dale, 

wood and meadow, to look upon the in- 

terſection of hedges, in ſtrait lines, = 5p 

_ —_— as formal and anne 


2 0 at 5 at half paſt . 


Oclock in the evening; and performed a 


journey on horſeback of forty-eight leagues 
in fifteen hours. On alighting, I found 


myſelf ſo much fatigued, that I could 


hardly ſupport myſelf; and had the mor- 
tiſication of learning, that, after all my 
exertions, the wind was contrary, and 
| (he packet could not ſail that night. I took 
ü | as | ſome 
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| ſome tea, with a few ſpoonfuls of brandy = 
5 | CI Oe 
n ſleeping. 


hens boon reviewing once 9 
town, and find it as decent as moſt I have 
ſeen; indeed the ſtreets are tolerably hand- 
ſome in point of extent and breadth, and 
the houſes in general very regular: owing 
to their having been rebuilt about a cen 
tury ago. The town, you may reccllect, 
was demoliſhed by Lord Berkeley, with a 
detachment of our fleet, in the year 1694, 
in | revenge for the diſappointment of hig 
ſcheme upon Breſt; the ill · ſucceſs of 
which has been juſtly ſuſpected to be ow- 
ing to ſome treachery at home. The reſiſt- 
ance of che French was ſo powerful and 
expected 2 — = 
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hore off immediately towards Dieppe, and 
bombarded the town, leaving, as marks 
of his reſentment, the whole place in 
ruins. It was afterwards rebuilt upon = 
improved and more extenſſve plan, and 


5 ſhews evident marks of correfineſs and 
ynity of deſign. 


1 feel ſenſibly this jornin ; 
of my yeſterday's e e N 
tain has juſt been to tell me, that the 
pacquet is about to fail; and I mut 


in the idea of parting for ever, even with 
F what we have a diſlike to te mom 
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on board the he Pacquet, Sept. 2 | 1788. 


AS the preſent: political ſituation: of 
£4 France has much engaged the eyes of 
all Europe, and has particularly attracted 
the attention of our own country, it may 
not be unacceptable to you, to receive 
what information I may have collected on 
the ſubject, and to examine the ſenti- 
ments which I. have formed on their 


involved and perplexed circumſtances, 
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To that purpoſe I will conſecrate part 


of the tithe of my paſſage, as it would 


have beei extremely imprudetit arid dati- 


gerdus to have ventured any thing on this 


ſubject upon paper in France j on ſuch 


| weak and unmanly props are the prin- 
_ ciples of arbitrary government built, that 
ſerutiny and ſuſpicion muſt be its guar- 


dians, inſtead of confidence and honour | 


Spies are now placed about in every part; 
and it is equally dangerous to. converſe | 
with people of all ranks, as there are ſome - 
of every degree niean enough to accept 
the ignominious employ; not only coach- 


men, porters, and hairdreſſers, but prieſts 


and chevaliers, whoſe buſineſs it is to 


mix with the croud, collect what intelli- 
gence they can, purſue the ſuſpected per- 


ſon, and deliver him up to puniſhment 


and priſon. It is alſo common to open 


letters at the Hotel de Ville, that are ar- 
rived from, or going ta England; and a 
* of any communication, relative 
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do the government, would be attended with | 
great inconvenience, and perhaps danger. 


In giving you the following ſhort” ac- 


count of the ſituation of France, I ſhall 


follow the mode I have adopted in form- 
ing my own judgment; namely, neither 


to attach myſelf too much to one fide nor 
the other; neither to give too much credit 


to the tools of authority, nor to the par- 


tixans of parliament; but relate the cir- 
eee as ogy are received by the 


The government, wed; for ſom 
aid a palpable difference between 
the public receipts and diſburſements, with 
a vaſt deficiency in the former, found a 
freſh impoſition of taxes neceſſary, in order 


to produce that equality or ſurplus that 


was wanting ; and for this purpoſe his 
ere fixed 9 one of the moſt 9 
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| able and ſalutary modes of taxation that 
e poſſibly have been deviſed. 


All impoſitions of this kind in wt; 5 
and particularly in arbitrary countries, 


are calculated to fall the hardeſt on the 
poor; and the rich are moſt commonly 

exonerated. The peaſant, from his weak- 
| neſs and want of the power of reſiſtance, 
is preſſed down beneath the weight; whilſt 
the lord, by his influence and authority, 
riſes above it. In France, the impoſitions 
are peculiarly oppreſſive to the poor, and 
burdenſome to the middle rank of people. 
The poor pay heavy taxes for every tri- 
flliing article of life; the mechanic and the 
merchant are ſubject to the capitation; 5 
the houſes of the inhabitants are burdened 
with the vingtieme, whilſt the rich have 
their eſtates and their lands 1 in the coun- 
ES Tree and unincumbered. „ 
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Under theſe circumſtances; there could 0 
& be no tax more juſt and proper, than one : 
which-ſhould apply to the richer part of 
the community, and leave the poor free 
from any additional burden. Of ſuch a 


nature was the Territorial Inpoſ; it was 


an equal tax on the landed rs 15 
every man, levied in juſt proportions; 
tax that would have been at once quit | 
able On 
- This was Hh ao of a all the oppoſition Ry 
| PEN diſturbance” of the parliament ; and i 
avarice was the leading motive. The 
members of it belonging to the law, a 
body always aſpiring and ambitious, jeal- 
ous of their own rights, and encroaching 
upon thoſe of others, were [poſſeſſed of 


the largeſt property, and the firſt landed 


intereſt in the kingdom. Finding the old 

mode aboliſhed, that of making the poor 
| always the ſupporters of the public bur- > 
_ fens;edifts which they have ever er willing 15 
5 Pp 2 1 oF 
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ly regiſtered, .and that they. were. now: to 
be the contributors; they determined upon 
reſiſtance, and adopted methods which 


| they knew they could juſtify to the mul- 


titude; till, by repeated acts of oppoſition 


and contumacy, they at once nullified. the 


intentions * the ING: and Res 


proceeded, in conſequence, from the hand 
of government; the con finement of ſome, 


the baniſhment of others, and the diſſo- 
lution of the old body ſoon followed. The 


| proceedings of the court ſeemed. to be 
dictated more by reſentment than by pru- 


g dence; ; as they ſhould have firſt conſider- | 


ed their inability to raiſe ſupplies, in di- 


- rect oppoſition to the parliament. The 


edicts had been refuſed to be regiſtered, 
and the reſolutions of government were. 
without it, nugatory. In order to reme- 
dy this, a new court, called the Cour Plex | 
11 ere, 
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mere, was. eſtabliſhed ; z the members of 
which, whether from their oyn back · 

wardneſs and diſlike, or from the dread. 
of the populace, did not dare to aſſemble. 
Thus was the kingdom left without any 
court of juſtice; ſuits and deciſions wers 
ſuſpended, and the whole country as, 
It were, in a ſtate of argh. 


| | The xople, different from what they | 
were in times paſt, had now begun to con- 
ceive 2 reliſh tor liberty ; whether, taught 
by the growing progreſs of refinement, 
imbibed from their connection with their 
American friends, or encouraged by their 
| commerce with England; they now be- 
gan to be clamorous, and openly to eſpouſe 
the ſide of parliament ; conceiving that 
every tax muſt ultimately fall upon them, 
they regarded the oppoſers of this ner 
impoſition, as patriots and friends. Riots 
and diſturbances took place in different | 
Fes of wm” ys blood * ſpilt; the 
guards | 
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guards were doubled; and the nen | 
and: oy of the uy” en 


* 


Did! it appear ret Mit Waist fins «af 
| Hberty, br the love of their country, were 
me principles of the reſiſtance of parlia- 
ment; or, was it probable that this ſuf- 
picious moment was ſeized for the glo- 
rious purpoſe of liberating the people 
from the bondage of arbitrary. power, 
folely on account of opportunity ; ; I would 
be the firſt to weave a wreath of glory for 
their heads. But the probability is far 
different. Acts much more arbitrary, 
impoſitions much more unjuſt, have been 
ſeconded and ſanctioned by their autho- 
rity. It was ſelf-intereſt alone, that 5 5 

birth to their reſiſtance. 7 


: 


Amidſt this diforder of. tale on the : 
x6th inſtant, the court, finding itſelf to 
the laſt degree embarraſſed and reſtrain- 
ed; its reſources exhauſted, and its power 


„„ „ 
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of adding to them with-held, was obliged 
to have recourſe to a means the laſt to be 
adopted, as operative to the contrary of 
its deſign; being caleulated ſtill more to 
depreſs the falling ſtate of public credit. 
The king, by the edict of the 16th: of 
Auguſt, had acknowledged himſelf under 
the neceſſity of ſtopping payment of a 
part of the intereſt of the national debt 
for the enſuing year, as a temporary re- 
ſource, till further means could be adopt- 
ed; and had given, by way of ſecurity, to 
each creditor, a billet for their reſpedtive 
amounts; payable, with intereſt, at the 
the Expiration of my term. 5 


I It is entertaining to N 
riably arrogance and vanity, at one time, 


are ſucceeded by meanneſs and dejection 


at another. The low and embarraſſed 
" fate in which the court of France has 
publicly declared itſelf to be, and the 
e * it now makes uſe of, 
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form d ftriking contraſt to the haugliti- 
neſs and inſolence of its deportment not 
LE long ſince, Never may England, modeſt- 
in its proſperity, and great in its abaſe- 
ment, be reduced to ſuch humiliating ex- 
preſſions as are contained in the = 


ing extra yang the 


Arret du Confei Het de Re. 


os 


"ip 16 Ait 1786. 


. Rol a falt connditre A Vaſſemblte 
des Notables, et depuis 3 à tous ces ſujets, 


3 tat et Tembarras des ſes finances; une N 


diffẽrence conſidẽrable s eſt trouve entre 
la recette et la dẽpenſe; et ce qui eſt en- 


core plus facheux, des anticipations, por- 


tees à un taux exceſſif, rendoient les 


ſervices difficiles, et mettoient ladmi- 
| niſtration dans une continuelle dẽpen- 
dance. 


Malgré 


üeven FRANCE ij, 


Mk ces embarras, de grandes econ- 
ode de sẽvères rẽductions, vextinction 
progreſſive des charges et des rentes via- 
geres, preſentoient des reſſources que des 
emprunts ſucceſſifs devoient donner le 
tems d' attendre; et fi rien neut trouble la 


Mais par des elrcontiances dont ſa Ma- 
jeſtẽ ſe plait à ẽcarter le ſouvenir, la con- 
fiance. publique a été alters par ceux 
mème qui aurolent du conſpirer 2 a la 
ſoutenir, les emprunts publics ont <te con- 
trariẽs comme s ils n'euſſent pas Et neceſ= 
faires et t diſcredit6s, comme fi le gage en 


Qq Y cbt 


marche, et la ſuite des opẽrations ordon- 5 Y 
nes pat ſa majeſtẽ, la confiance publique 1 
| | ſeroit ſoutenue, ces emprunts auroient 4 
Ete remplis, les ſacrifices qu'ils exigeoient 1 
auroient te compenſẽs par le mẽrite in- | 
elpẽrẽ de la fidẽlitẽ a tous les engagemens, i 
les ſervices ſe ſeroient fait avec exacti- Li 
tude, et les anticipations auroient meme } 
pf etre diminuees. | i 
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| efit ets incertain; Lintemperie des ſaiſons 
10 en exigeant des ſecours, et rendant une 
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parti des recouvremens plus diffciles, a a 
encore. accrũ [inquietude z les ſervices 
ſont « devenus laborieux: les reſſources ont 
«ts plus rares; et, comme il arrive preſque . 
toujours, dans les terreurs populaires, 


Lembarras s'eſt trouve extreme, par em- 
preſſement meme que chacum a mis a 0 1 . 


111 1 e 


- 


Thus Gut is the picture of the 


ſtate of affairs in France, drawn by the 


hand of authority itſelf ; and fo deeply 
humbled is the condition of the King, 


thus to complain and apologize to his 
7 people.— Y 


| The Arret proceeds ; 


Au milieu de ces di fficultés, ſa Majeſts 
n': a pas deſeſpere de la fortune publique. 
Elle a conſiderè que ſi la detreſſe Etoit 
| | grande, 
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grande, les refſources ſitoient'e encore da- : 
vantage ; que rien n *Etoit en peril. que 


: que par Fopinion, et par la crainte, et 
que la criſe devoit d autant moins effrayer, 


que Tepoque des etats generaux Etant 


prochaine, il nes agiſſoit que darrange- 
mens proviſoires, que doivent etre ſuivis 
2 d une reſtauration univerſelle. ; | 


Ces arrangemens doivent e etre e keln que 


juſqu 2 Tepoque des Etats genEraux, et 
meme pendant toute l'annẽe 1789, tous 


les payemens ſoient aſſurẽs, et que les ob- | 
ets les plus intẽreſſans au credit public | 
ſoient garantis de toute alarme, et de 


toute 8 


F 
F 


| c eſt, ce qui i ſeroit reſ alts Fon pint, 
au moquen duquel Fin ſuffiſance des ren- 


trees efit pu etre proviſoirement ſupplee ; 


mais. puiſque tout fait craindre qu un em- 


pruntoffert dansce momentau public com- 
me les emprunts precedens, ne füt tentẽ 
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ſans, ſacces, il devient neceſſaire d'y ſap- 
pleer par une operation qui produiſe les 
memes reſources, ſans laiſſer la meme 7 
incertitude. 


_ Ceeſt à quoi fa Majeſte a voulu parve- 
nir en ordonnant qu'une partie des paye- 
mens qui ſe font dans les caiſſes royales 
s'effectye, non par du papier monnoie, 
dont ſa Majeſtẽ connoit les inconvẽniens 
et le danger, mais par des billets du treſor 
royal, proportionnes à ces . 


deſtines 2 Ay ſatisfaire. 


Ces billets du trẽſor royal porteront 


intEret a cinq pour cent. et lorſque les 


circonſtances permettront à ſa Majeſtẽ 
d'ouvrir un emprunt, ils y ſeront regus. 
comme argent 9 11 | ond 8 : 
rence. 


The particulars then follow of the 
monies ſubject to the above reſolution, and 
| . e 


i 
F 
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8 the proportions of the billets, to the dif- 
"ferent ſums, FE Rp 7% 
5 It was found 3 to quiet he 
minds of the people, on iſſuing the above 
Arret, to appear to give way to their de- 
fires, in promiſing an aſſemblage of the 
re, in * e ſpring. 
5 But no 8 whe the publication of 
this arrèt made, than the greateſt alarm 
ſeized upon the people. The recollection 

| of former want of faith made them trem- 
ble for future conſequences. Apprehen- 

| fions, not ill-founded, took place amongſt 
them, of the defect of reſponſibility to 
| thoſe billets. The tranſition was ſoon. 
made from real to imaginary misfortunes; 
and reports were ſoon fabricated, and gir- | 
culated with as much aſſiduity as they 
nere receiyed with eagerneſs. 8 | 
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It was ſaid and believed, (not without | 
"ſome reaſon) that the Caiſt à Eſcompre 
had not eſcaped the general ravage, amid 
the difficulties that government laboured 

under. This idea was received abroad; 

anxiety and fear fat upon every counte- 
| Hance; the public funds confeſſed the 
alarm, and every bill- holder immediately 
ruſhed forward with his demands. The 
conflux of people to the Caiſſe 4 Eſcompte 
was ſo great, and the demands on it ſo 
large, that it was unable to provide ſuffi- 
cient for the diſcharge of the bills that 
were preſented, After this alarm had 
continued, and the demand increaſed, fora 
day, it was found neceſſary to ſhut up the 
Caiſſe TEſcompte ; and ta refuſe payment, 
for want of money, and to apply to his 
Majeſty for the royal interference; Which, 
on the 18th, took place in the following 


Arrèt 


Zo 
* 
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due du Conſe eat du N05 


| Concernant 1a c Circulation ts Hills 


555 8 v. 16A ode, 1788. 
Ex trait 15 regiſtres du Conſeil RY 


L Rot «tat informs que les inquis- 
tudes que le public a congues dapres les 
: diſpoſitions que la rigueur des circon- 
ſtances a force ſa Majeſte de publier le 16 
du preſẽ nt mois, occaſionnent une afflu- 


1 ence exceſſive à la Caiſſe d Eſeompte, de 
porteurs de billets de cette Caiſſe, OS 


preſſent d'en retirer la valeur en deniers, 
ſa Majeſte s 'eſt fait rendre compte de 


Ie tat de ſituation de ladite caiſſe, et elle : a 


Etẽ aſſure, qu' independamment et au del 
des fondsfaits par les actionnaires, le mon- 
tant entier des billets qui cireulent dans 
* e 
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le public, eſt completement couvert datis 


ladite caiſe, par les effets ou lettres de 


change eſcomptẽs, et par les deniers comp- 


tans qui y exiſtent en nature. Mais 


comme ces ſommes en deniers comptans, 
ne reprẽſentent, et ne doivent repreſenter, 
aux termes des reglemens de ladite caiſſe, 


qu'une partie du montant des billets cir- 


culant dans le public, il ſeroit impoſſible 


que cette caiſſe, quelqu* avantageuſe que 
ſoit ſa ſituation, put realiſer en deniers 


comptans la totalitẽ de ſes billets, fi Taf- | 


fluence et ralarme du public continuoĩent 
à en exiger le rembourſement entier: et 
ſa Majeſtẽ voulant continuer de ſoutenir 
un etabliſſement auſi utile au public et au 
commerce; a jugẽ devoir interpoſer ſon au- 


toritẽ pour le mettre à Vabri d'une revo- 


lution qui ne ſeroit dũe qu A la fermen- 
tation du moment. A quoi voulant pour- 


voir: Oui le rapport du Sieur Lambert, 


Conſeiller d'Etat, et ordinaire au conſeil 


hs Controleur General des finances; 3 


— 


THROUGH FRANCE. go; 

L Rot TAT EN so CONSEIL a au- 
toriſe et autoriſe le Caſſier general de la 
Caiſſe d' Eſcompte, A payer juſqu' au ier 
Janvier 1789, 4 ceux des porteurs des 
billets de ladite caiſſe, que ne voudront = 
pas les laiſſer dans la circulation le mon- 
tant deſdits billets en bons effets et lettres 
de change ſur particuliers, en bonifiant 
FEſcompte. Ordonne Sa Majeſtẽ que leſdits 
dillets de la Caiſſe d Eſcompte continuer- 
ont d'avoir cours et d'etre donnẽs et recus 
pour comptant, comme par le paſſẽ, dans 
tous les Caiſſes generales et particuliers, à I 
Paris ſeulement. Fait pareillement defenſes 

Sa Majeſte à tous porteurs, de faire aucunes 
pourſuites juſqu au ier Janvier prochain, 
pour le payement en eſpeces deſdits billets. 
Fait pareillement defenſes à tous notaires 
ou huiſſiers de faire aucuns protets ou 
autres pourſuites juſqu à er Janvier pro- 
chain, pour raiſon des lettres de change 
a ou billets, dont le payement aura ẽtẽ rẽ- 
ellement offert en billets de la Caiſſe d Ef- 
. compte: 


3 8 3 ; ? 
6 FI, * ' 
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| fore, in caſh, not in billets. 
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compte: Sa Majeſts ſe reſervant, et a ſon 
conſeil, la connoiſance de toutes pour- 


ſuites et conteſtations concernant Vexe-. 
cution du preſent arret, et icelles inter- 


dilant * toutes ies Sony et autres Juges. 


F AIT au cone d'ctat 40 Nez 83 


2 Majeſtẽ y Etant, 'tenu a. Verſailles; le 
dix-huit Aout mul N27 cent 1 . | 


3 huit. 
Sign 
18 6, 58 
 Lavkant de Viicepevre. 


To ſuch reſources as | theſe 38 dhe k. 


- 
x 


len and perturbated ſtate of France re- 


' duced. The above arret was accompa- 
nied by another of the fame date, declaring, 
that the ſum of ſeventy millions, depofit- 


ed by the Caiſſe d Eſcompte, in the Ty gr 
Royal, ſhould have its intereſt paid as 1 0 


Theſe 


+ TONGA Sie lr dre Rea 
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\ Theſe arrts had the deſired effect; and 
the more prudent, finding their alarms 

at preſent groundleſs, choſe rather to reſt 
themſelves on the ſecurity of ſo large an 

_ eſtabliſhment, than to truſt to that of 
any individual, e .cn or 

a e W has. 5 | 

| 10 this abi of 3 | 

F al not only popular tumult was raiſed 

to ſo high a pitch; but the commercial part 

of the community, ever the touch-ſtone 

of a nation, began to be intereſted, and 

alarmed in order to ſtem the tide of ſuch 
an ocean of difficulties, the king was driven 


to a meaſure the moſt conciliatory that could 


| ; poſſibly be adopted, namely, that of re- 
calling M. Neckar to the head of affairs; 
and of diſplacing the preſent adminſtra- 
tion, ho had made themſelves as odious 
to the nation, as M. Neckar was beloved: 
5 «ths: mew ies] ing been: in u the Nair 7-2 
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of looking up to 125 * the amen 
veneration. 80 „ BYE, 25 warty 
In the next bann 8 the: oY 
miſſion of the Archbiſhop of Sens, on the 
25th inſtant, from the place of chief of 
the royal council of finance; and alſo of 
M. Lambert, from that of controller 
general, with the introduction of M. 
Neckar into the adminiſtration, under 
the title of Director General mach * Fi- 
g Nance, and an ee ee 


Dai an 
5 M. d Archevtque de A ths 
- firſt miniſter of ſtate, took his leave of 
Verſailles on the day of the king's fete. 
On diſmiſſing him, his majeſty rendered 
him a flattering teſtimony of his good opi- 
nion and regard towards him, which he 
ſaid he ſhould ever ſenſibly retain; but 
at the ſame time told him, that the ſitua- 
tion of public affairs made a change of 
ee neceſſary; preſenting him 
th 


% 


with a exntirials cap, which *. the 6 
before, received from Te 


tration at this juncture, was certainly a 
meaſure of the greateſt wiſdom, and of 
the higheſt importance to the intereſts of 

this country. The doubts and oppaſitio 
of the publie will now probably find ſome- 
thing to reſt on, and reſiſt; credit will 


have to ſupport her ſinking head for a 
| while, upon the prop of individu 3 


| fidence, and a temporary ſuſpenſion may 
be given to the ſtorm of eee that 
eng ſo long ſevere! 4 threatened... 


-M Necker, 1 arts, 1 not 1 
: ol the conduct of parliament; although 


prior to his entrance into office he de- 
manded its reſtoration, probably con- 
ceiving it politie as a conciliating meaſure 
Vith the people. The joy was great and 
vniverſal on the return of M. Neckar; 


— 


The Lad M. add to adminif: | 
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on the news being circulated through the 

Palais reyal, the general rendezvous of the 
politicians, every one ſeemed wild with 
rapture, and, running and embracing each 


| other, en them on the happy | 
event. ide dv 


En I 42 ee 
; : 8 

8 ; 5 2 
8 1 . N ; 


much kindled to be allayed by lenient and 
temperate reſtoratives. They had tafted 
ſomething of the ſweets of liberty, in 
the riots of licentiouſneſs ; and having 
once made themſelves formidable, were 
not willing to give up their glimpſe of 
_ conſequence. They had learnt to look 
upon the man who aſſumed an arbi- 
trary controul over them with diſguſt 
and jealouſy ; they had learnt to deſpiſe 
and to infult the military, which once they 
revered and trembled at; in ſhort, their 
nor could the general fermentation be al- 


2 bot by the introduction of fon 
more ene mn ee eee 


ine dene -e hte qheyicerivond 
their zeal for M. Neckar, and their joy 


at this: h avs. and rs vent 


7 old nnn ae . 


5 eee ſucceflive . a riots Oc 


Friday the e A * laſt'e ve 


er ee in ers the riots ſeemed in- 


penis to pats at night, over the Pon 
Neuf. I walked out in the ine and 

'  faw the whole of the Place D. bine 
blaze, from the bur 1 


er and the umination of the win- 


ron FRANCE. 31 
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dos ; one huge ſea of heads covered the | 


> Wy. 9 


? ou N 


whole Place, and thouſands, and tens of 
thouſands, were /wrapt in confuſion, noiſe, 
and violence. The guards were parading 


about the ſtreets, doubled ten deep, ſome 
on foot, and ſome on horſeback, fighting 


with the, furious populace, who repelled 
their drawn ſwords ane and en, 
* ſtanes. SY + 1 8 „„ rt | 


5 


* 1 1 2 . 
" 3 4 & 1 J „ 1 5 A * 
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Mp Suri e co yy heat will 


wo eaſily. ſubſide; and it will be found a 


matter extremely difficult, if prafticable, | 


to reduce their minds, as before, to the 
yoke: of ſubjection. In fact, the whole 
kingdom ſeems | ripe for a Revolution ; 
every rank is diſſatisfied: they deſpiſe their 


king; they deteſt their queen; the pub- 


lic walks are now. filled in every corner 
with ſets of politicians, and every one 
' ſeems eager to have ſome ſhare in the 


| buſineſs : in private companies, the chief 


dope now is Politivh, and en are as 5 much | 


* 


ed, nds 10 3 8 as in 


e ce in; Engin. 


That fear, which once tied their tongues, 
and that reverence which reſtrained their 
_ thoughts, is now no me be; and where 
they are not afraid of lies, th they can con- 


dem their government, and abuſe their 


1 
3 4 


"OO with as much freedom and as little 
5 nony as Engliſhmen; though with 
fie times the reaſon. They begin nor 


to > fee that N and ed * a Ws Y | 


- pleaſure of one F des Tone, 
" their increaſed. acquaintance with our 
een how much the happineſs, the 


inement of a peo- 
pen d ue wel | regulated laws. : 


ö Lon 20 © 2970. en 23-190. AI! 4 | 
If the aſſembly of the States. General 
to the promiſe of 
the King, in the enſuing ſpring, there is 
little doubt but ſome revolution in the 
ae will be effected. A conſti- 
„„ FA 8 e tution, 


5; 5 bo places accordin 
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tution, probably ſomewhat fimilar to that 
of England, will 'be adopted, and limita- 
tions affixed to the power of the Crown. 
The States General, compoſed of all the 
nobles of the kingdom, and firſt officers; 
the heads of all the provinces, and the 
magiſtrates and governors of the different 
towns; conſtitute an aſſembly of the high- 
eſt order, and claiming the greateſt pri- 
vileges. They aſſume the right of be- 
ing the ſupreme council of the nation; 
that from their deciſions there lies no ap- 
peal; and that they are ever competent 
to decide on the merits, and the life of 
the Sovereign. An aſſembly ſo formid- 
able, and ſeemingly ſo incompatible with 
monarchical government, has, no doubt, 
been ever received as an object of terror, 
by their kings, in whom alone lies the 
power of convoking them. Fearful of an au- 
thority which would be too apt to intrench 
upon the prerogative, the crown has not, 
for ſeveral reigns, held an aſſembly of the 
f. States; 
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States ; but the preſent ſituation of affairs 
being ſo ſingularly perplexing; and the 
king being obliged, by the oppoſition of 
His parliament, to apply elſewhere for ſup- 
plies, rather points out this as a probable 
period for the purpoſe, It is neverthe- 
leſs much feared, that the king will have 
too great a dread of the effects of it, ever 
to promote it; and that the preſent pro- 
miſe is only palliative, and will be after- 
wards from time to time poſtponed ; 
whilſt the king will do all in his power to 
impede it, the parliament will equally 
exert all their abilities to urge it on. As a 
| politician, and a friend to my owncountry, 
I cannot but look upon ſuch an event with 
fear and jealouſy ; but, as a citizen of the 
world, and a well-wiſher to liberty in every 
ſoil, I ſhould view, with pleaſure, ſo nu- 
merous a body of men emancipated from : 
1 and oppreſſion. 


8 M. de 


— 
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M. de Brienne has now. left the ſeat of 5 


office; and though the tide of popular 55 
prejudice runs high againſt him, there are 

ſome ſilent individuals who think highly 
of his character. A Frenchman will have 
his witticiſm on whatever occaſion: a 
friend of the Archbiſhop was obſerving 
the other day, in company, on his being 

burnt night after night by the populace; 
Nil ſortoit de ſes cendres, comme un | 
Phenix !” one of the oppoſite party re- 
plied ; © il bruloit comme un diable !l” 


I have the pleaſure to be, &c, - 
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On board the Pacquet, 80 4 1788. 


0 one can ck through, the king-  - 
dom of which I have lately taken 
my ae without lamenting the double 
influence that arbitrary ꝓower and blind- 


but wonder how ſuch abſurdities ſhould 
be received and tolerated in the preſent 
refined and improved ftate of mankind; 
nor can he conceive ſuch to be by any 
means compatible with the exerciſe of an 
enlarged and enlightened underſtanding. 
Maw th : | 


5 Es It 
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cd ſuperſtition have upon it. He cannot 
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It nevertheleſs gives me much pleaſurs 


to view the decay of eccleſiaſtical in- 
fluence amongſt the people, and to ob- 


ſerve how much the prieſts are every 
where neglected and deſpiſed, They roam 
about the ſtreets, drear and ſolitary; their 
viſages pale and ſallow, with the bluſh of 
health and youth deſtroyed; at once diſ- 
regarded by the wage, and contemned | 
by the wiſe, - 


1 do not much wonder at there being 
ſuch a number of deiſts in this country : 


it is more a matter of ſurprize to me, 


that ſo many can fit down paſlive beneath 
the ſhade of ſuperſtition.: Nor ought we 
to load them with that obloquy and 
blame, which in parts poſſeſſing greater 


7 


degrees of religious knowledge has been” 
thrown upon them. The Sages and Phi- 
loſophers of old. who through the light 
of reaſon, and the force of thought, found 
out the Deity, and rgjeied the code of 

heathen 
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hentben worſhip, have gained the admire. 
tion and applauſe of all ſucceeding ages. 


and is the Cathohc religion lefs abſurd 
than the Pagan? ls it more conttary 1@ 
reaſon to believe in the plurality of the 
heathen gods, than in the hierarchy of the 
popiſh heaven? Or, is it more conſonant 
to nature and probability, that old women 
and enthufiafts ſhould be transformell 


into ſaints and angels, with almoſt the 
Powers of omnipotence, than heroes and 
[conquerors into gods and demi- gods. bs 


the ſupreme Power leſs likely to tranſub- 
ſtantiate himſelf into the likeneſs of a 


bull, or ſwan, than into the ſubſtance of 


a wafer; twenty of which may be bought 


for a ſingle ſons? Or, is it more ridi- 
' culous to conceive that a god -can 'be- 
wounded, than be eaten? Are the prophe - 

cies of the Delphic-oracles more oppoſite 


to truth and reaſon, than the infallibility 
and unerring wiſdom of the Pope? Or, 


are the ſacrifices of the pious worſhippers 
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leſs likely to procure the pardon and 


eſteem of Heaven, than the plenary in- 
dulgence of Rome, which holds out a 


price to every fin? May not Venus, or 
Minerva as well protect the favoured 


Cities of Ilium, or of Athens, as St. Gene- 
vieve perform the daily miracles ſhe does 


as patroneſs of Paris? The parallel runs 


fair; and if we praiſe the one for rejecting 


what reaſon could not aſſent to, we can- 
not condemn the others for a ſimilar con- 
duct. Their ſituation is far different from 


ours; bred to a belief of theſe groſs and 


palpable ſuperſtitions, when in the cradle; 


as ſoon as the dawn of reaſon opens, they 


reject them with diſdain; and not knowing 
how to diſcriminate betwixt the myſteries 
of revelation, and the fabricated ſuperſti- 

tions of falſhood, they confound the one 
with the other, and reject the whole. 


F . 
. of c 3 — 


Thus, not being brought | up in the 
cultivation and belief of that perfect and 
Om 
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pure religion, which is ſtrengthened by 
the light of nature, and confirmed by the 


acceptance of progreflive reaſon, which 
has truth for its foundation, and virtue 
for its exerciſe; they are void of thoſe 
ties of duty, and that ſtability of faith, 


which would otherwiſe reſtrain their opi- 


nions; their prejudices are awakened 
againſt religion, before they are enabled 
to be ſhewn its purity; and they have 
bbſtructions formed, which nothing can 


en remove. 


er 1 mut have dones I ne from 


abort that we are in ſight of land; and 


am going to gratify my eyes with the lovely 


proſpect. I have ſeen. it; and have wel- 


comed it with the warmeſt eulogy. 


Hail, happy land hail, ye white cliffs 
of favoured Albion, that incloſe a ſpot, 
the idol of nature, and the miſtreſs of the 


world! with what rapture do I again 


view. thy coaſts ! with what affection do 
El t R 
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J recognize my native ſoil! dear native 
ſoil! we know not thy bleſſings, till we 
have loſt them, and are again returning 
to them; happy art thou in thy 0 
and 8 in bon * circumſtances! i 


| Thy wired are Pore W and 
wiſe; not ſubject to the perverſion of 


power, nor under the controul of injuſ- 


tice or ae 


5 i 


Thy conflitution is free, excellent, and 


_ amiable; the glory of the nation, the 


happineſs of thy people, and the ane, 
tion of the world. 


* hy manners are natural; and thy 
cuſtoms decorous ; not inconſiſtent, light. 
and trifling; the arts and the ſciences | 


| flouriſh beneath thy foſtering hand; cul- 


tivation thrives upon thy ſoil, and the 
beauties of nature glow withall the advan- 


tages of 1 improvement. 
Good 
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Good ſenſe, manlineſs, and truth, are 


the characteriſtics of thy ſons; plain and 


unpromiſing in their profeſſions, they 


are liberal and great in their performan- 
ces; not accuſtomed to act from the va- 


pid efferveſcence of ſentiment, but from 
the ſolid energy of principle. 


Thy dau "to the lovelieſt of £ thy care, 
are adorned with beauty, ſenſibility, and 
virtue; formed to give the perfection of 


happineſs to thy people, and to make thy 
ſeat that of a . paradule. - | 


tection of thy laws ! 
With the utmoſt . 


I remain, &c. 
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| May I ever live . the advanta- 
ges of thy kindly ſoil, and the fair . 
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Is * 12. 4th line from the top, read The ivory works in this town. 


18, 4th line from the top, read if there wat any ſhip. 
22. 6th line from the bottom, read mais ;/ etoit Anglois. 
27. laſt line, read the ſun ſat very beautifully. 
28. 11th line from the top, dele_alſo, - 
Ir. dele there at the end of the 13th line, 
44. 6th line from the bottom, read, of thoſe in England. 
So. 7th line from the bottom, read Abbaye. 
51. 5th line from the bottom, ditt. 
57. ad line from the top, ; ditto, 
57--14th ditto, read Tambourin. 
61. 6th line from the bottom, read Guibrey. 


65. laſt line but one, read in à diverſity of leaf. 
103. 10th line from the top, read bebeld. 
0g. line zd, dele he—line 13th from the top, put a ſemicolon 


after the paſſage, eroſſintz himſelf as he went. 


110. 4th line from the bottom, read at _ it debaſed by 


ſuch abſurdities, 
147. 12th line from the top, read waſted in ſolitude. 

151. 3d line from the bottom, read mazes of ſuperſtition, 
16 5. 7th line, read a la francois. a 
191. 5th line, read trunk. 

192. line 13th, read, had Re e, | 
204. 4th line from the bottom, read deer. 4 
205. 7th line, read contraſted. 

215. $th line from the bot. read Le Jardin, /e bon ton, ruſige. 

220. 3d line from the bottom, dele the full ſtop at the end. 

222, 1 line, read, Man own'd a friend, from childhood e 
in thee. 

222. 34 line from bot. read © ever to have eraſed N 

231. laſt line, read afoes. | 

241. ft line, read Be ſacred ever. 

242. 9th line, read but only the ſweet love. 

248. 14th line, read michl. 

253- 3d line, read aucun. , 

256. 5th line from the bottom, read fories. 

268. 12th line, read Nom, > 


275. 1ft line, read Chateaux. 


14th line, read Magny. 
279. 3d line, read gave me 4 conſciouſneſs. 


292. 13th line, read whole body. 


299i 5th line from the bottom, read moyens 
311. 6th line, read vent their indignation. 
34+ 73% lines ee 
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